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LIFE OF IIENRT SCOUUAL. 



IlfiSM 9COCQAI,. seconil son of Pulrkk Scousal. Biahn 
of AberJcED, was born at Sutton, in l<^a«t Lotbian, Jul 
1650, His father, designing. him for the service of Gc 
in the ministry, tooL tbc greatest care of him Iroia tl 
iafancy, nod bad the pleasure lo observe such a. hap] 
inclination in him to piety and virtue, even (□ his tend 
ye&nt, as answered his expectations. He very soon p 
ttway childish things, and by shunning the comptiny 4 
those of his owu age, shewed very little fundnt 
childish aiau&emGiils. iie now began to look in 
bible, and took a peculiar pleasure in reading the hist) 
rical parts of it, curiouftly inquiring into the nt 
the Mosaic economy, and wanted to be satisfied wl| 
the Jewish sacrifices and other ceremonies yrert r ~ 
abolished. 1'his inquiry set him upon pn'i°g iu'o 
grounds of the Chiistian religion, end afforiied hii 
infinite deiighC, As soon as he was able to read Util 
authors, he was charmed with the speeches and debate 
of the Itoman senate, and wa^ wont to retire with at 
of the most ingenious of his fellowfi. to make lltti 
orstinos. debate on several points, and personate th 
senators. Not only did he love sermons, but took 
pleasure in writing <Jowii such passages as affected hii 

At the age of fifteen, he entered the university, viherfl 
he behaved with great modesty, sobriety and applicationi 
He disliked the phllusuphy then taught, and endeavonretf 
after a thorough knowledge of natural philosophv :, t' 
philoaoph}', which haa now \ia^^\\^ ^W. tav^iiVK 
in tie world, and ter.da to eoXwgt "Cat ^wi'^iv"™''- 
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Konaequence of this, we may here obacrvc, that wbes 
JVM yet about Eighteen years of age, he wrote the Rtfli 
■tioDB aail abort Essays now publisb^il ; wbich, thoug;! 

■ 8 juveotle performance, not dcaigned for the press, am 

■ aome of them left anfiniBhed, yet llity breathe forth si 
I much devution, and such an exalted bduI, as must con 

TJnce U8 his coDversation was in heaven. 

No aooDcr had he finished bis courses, than he wa< 

Eromoted to the Regency ; where be made conacience o 
ii duty, in training up the youth under his care, in tbi 
principles of learniDg and virtue. When any divlsioni 
aod aniraoaities happened in the society, he was ver] 
instrumental in reconciliag, and bringing tbcoi tu a gooi 
nnderstanding. He maintained his authority among thi 
Btudents in such a way as to keep Ihem in swe, and a 
the same time to gain their love and esteem. Sundaj 
were spent with his scholars, in djscoureinj 
ice and impiety of all kinds, and encuurogin; 
D principle and practice. He allotted a consi' 
jlMe part of his yearly income for the poori 

7 Indignt families, of whatever persuasion, werJ 
„ Fed in their straits by his bounty ; though ai 
R thfjr knew not whence their supply came. 
Having been a Regent for four years, he wi 
age of twenty-three ordained into the minis 
settled at Auchtcrtess, a small village about twenty n 
from Aberdeen. Here bis zea! and fitness for his 
Master's service, were eminently displayed, 
cbiscd with great plainness and afTeclJon, and usei* J 
most endearing methods to recommend religioi 
bearers. He endeavoured to bring them to cluan 
^^^UG* on public worship, and joined with them hii 
^^Bi beginning of it. 

^^^Hu the tweoty-finh year of his age, he was a 
^■^■sor of Divinity id the Kmg's College, AI 
^^^H though they were unanimous in their choict 
' mach declined a slntion of such importance, 
modFst *eo»e «/■ Ilia unfitnisft tor U. \w' 
beea aa nrnsment In his other sUWufts i 



OP BENRV SCordAI,. ^'^H 

particiiltir manoer lie applied himself to the exercise 1^1 
this office. After he had gunrded hia stadents agaiiu^H 
the commoD artlficeB of the Romish M iaaionaritia l^| 
makiag proselj'tcB, he proposed subjects for public exe|^H 
ciae ; &e one, of the pastoral rare ; the other, of ciBui^H 
tical divinity ; but tliere were no debates he was nioi^H 
cantious to 'meddle with, than the decrees of God i ircr^H 
tkinga belong to God, and l/itnga revealed, to u» awi ol^^l 
ckiidrent. ^H 

The inward dispoaitioos i>f this excellent man, BV^| 
beat seen in hie wriclogs ; and the whole of hia outwardH 
behaviour and conversation was the constant practice ofS 
Wh»t he preached : the concurring testimany of seversl 
pei'BOna who knew him, aod are yet alive in Aberdeen,. 
asMKa us of it. 

He was a person of a most amiable character, adorned ' 
by the moat exalted piety; and such was his humllitT' 
aiat all knew his worth but himself. His Lift vf Gtia 
in the Soul nf Man, with his Nine Sermons, are the most! 
elegant compositions written in Scotland during the laa^ 
century ; and his piety shinea so conspicuously in every 
page, that as a divine be is admired by Protestants « 
every deaomination. 

And now, we have only to add, that his health begaS 
to be impaired by incesaant study, and about the twer ' 
seventh year of his age, he fell into a consumpti 
which wasted him by slow degrees. But during the 
whole tJiDe of his sicbneas, he behaved with the utmost, 
resignation ; nor did he ever show the least impatien 

When his friends came to visit him, he would say, ■ 
"he had reason to bless God it was not worse with hin 
than it was." "And," says he, "when you have ths 
charity to remember me in your prayers, do not think' 
me a better man than I am ; but look on me, as indeed ' 
I am, a miserable sinner." Upon the tweottcth day of 
June, 167H, he died, in the greatest calmness, in the 
twenty-eighth year of hia age, ati4 "ks.* Viwv'i^i.'vo. "&« 
King's College Church, 0\i toetieftii. 



INTRODUCTION, 

SlIK^'ING SOMEWHAT OP THE OCCASION AND NATURE 
OP TUB FOLLOWING TREATISE. 



It 18 true enough, tlmt tliis ago abounds with controversy 
about religion, yet a great part thei-eof is about opinion or 
ceremony, or some external matters: and too few there are 
that enquire after true religion as to the life of it, or vital 
principle from whenco it doth pnicet'd, and tli<> fcwi-r the 
iostanccK, the more valuable an^ they to u iniiid that ran 
savour the excellency of it, and say, it is Hwt-cter tlian hom-y 
and the lioncv comb. 

Among the St^rmonn and other books about n-li^ion, it is 
not u few that have been war(*h('d bv mo, to find anv hints 
of this precit)us odour, this iiard, or any s;tv«»ur of it, or 
din-ction wlu-n? to grt this vahiabh* jwarl of j;roat prior; yrt 
huch a pi-arl tlu-n- in, althou;;h it Is hid<Icn from the eyes of 
many pn-tindrrs to it'liijion. 

Oiir <if tlM> n<-ari'Ht a]>i)roarh<'8 to it, anions the many 
writers I hav«' of latf nirt uilh, is a small Treati-c, <>ntitI(Hl, 
**'riii: L:i K OK (loi* IN THi: Son. «ii Man," i'uMi*»hrd some 
viar*> a:;o, and n**'oninun'h «1 in a |>j"-f;MM.* by <lllbi-rt Humet, 
J;iti' Hi-^liop of Salishury, in a fourth rdition; with a little 
Truft :it tilt' I III] of it, calUd, "An Account of tlu» Begin^ 
inn;:*-, :\u>l .\«I\;iihm ^. «if a Sy»*u*U\v.\\ \.\^« T V^>v\\ vA nnXvvjVX 
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INTUOUITTION. 



with gladnass ohscrred; hojiing 



they havie been. 



'•n>f bo, an indacemont to many [n oonaidcr retigii>n ti 
auuraer diffaront from what thny did Wore; nnd t 
only tot the wke of the person wlin did recommood tlien 
faiU »l» for Ihe matlor reMinmended— ilie Lire of God it 
Sool; lost by the flnC Adam, restored by tlie secoud Ada 
in whom the fulaess of it dwella. 

BiSHoi- BuRNBi;, in hia prefiice to " The Life of Ood ii: 
Seal uf Man," by Henry S(K>ug»l, after epeaking in ge 
teims o[ thu henclits of trae leligioD, and tlie cnBlaTin; 
wrrupt eflects of vanity and Bin, says:—" My dosign ii 
" preface btting only to introduce (he fullowlDg Diiconr 
"which was written by n piouB and learned eountrymi 
" laiae, for the private use of a nohio friend of his, wi 
" the leoat design of malting it roore public. Otliera s 
" it were roncli taken both with the excellent parpoees it 
" tained, and the great clearness and pleasantness of the st 
" the DBtnral method and ahortnoaa of it, and desired it 
"b^ made a more puhlic good; and knowing some in 
■■ 1 had vith the anthar, it naa referred to me, whether 'fl 
"t^ioold lie in a private closet, or he let go abroad. I v 
"not long in suspense, having read it over; and the rathe»j 
"knowing so well as I do, that Uib author has written 
" nothing here, but what he himself did well feel aud k 
" and, therefore, it being a transcript of those divine ini 
"Btons thut are upon his own iieait, I hope the native 
" unforced genuineness of it, will both nioro delight and ei 
" the reader, 1 know these things have boon often dis( 
"with great advantages both of reason, wit, aud ehwpei 
" but the more witnesBeB tWl coiicaT va aosKvwt ftjssR. *& 



X. INTRODUCTION. 

" truths with their testimonies, the more evidence is thereby 
" given." — Ejctract from Giiftert Bum^s Preface, 

At this I am willing to hope the authors mainly drive, and 
not barely at certain religious habits of mind, wherein vari- 
ous restraints may be U|>on the vile affections of men, tliat 
too oft enslave the soul, and tyrannize over the understanding 
and it.s other noble faculties; yet these restraints I would by 
no means discourage or be accounted to disesteem. 

In the observations I shall make uinm the aforesaid tracts, 
or any other that may be mentioned, I do not design to ques- 
tion the good intent of either author, but to show, were this 
the inquiry of well-intended Christians, rather than the 
clamorous noise of |»arties one against another, alnmt opinion, 
ceremony, and external rites, it would sf>oner reconcile our 
differences, and restore the charity too often wanting among 
the pretenders to religion. 

** Religion/' says the said author, " is an union of the soul 
with CJod, a real participation of the divine nature, the very 
image of (iod u|>on the soul; or, in the Apostle's phrase, it is 
Christ form fd within «».*' 

If, then, religion, I mean that uliieli is the life of it, \a 
that whirli thus unites the soul to (iod, it must be snuie 
di\ii)i' o{H-r:itive power, a living vital piineiple, HufVK'icnt not 
oiilv \'i begin, but also to earry on an^l jM-rfeeta work so i;n'at, 
H<) gloiioux, and aeconipanied \%ith so many advantages as 
hhall both produce glory to (ii>d, and j<iy unutterable to the 
souls of nun. 

An-I, l.y tile \%ay, to ol.viate obje«'tion**, and prevent being 
HM- uiideis''< •), 1 \MMiId next a little mention ^% hat I intend. 



INTRODCCTION. XI. 

and I would be always understood to mean the same diviue 
principle, when at any time in tliis Discourse I may treat of 
it, under any of those Scripture names by which it was known 
to the holy men of old, in either dispensation, when liinted 
at in parables, or laid down in terms more plain; which terms 
or expressions noting to us this lively efficacious power, are 
not a few. It is called the Word, Wisdom, Truth, Leaven, 
the Seed, the Spirit, the Comforter, the Light, the Grace, the 
Life; and with this last I first begin. 

" I am come," said Christ, "that they may have life." What 
life was this but a divine life, which they had before and since 
the fall? — but in the fall their understandings were darkened, 
" being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance 
that is in them because of the blindness of their hearts." 

Christ enlightens them that had sat in darkness, opens that 
eye which the God of this world had blinded, brings men 
again to the knowledge of, and subjection unto, the life of 
God, from which they had been alienated in the wicked works. 

And as thus the Apostle treats of unregenerate men, so 
to those that were in some degree turned to Christ, he writes, 
" If the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead 
dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead sliall also 
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwellcth in you." 

Here is a being quickened, and that by the Spirit. 

And the Spirit is life and giveth life; this, then, is the life 
men have by Christ, who are born of his Spirit; and con- 
cerning this life, and a being united thereunto I conceive the 
aforesaid author treats. 

But then it fairly follows to enquire how is tliia work be^vva 
hy Christ; as with respect to owr ie^ewev?k.\A.Qxv^ Vw* ^-^sx^NSi^ 
on, and how completed^ 



Bgf^ 



'ain and gial 
n the jnya Ifaj 



FiTBl, let usa lillle view ouraalvea ss fallen b}' tmnsgr^ 
sidn; iDBD}' are brutish BS tile bcwW (hat perish. We ha^ 
indeed, more nttiunal facullits tliau they, but which of Ci:^^, 
faonltieB are nol {in one degree or other) depraved, and bu6- 
jeeted in Bome to more bmlailuste llian thej/; ao tliat a gi 
diimluih of goodnsss, a strong averaian ta yiety and vii 
hM t«o goDerally prevailed on men, and ungodlinesB of V: 
ona aorta. Men are not onlj- lapsed into, hut love, delight I 
uid are uDwilliog (o forego. 

Tliat tliis depruved estate shonld ronder men unmeet 
jiara^Be niiil heaven, need not be wandered at, nhiln tl 
jojB coaaist iu vice, wliich is excluded there; and that d> 
lliua aJiould juatlj dwell in woo, who for tlie vi 
pleatures hero on earth, do alight and dtseateetn tl 
we eternal. And yet, alss ! too general ly is this t)ie sad eatat 
of man, and so must always have rcnuincil, had not OH 
merciful and inost gracious God found out a way for nuui t 
i>e regMoed from this depravity. 

And here begins our benefit by Oirist, for whose B^ 
through the (orbearancD of God, we are not suddenly cut 01 
in our iran.fgreeiiion. But the Lord sometimes n'sits long g 
men and nations, ere he cesses striving with them by ll 
Sfurit, BO an to give them up to a reprobate iense, or 1 
doitroy them in their rebellion. ] 

And during this day of God's farbearBuce, many are ■ 
viaila to tlie souls of men, to deter the wicked Irom tM 
ways, by his Light giving to man soiue siglit of his depralfl 
and loss; many limes by his reproofs bringing anxiety H 
Iroahiif ol soul, causing many in their serious thcmd 
ft>«V. "Loi-d be merciful lo me a mqubv." X«\,ii\»».\4 



few do heed this inward work; and such is the corrupt ctktvy 
of nuuiyf tlK>y ratlier cbixMe by some dirersion Co avoid tin 
■nwwd uiiBc of Diiser)> th«y mijjlit improve tu tliclr ament 
ment, did they turn to him lli&t smilos, and iicurliun to li 
ToicD b; whom tlie Fatlior now ipenkelli iu the aeeret of (]i 
KHila lit men, enromuiiting all niea everyivhere tu repent. 
Not only to be son'owful for iJieir sius, but nUo to rorukft 
tha iniquilies sorrawed for. , 

In whomaoeici' (his work is thua boguD, 1 hope cone will 
den; Cbiiat to be the nOrknuji; and he that thus by ht» 
Light or Holy Spirit does be^ tbe work, let none say he i» 
onabls or nnwilluig to carry it on, and tu cumplute it, u an. 
humble subjection is yielded to hia power nod wQI nmnifeat' 
ID man, where this work woa wanting. 

And those in whom thia work comea to be compteted, thai 
is to say, audi who not only repent of their traaagBesBiDOt. 
bi>t become caovetied from evil courses, to newness of life 
and Chiita of hoIineHs, who can doubt of thesH enjoj'ing iha 
btineBt of the coming, sufleriogs, sjid death and life of ChristI 
Or in the Apostle's sense, reiuissioD uf sius in the name of tlio 
Lord Jesns. 

And who can doubt of those, but that as they coDtinao 
undei' tlie guidance of tins divine power or life, thoy wQI be 
more and more partakors of the diviue Dature, be united uuto 
God, and bear the lieavenly image, bh they have bomo tha 
image of the earthly I 

Thia is tile being broke off from the wild olive tree, and 
tlie grafting into Him who is the tme Vine, and becoming 
branehes in him, not to bring forth ioavea onlj-,— a shew of 
nlifpoo, H bare profession ot VioiTOew, ive^etfem^ Ca-rte. ■** 



ibBlsiiue, Bail (lie Hpiritual knimleijge of hiui in who 
e bleesing nna, aud is, aiiil is to come, Tbb JB the 
^Ihe tollowmg lines, and to show how it was the rer] 
inity of tlie primitive believers, Bml U the very rel 
le peojile uf God, in scam ealted QaaberB, notwiths 
IB tnanjrreproat-faes some have endeavoured to lend the 
Tho matter here intendtd to be diecuRBed, being no 
llBtniil ceremony otherwiae Ih&n as occaBionnllj it i 
t, but bemg rather BiiirUiiBl, end relating to an 
iqn»in(»nce with God who is a B[]iril, I tliererore 
W reader moy, with seriouaiicBs, turn hia mind iui 
ind labour to avoid carnality of mind, and wu 
r irorldly thooghtB, whiob too "ften take off, diva 
lUad the mind from that ciimpoited inward altentini 
aeMuary, in order to a light judging of aiiiiiiual 
• ApoHtle said, " To he carnally minded is death, hi 
ifritnally minded ia life and peace ;" or, as the d 
la it, tlie minding the Spirit ia life and peace. An 
' the reader to be thuB compoEed; for as tho dieting 
f aoiuida helonga to the ear, and as seeing outward 
;a to tlie eye, bo there are tpirilual aenaes wliici 
be exorcised in disceruing xpi ritual thioga. 
Althcugh God has made man a rational creatui 
iduod bim with a facoUy called undorata tiding, or 
Ul which he ia capable of discerning the things thai 
1, wJthuiut he opens hia eye, and hath light aleo, he 
t llie dillbrence of colours, lo disecm which U < 
bWk blaekeHt, or tho like; nor without the ear ft 
r govadii whereby to discern wliith is loudeut, 
i™^ ornliich mort meloAioua, ?n \n aivscBX^i 
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INTRODUCTION. XV. 

tual tluDgs, the mind must be Bpiritual, and turned to the 
light; lor though^ in taking notice of things outward^ and 
also things spiritual, the mind of man is not divested of its 
nnderstanding or reason^ yet it behoves tliat the mind be 
suitably disposed to the object it is about to observe. 

The matter^ then, to be observed, being spiritual, let me 
again persuade the reader to be retired in his mind, serious 
and hnmble, and heartily desiring of God to give him a true 
discerning of what shall be treated of in the following sheets. 

That there are so many differences among the profeBsors 
of Christianity, is sorrowful enough; but that such misunder- 
standings as there are should happen among I^rotcstants, and 
such too as intend reformation, in whatsoever they sliall 
discover to be needful, is much to bu lamented ; and if any 
safe and effectual cure could be found, one would hupo such a 
discovery would, by true experienced ChriHtians, be esteemed 
glad tidings of great joy to all people, would they accept of it. 

Whatever may be the methods some may try, or whosoever 
the instruments in the hand of God, in order to the bringing 
on so desirable a work, yet we can never reasonably expect 
it will be brought to pass, until we find a new and divine 
nature prevailing in our souls. 

This is the prize, therefore, to be aimed at; and although 
accounted by some an erroneous dream, wild enthusiasm, and 
abundance more hard names have been imputed to it, yet since 
such known and well-approved authors, hereinafter quoted, do 
patronize this truly Christian doctrine, let it be wondered at 
by none, that we, whuse known principle it has been, should 
often show our public approbation of so great a Christian 
truth, which if once well uuOLei«\A^ wcA ^^\5ft\'^^'^'^'«»^ 
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of choicest price, who would not hdU alJ to purchMO itt W| 
would not part with whatsoever might obetruct one M 
posBeBaian of iti And hod sU Tuiuid this Life of God in 4 
Soul of Man, who would not readily subjeet to the ntf 
creating power of iH 

Udw cffcctiinlly Ihin would cnre all our diviBions, when ^ 
•bonld rend our Futlier's name in one another'a forehead, M 
tile visa in heurt jadge. ■ 

Uon great dopiuvil; mim; rest under, and scarce irfl 
know themselves, is very apparent; but when the Bodea j 
igrionJice, or misguiding education fall froui men's ofes, al 
they behold tbcimselves and one another under the inflDeiigi 
of k divina lifs, how will the lore of the brutliren preT*i| 
and oharity tacreasc, animosity wear out, and envy 
tbs long distracting difTereuces among meu vanisli away a 
misU before the morning sun. 

If, then, so good a work may well bo expected, as tUis St 
diTiue prevails in men, bow cautious aught all to be, especitJI 
those who pretend Co undertake the charge of souls, that th 
■lifle no beginnings of it, nor discourage any who to tb 
utmost are promoters uf il, by declatiug to tlie world, 
the Apostle John m old tinic, " the life was manifest ai 
have seen iL" 

Many of jou of this age were chiWren, or uoboro, 
this visitation uf Gud first broke forth in so emineDt s 
Her in this Uhiiid, and, therefore, not being papablo to 
of it for yaursclvus, have had tlio unhappiness to bo educal«d 
in a prejudice against it, and perhaps have fallen 
^iMcben who having had ashitlesenseof it Bsyour8elvia,ai 
^^Bfaiiiqg tlliB gK&t tundameouX o! «.\\x.ro<i t«X\^«aVnH 



INTHODUCTloN- 

', bave Btt themseires to iirearh and writ 
%ut since both the Holy Scriptarea nnd such cmi 
" (berraU'ter mentioDed, hovo eo recommended it to the vorli 
- lye ma; well veniiire to lajr anide all prejudiced 

lit, and entar gerionBly into an eiamlnntion of (his priooipll 
' imyled, " The Life of God in the Soul of Man." 

EYou have had opportunity to observb not only the foi 
yoDwero etiurated id, butpErhapa many of youli 
other fonOB also, and among them all may have 
of life and power, a want of life in your forniB, i 
1 power to live in Bueli a hearty reforniatioti, as some of yoi 
I teaoheiB and your own i^xperience liave told you is ni 
J to youT inward peace, and the glory of God. To all such, 
I ia now licoome n necessary point that you exumino this di 
I trine,— rant li/i aid potL-er Jrom God through our Lord Je 
} Christ it comvtaBiratid la tie aotUa of nun, now, 
iajl, at certainly as it icas in primitire times. 

And if by the arguraenta from the said Traatiae mentioned 
and the other c[uota(ianB herein also noted, aa also from the 
proofs of Holy Scripture briefly hinted, ye grow confirmed 
in a belief of thia gospel -trutlj, what should hinder but that 
your minds should turn in unto it, and yoa there learn yi 
own Blatcs, and como to a clear diaceruing in yourselvea wh»' 
enormitiea or vils afiaetinns do predominate in you; and that 
f)>om this holy principle you should Icam to deny them, and' 
become new men, in a life of holinesa under the conduct 
this Holy Spirit, to glorify God in yonr bodiesj souls, and 
spirits, wLioh aro his. 

1 do confees the aforesaid Treatises arc end ou,'^ 
esieerned valaable wurks; and \ Ivooc wVW.Wwive - 
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LIFE OF GOD IN THE SOUL OF MAN. 



j CH.\PTEll T. 

(Of the Dimne Life. 
That there is a Divine life, which man is capahle to 
luicm, and live in conformity to, while here on earth. 
w so plain a pD«ition of the Treatise in questio 
caDed, "Thb Life op God in titb Soul of Man 
hy Henry Scougal, that it may reasonably be taken 
for a granted principle, not only of the author 
thereof, and of the Bishop' that recommended it, 
but also of all that are of the same persuasion with 
them. 

And though some others may teem awhile amused 
at the propositiou, yet by the time they have cc 
dered the following sheets, with a mind disposed to 
relish spiritual things, it is hoped they will have, not 
only a better apprehension of it, hut also a full t 
cession in their minds thereto. 

But for the clearer illustration to the well- intended 
", what I treat of, I shall a little follow the said 

I (I) GiJtiert Cumet, late BiaViDp qI ¥«;;i*.vwi- 



OF THi; iJivir 

', author in the explication of it. He saitk 
" come next to give on account why I desigat 
" the name of Divioe life i aad eo it may be 
" not only in regard of its Fountain — having 6 
■' its Author, and being' wrought in the souls o 
" by the power of his Holy Spirit — but also 
" of its nature."' 

Wherein is plainly acknowledged who ia the P 
I tain of this Divine life, from whom it comes; andl 
I any one should still undervalue it, and render it i 
L natural faculty of the soul, or some remainder oi 
T^orefalher Adam, hear the said author again : — " 
" a beam of the eternal light, a drop of that 
" acean of gooilnei^s, and they who are endiiei 
" taai/ be said lo have God dmflling 
" Christ farmed tcirhin them."' 
If, then, a principle so noble i 
> eternal light be bestowed on mai 
' Lights, what benefits may poor benighted sii 
' hope for therefrom, if he apply, with sincere dilij 
hi* mind to the illumination of it ? Even d 
than what John plainlv saith for our encooragi 
"nhi* first Epistle, "If we walk in the light. " 
1 the light, we have fellowship one with anotha 
\ the blood of Jesus Christ bis Son cleanseth 

"* But. in regard that this great attuj 
I of Christianity ia not the first step of those 
J tniodB are turned to the light,'* let us consider 
I what this light or Divine life is. with respect 
I operations in ub ; in the said author's own 1 
" It is an inward, free, and eelf-moving prinol 
And to what, pray, does it move and iavlii ~' 
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I but unto that which is good? And, aguin, he saya, 
I " Thoee who have made proves in it, are not only 
, '■ tkcted by external motives, driven merely by threat- 
■| "enings, nor bribed by prgmises, nor coaEtrained bv 
J" lawB ; bnt are powerfullv inclined to that which is 
["good, and delight in the pcrft 



CHAPTER II. 

T/iat there are many advantages by (his 
Dirine Life. 

Tbxhe aw many advantages by this beam of eternal 
Kght, as our aatbor'a phrase is, as v/e become inclined 
by it ; for as men's minds are turned inward to this. 
Divine light, they will see their sins, and the defor- 
mity of soul occasioned thereby. What hurtful lueta' 
reign within ; envy in some, lascivionaness in others ; 
pride, emulation, covetousness, deceit, druukennees, 
lasary and prodigality, and abundance of vices, how 
predominant they are in men ! even in many that 
carry a shew of religion, and boast thcraselves — 
" That they are of this or the other persuasion, and 
have joined theroselvce to one of those many sects 
into which Christendom ia unhappily divided, — 
Bome placing [their religion] in the outward man, 
others in a constant course of esternal duties, — of 
frequenting the church or their closets."- — "But 
they who are acquainted with it, know by estperi- 
ence, that true religion is an union of the eouI wiih 
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" God, a red particijiatiuii of the divme nature, 1 

" very image of God drawn mjon the aoul ; 

" Apostle's phrase, ' it ia Chriat formed within ns." 

How short, then, of this nttaitiment mahitud 
are, they may soon aee by this illumiimtion inward 
reaching to them, discovering what trnnsgressia 
they are guilty of; and who is it that can Bay 
tame divioe principle doth not also ehow them t! 
ought to forsake those evils ? For religion does fl 
only require the mind [to be] " awaLened to ece '' 
dismal consequeocea of a vicious life,"= but 
men, in the sense of the danger of eternal woe. oii| 
to resolve upon an hearty amendment, and not p 
Bently " lose that prospect"^ thev had of their di 
by R sinking into sloth. " It id the foll^and r 
of must that they live at adventure,"* and leave t 
other world to take care for itself. 

But certninly this is not the way to eternal hmpj 
nwB ; neither ought such to suppose their love 
heaven is real, when they so give up tbemtclvea 
■in. Nor can they reasonably think they love C 
M they ought, in whom the god of this world, ife 
worst sense, so bears rule, that the love of God (Ini 
is not in Ihcm. 

tiut as the minds of men are exercised in 
Divine life, it weans from the Mnful vanities, rkiai 
the soul n hearty love to God, and bringa " 
nncc In be the choice " of those who once d 
in their evil ways. And, " repcntnncc ittelf i 
" delightful exercise, when it Howeth from ths p 
" ciple of love ; there is a secret sweetoew m 
" tccompanielh thme tears of remorse, thoaa ■ 
"inff and rele(iliD(;ft ol a soul returning to G ' 

) itiibi. iw iltlo. u^ A\«B. W\ ' 
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s repentnnce is considered as a fruit of tbig 

> Divine principle, it will not have that ghastly appear-: 

> ance nherenith eonie have been discouraged, as if t9 
: break off from the undoing course of sin, were 
rlway to be miserable in this life, whatever sboukl be 
^ their lot in the other. Bat those who are sincere, 
Jwill see, that as they really ougtit to sorrow for their 

(Offending God, so they thenceforth ought lo love him, 
J and loving him, to quit those things that brought ihe 
' anger of God upon their souls, and so lo desire the 
I enjoyment of him. " Where divine love possesaeth 

*' the soul, it stands sentinel to keep out every thing 
, *■ that may offend the beloved." ' 
J And those in whom the love of God prevails, it, 

Swill dispose them to despise the world, as well the- 
glittering glories of it, as the sinful vanities that are> 
therein ; for, '■ the love of God is a delightful and 
J " fiffectionate sense of the Divine perfections, which 
J " makes the soul resign itself wholly to him, desiring 
. " above all things to please him.' '■^ 



CHAPTEU III. 

This Dieine life renews the mind, ami 

restores out of the fall. 

L Tbub the mind of man being by this powerful oper- 

-atjre principle changed, loalhiijg sin and the author 

of it, ibe devil; loving goodness, and God the Author 

of it, and becoming resigned to him : his natu'e will 

; renewed, his affections tiuBei ^0 "ivto. ■^Miv?^ 



I 6 TO UIVI-: AN UOl.V LIFE. ■ 

good, even to delight in tboee thingB which and 
pleasing to God ; to which the design of Chrin 
waa to restore men. that they might love God''] 
all, have deeires daily to be doing his will, 
such sweet returns of blessings from him, 
great encouragement to a furtherance and pel 
ence therein. Oh ! happy state, indeed, of SU 
adan, where the curse is done away, and 
canse of it, put an end to. " and righted 
become the girdle of our loins." i when trufl 
meekoess, and righteousness abound in the ear 

Before sin entered, all the Paradise of Gci 
Adam's garden, atid all the enjoyments there Xb 
delight of soul and body : nothing forbid but 
ing on the mixed knowledge of the good ai 
or evil with the good : this God forbad, and 
exercised, not more the power of a Royal Sot 
than the goodness of a merciful God, as wd 
warning as forbidding sin. 

Yet, alas ! all these enjoyments safliced not 
the listeoing mind of our first parents hom \ 
what sataa presented as a seeming benefit, 
brought on their fall, and so their misery. 
that before was God's delight, and God hia i 
joy, become below the beasts thai periah ; i 
woeful state than they ; they to have a few da] 
and be no more; but he in sinful ways, and BO C 
ing, must endure the sad and sorrowful eflects 
here ; and after, woe perpetual in the world tl 
Of the dismal etate on earth our author gives | 
»aying. — " What a shameful and unworthy 1 
I " is f qr so noble and divine a creature aa ths 
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" man, to be sunk and immersed in brutish iiud sea- 
"anal lusts, or amused with airy and phantaatical ' 
" delights ; and so to lose the reUsh for solid and 
''Hpiritual pleasures; that the beast should be fed 
"and pampered, and the mau and the Christian be 
'• starved iu us !"' 

Were this alone the misery of siafnl men. raany 
perhaps would choose the present evil world, and 
etight the blessings of divine enjoyments wherewith 
the Lord rejoiceth those who fear, and love, and 
follow him. 

But such would do well to consider, that when, for 
abominations here, the^ have lived through i 
' frequent canvictiona, sharp reproof, strokes; 
ir, and foretastes of hell, they at last shall be 
into the endless torment of it, " where thefa" 
elh not, and the fire is not quenched ;''" and 
are degrees of sinning, so also will there be 
of punishment. 

! cannot this, O sinful man, affright thee 

i^thy daily rebellions against a merciful God, that 

)l thee again and again, by the warnings of bis 

y Spirit ; and those who have that blessing of 

ctiptnres, does not the Lord, even by them, set 

J the dismal woe of disobedient men ? How 

is he, by thera, told thee, "the wicked, and' 

t forget God, shall be turned into hell,"^ from 

e there is no redemption ? 

men come to consider this their mi 
y are plunged into, and what they are falleo. 
' doth it not naturally lead them to bethink^ 
1 what that must be, that is the cause 

MfiBonpl. (2) Mart, ui, 44. (^^-^-esaW.viiV 
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this calamity. And what is it but sin f If sin, t 
be the cause of all this misery, what is eid ? S 
a departiDg from the counsel of God, by breakiDg 
juet coramaail, wherein the jirerngative of Q 
gracious power was exerted for man's preservat 
as well as to g-ive him opportunity to approve bhl 
and loydlty to God. 

It was very just, the Lord, who gave to man. 
being, should set bounds to the people, and app 
him lome law, in observance whereof man m^ht hI 
hiB BubjectioD to that great eternal power, which 
both made him and blest him above all creatures 1 
below, and given him power over them. 

That, in a proof of his love and obedience to G 
man might live a season here on earth, and then 
received to eternal blessedness. 

And. as it was just in God to reserve a suprei 
over man. and to require some obedience from 
so was his mercy also largely manifest, in decL 
to Adam the danger of departing from bis prol 
counsel and his just command. 

But. alas ! man in tins state of safety and blei 
nesa did not long remain, but hia happiness I 
beheld and envied by a fallen spirit, called the ser] 
the devil, sutun, and that adversary ; be, to ruin i 
and draw him from the love and favour of i 
attacks him in the weakest part, the woman, and 
degrees gains first a listening to. and then a likini 
hia temptation ; so they thereby became deceit 
believing, by his advice, they might obtain 
and more happy enjoyinenlH than were alli 
God 1 and so tasted disobedience : and justcMd 
ba'ag AS Gods, became UaasgrceaitrH, Mlinginto 
whenin the curse was, and so W\, ^sWiwSsa^ 



NO TRUE PEACE IN SIN. 9 

n with God through the Spirit ; for God is 
fc«Mdean haveno fellowahip with the unfruitful 
)rkers of darkness, hut they are shut out fruiu His 
Eisence who inhahits eternity and dwells in the light. 
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CliVPTER IV. 
the fall, man hath no I 



a eojuy no true peace, but aa often as 
is sensible of this loss, he feels trouble, aaxiety, 
id horror, day and night uneasiness, seeking rest 
It fioding none ; and the coDtiuuance of the inward 
iguieh of hi^ mind may well g^ve him to believe 
tere is, aa hefore hinted, a worm that never dieth, 
fire that never goes out, all procured by his own 
B; he, yielding to the serpent's suggestion, became 
imself the cause of all his misery. 



f CHAPTER V. 

in the fall man'x will depra 



t*N cannot justly charge his Maker, who made him 
appy, and in that state of happiness free to have 
emoined : in which freedom, had his choice always 
ecu of that which was good, Ve\iaiA'«K^ft«io^\^"Mi^ 
. Which freedom, in tt\e Mcq\hA di a.'feia^s!^ 
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M.\N CKEATED Dl'RIGHT. 



Life, printed with the other, and recoramended 
the BBine Bishop, is thus expressed : — " There 
that liberty given him which was essential to, 
nature, that he could fix his thought! 
tion he chose to consider," 

MiltoD, also, ia hia Paradise Lost, lib. 2. ti 
largely hereof. I present the reader with a few of] 
heroic verses : — 

" WJioee faultl 
Whose but his ownl lD|;ratel ho had of mo 
Ail be coDld bavo; I made him jaal and riglil, 
Suffiineat to haVB atond, tbough free to fall: 
Such I created all tba Hlhcriol powara 
And spirits, both them that staoi aod ihem wl 
Fmely they stood wlio btood, and fell who fell; 
Not free, what proof could tbey have given sin 
or ftea allegiancp, conatant faith or lovo. 
Where only what they need* must do, appeared, 
Not what they would; what praise woald Ihey rccslfal 
What pleasure I from snch obedtenee paid I 
' Where will and reason (reason also is choice) 
Useleas and vain, of Treedoni both diapoiled, 
Made pasaive hotb, had eerred necessity, 
Not me; they therefore as to right belungi^d, 
So were vniated, nor can justly aocuse 
Their Maker, ur thoir making, or'tlicir fate. 
At i( prodeBtinalion overruled 
Their will, disposed by absolute dflcreo, 



tdge liad no influence on their fault, 
not lesB proved certain untoreftnown. 
fio, without least iuHuenee or shadow of fate. 
Or aught by me immutably foreseen, 
fH._.. — ipgg,. Buthars to themselves in all. 

tt they judge and what they ohouse; fbr i 
1 formed iheiu free, and {ten Ihey must remain 
Till they enthrall themselves; 1 ulao must ohange 
7%(UF aaEare, and revoke tW ^liiAt ^ecMu 
^^ebuigeahk, denilkl, wliicV oTduue^ 
**-it fl»edom ! Uiey lliMnaeUoaotdwusiftm* 
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b' Let as aha obaerve a «bort ptissnge in Dr. GcU ; — 
There was no absolute decree o! reiirubatJon agains' 
iJbui, from eternity, since Gad himself sBitli, ' If thiii 
doest well shalt thou not be accepted ? U thou doest 
ftvil, eiif lieth at ibe door,' viz. upon the conscien 
■S BD effect of evil-doing, arising from Cain's jdelding 
'to Ihe temptatioa ; therefore not to be imputed to 
iGod's decree." ' 
[■ The enslaving the will of man to absolute necessity 
"■fa all he doth, is not nf God. Were men engaged 
by absolute decree in all their actions, ihen all they 
should do would be good ; for therein they would do 
the wi]l of God, and none caujd be blamed for doing 
iiiB will 1 and if men make the holy God the dccreer 
of murder, drunkenness, and all debauchery, then, 
Bccordijig to them, the murderer, and drunkard, and 
debaocbee is a doer of God'a will; and Ibey that do 
bis will, are not justly to be punished for it. This 
Dpiniou, therefore, destroys the very notion of evil ; 
for evil, in the proper sense, is a doing what is for- 
bidden of God. ur contrary to him who is goodness 
iteeir, and is the author of all the good his creatures 
do or enjoy ; and that which is contrary to goodness, 
is contrary to God ; and uf that be cannot be the 
author. 

(I) Geil'a Essay. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Ifi ihe fallen state man liable to mm 
•miseries, Itere and lieree^ter. 

Thus Adam's tranegression and loss was not ' 
decree ; but he, beiog enticed by the serpent, . 
consenting to the disobedience, fell from the 
and among olher losses, lost the pore freedom 
mind and will, held in bondage under the powf 
Eatan, captive to him, eame more, some les 
ing to the degrees of their hearkening to and cb( 
Batau ; some no far depraved, that it was truly 
of Ihem, "They drink iniquity like water;"' i 
not carried so far captive by him into the moat 
Rhominations. are yet drana away into pride, 
glory, eelf-loBe, covetonsnesB. deceit, or other ti 
gresBionH ; concerning all which the Apostle 
plainly. " The wages of sin is death,"" not a ] 
tioD of being ; but a death to this Divine life a; 
of, Many, probably, would be glad that, 
their pleasure in sin shall cease, they might 
cease to be ; and that their miseries, which 
already taken hold upon them, might not follow 
beyond the grave, into a state immortal. 

But Ihe soul tbat was created immortal 
might enjoy immortal bliGS, though by coDtJni 
in sinning it hath los^t its "holiness without 
no man shall sec the Lord;"^ yet its immc 
remains, and it must remain an immortal being, 
without faith and Te{ieDlance in this life, to be u 

y miserable in the next. 



'■ The wiclteii la reserved to the day of destruction 
they ahall bebronghl forth to the day of wrath."' 

' And maay of them that sleep in the duBt of the 
earth shall awake : some to evcrlasling life, and some. 
to «hatae and everlasting contempt."" 

" Depart from nie, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angela."^ 

*' And these shall go awav into everlasting punish- 
went ; but the righteous into life eternal."* 

As our Lord aleo shewed in the parable of.the rich 
man and Lazarus, where Abraham is rendered saying'. 
" Between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so 
tiiat they which would pass hence lo you, cannot 
neither can they pass to us, that would come from 

•■ The hour is coming, in the which all that are ii 
the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth 
they that have done good, unto the resurrection o 
life ; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrec- 
tioil of damnation,"* 

" The Lord kooweth how to deliver the godly out 
of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the 
day of judgment to be punished." ' 



CHAPTER VIL 

God not the author of 'man's 
of Inx recoreiy. 



fall, hut 



Althodom God is not the author of the fall of man, 
yet he is the author and first mover in man's recovery, 

(1) Job, xii, 30. (2) Daaiel, •Ka,1. ^V) TAsi.. tl.-».i . liV. 

(4J Stat xxr. 4B. (S) LuUo, xvi,25. 1^6^ Sdtax, -»,'», IS. 

(7)2Pet«x,H, 3, 



COD THE AUTHOa OK MAN S B 

B the Lord said, "O Israel, thou hast destroyed 
elf. but in me is tlune help." ' How much a' 
my raay be sensible of the aforesaid deplorable i 
gfet have they not of themselves power to di 
^emseives therefrom ; so that they are under a, 
gustakc, who jodge that man, by his own strc 
md will, can return to hia primitive puritv, 
HD enjoy his primitive happiness ; and by hia 
[^ling and running in this corrupt estate* obta" 
MTOur of God again ; there being a flaming 
let to keep unholy man from his former pai 
lltjoyment, and all the blessings of the 

In this ineKpressibk misery man must for 
lave remained, had not God, who delightel 
kiercy, prepared a way for man's recovery ; a> 
'y redeeming him from this corrupt and captii 

ate, aa by providing for him an atonement U 

insgresaionH. and by both delivering hina 

nth to come. 



CHAPTER YIII. 

How IhU recovery is wrtnii/hl by Cht 

Hb that enjoys this complete redemptioa is a 
a Chrbtian in hfe. though not so esteem) 
my high professors ; yet God knows who arA< 
d a goodly portion have they to whom th 
e lot of their inheritance. 



(1) UoaiTtt, ^ 



SCRIPTURE NAMES OF 

And here it is very proper to show how, and hyM 
tat this happiness is atlainsc] ; and hv what namt 
^Holy Scripture that power is spoken of, whic 
kbegin, carry on, and eirecttliis blessed work, 
^ftesiriyname we find given to it is, "The seed of J 
hromaii [that] shtdl bruise the serpeot'g head :' 
pti, though comnionly understood of. Christ in tl 
1 of -hia flesh, and hia Wonderful patience, suffer- 
1^ conflict* with satao, and his becoming bii nffering 

; yet his unspeakable goodiieas and lave : 
^,WBB such, that he was batli before, and is sioi 
1 the fleKh, a. mighty deliverer of h 
^Isiaeh 

l^thatitisby bim the serpent's head, the e\ 
•■power in men, is bruised, and at last overcome; • 
h Christ, who Btrengtheneth [his people] with ' 
'n their inward man.- 
ia the prophecies of' hiip, and prom 
hiin, in the Holy Scriptures, he is spoken of 
)UH names j as, by Jacoh "under the eipreasiott 
|,Shiloh."3 — -A Star,"^ — By Moses, David. 
6*he Evangelist, and Paul, " The Word."'^ — By 
ti and Paul, " The Redeemer."'' — By Isaiah also, 
fty John the Evangelist, "A Light."'— By Jere- 
^-Jihe dispensation of Christ is treated of Qndef. 
plfbrni of '• New Covenant."" — ByDaniel..' 
t daa end of siu, and bringer in of everlasting 
'9 — Hy- the Angel to • Joseph, apokeo' 
i"A Saviour to save hie people from.theiu, sina."*! 



il> SCUll'TURF, NAMES OF CHRIST. 

By John the Baptist he is spoken of. as " He tbl 
takelh away the sins of the ivorld ;"' and, as " "^ 
Baptizer with the Holy Ghost, and with fire."' 
Paul, as " A Sacrifice for Sin,"^ — Some m. 
" Reproof for Sin."* — Some speak of " His Spirittl 
Work to purge out the corruption, and reetore tM 
state of holiness,"^ — He is also called •■ £manud«|| 
"Wiadora, the power of God and life,"' 
and true witDesB,"" "A bright and morning star," 

And yet the various parts of this his work, 
treated of in Scripture, are all applicnble t< ' 
and his Spirit, though under many difFerin^ 
eions, divers of which may he occasionally tuuu 
the following pages. 

Nest, as lately hinted by Moses, by whom he » 
called the Word, -'The word nigh unto thee, in thj" 
mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it."'* 
In which expression, although Mnaes doth so recom- 
mend them to the inward knowledge of it, yet Ibit 
is no derogation to the value of the outward counsd 
or commands that have flowed, or do flow, ft»iii 
the word within. 

So that their accusations have been vain, who haw 
pretended that our being recommended to the word 
within, tended to the slighting or undervaluing tbe 
words without, which have been given forth from it. 

No. no ; it is by the virtue of the Word within we 
come to fulfil the words without. 

As David eaith, " Thy word have I bid in 

(l) John i. 2U. (2) Matt iii. 11. |3) 1 Cor. v, 7; 
knd X. 1'2. (J) i-ralm I, :!ti Jdvi xvi, U; K 
(J) ]«i*hiv,4: MfttthE» ii>, IS; Lukeiu,lG; 
mim.rii,U. (-)HBh.i,3. tB1V*x.\i,\*. V 
'« (10) beat. XXX. l\ to U. 



SORIPTORE XAMES C 
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InrI 
My, I 



K I might not ein (kgaibst thee ;" ' and for confir- 
1 heredf, leet any ehall apply this to the lav 
ttrd, the Apostle disUng^uishes very pli * 
jlkting the "words of Moses. " The man that doth 
't things ihall live by them, hut [saith he] the 
'^Osnew which is of Faith speaketh od this wise, 
te thine h^art, who chall ascend into heaven 
3 hring- Christ down from above.) The 
ft 19 nigh thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart, 
" I, the word of faith, which we preach."- And 
lid not preach another word than Christ the 
d nigh in the heart ; all these that receive Chriti 
t, can " believe with the heart, and confess with 
^onth, that God huth raised him from the dead, 
O be' saved by him."^ 
"i treats of his redeeming work;* and the 
e'eaith, " He gave himself for us thi 
UB from all iniquity."^ Here is plainly 
r captivity, and His' being 
* we might be dehvered from sin,* as the Apostle" 
' -Words it, " There shall come out of Zion the deliverer, 
and shall turn away ungodhness from Jacob ."'' 

And yet this work (if God will hpt admit of idleT 
ness in man ; for, as the prophet lays it down, those 
that enjoy this redemption, are .they that " turn from 
transgressioQ in Jacnb."^' 

Indeed these eKcellent enjoyments (which the test 
of wordly things cannot equaljare not the attainment! 
of unaelive sloth ; but^ as 'Canaan lay at a distance 
from the Land of Egypt, so are these spiritual hlesa- 
.ings-niach remote from, the Egyptian servitude.insin; 

tli pHalm cjJx, 1 1. <3) Rom. x, 5, ti, 8. (Ji'^ 3QV^\,\s'iJ«A 
^/Itfiiih tix, 20. 



wiioever, therefore, would attain thereto, muf 
through travel froai the land of bondage; ' from « 
the power of the spiritual Phuroah, the god of ^^^ 
world, who rules in the hearts of the childr^ i 
disobedience. *^ 

And, as it was said of old, " Out of Egypt h^^^ 
called my Son," which was fulfilled of Christ in ^' 
days of his flesh ; so all ihat claim to be ChristiEmi 
would do well to consider, whether thev have u) 
been in spiritual Egv[it, and whether they « 
out thereof. 

I scarcely doubt but that the generality of mM 
OD serious consideration, may lay their hands upC' 
their hearts, and confess, with sorrow, that the 
of this world hath too long ruled in their minds, t 
by subjecting the mind ruled the whole mar 



P CHAPTER IX. 

Christ treated of as our Liyhi. 

Anb this was the depraved state of ihe Jews, when 
Ihey departed from God, and had broken covenant 
with him ; — " Yet saith the Lord. I will make 
covenant with the house of Israel, and this shall be 
the covenant that 1 will make, I will put my law in 
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts, and I 
vrill be their God;"' — "And I will put my Spirit 
within vou. and cause you to vralk in my statutes."* 
Again, that gospel -prophet Isaiah, when he pro- 
phc»ies of salvation by Christ to the Gentiles, tha 



{I I S.xinlaa » 



(2) Jpr. J 



i,a\,' 



. C-VitiaV.- 



(, tha J 



" I will give thee for a covenant pf 
»ple, for a light to the Gentiles ;" and again, 
o give thee for a light ta the Gentiles, that 
mayest be my salvation to the end of the earth. 
e Christ was thus treated of under the name 
, before his coming in the flesh, no also 
. as we have it in the teatimony of good old 
, — " Lord now iettest thou thy servant depart 
s, according to thy word, for mine eyes have 
ly ealvation, which thou hast prepared before 
e of all people, a light to hghten the Gentiles, 
lC glory of thy people Israel."' And thit 
r of preaching Christ is noted hy the Evange- 
lerning John the Baptist, that he came for i 
— " To be a witness of the light, the true 
ich enlighteneth every man that cometh intO' 
i ; he was in the world, and the world 
him, and the world knew him not."^ 
. indeed, refer Christ's being our light only 
RiluB holy example and excellent doctrine preached 
' by him in the days of his flesh ; but divers well- 
esteemed writers have (as we do) applied these Scrip- 
toree to his divinely enlightening the souls of 

As GeU says ; — " The Lord himself is that living 
principle of light, life, power, and might, by whom 
the peopk of God perform all their works ; which 
he is therefore said to do in them, yea. without whom, 
being separated (jc''iU 'i^) as vine branches from the 
Block, we can do nothiug."'* 

"Whom the Father ^ves for a light unto 
Gentiles ;"'' ipS; ti; o.wo*»XuJ-iii jS»ui>, a light for the 
uncovering of the Gentiles."* 
(0 laaiiili xlii. 6; xlix. 6; Zach.i. (,11 ■L\^bKv,1.^v. __, 

'- , (3J John i, 6 to 9, 10. W 3o^moi.6. i*>'a«£ 

9 JMJah riii, 8. 
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CHRIST OCR LIFE. 



Also, Matthew Hale remarks, — "As to Itie illui 
nation of the understanding, certaiuly what the ! 
is to the sentient eye, that and Diiicb mere is Almi^ht^ 
God to the mind of man."' " In thy light ehall vie 
eee light.". " Tliis [stlith he] is the true light that 
enlightens every man. that couieth into the world."* 

And the Evangelist fllso ehfws that it is the life of 
Christ that ia ihe light of men ; — " In him was lifa 
and the life was the light of men."' We have nilf 
only Christ for oar light, hut hy him have als6 life ; 
he that enlightens us, also quickens or enhven: 
do the work and will of God. 



CHAPTER X. 
KCktm treated of under the name Life. 

a the spiritual manifestation of Christ, and fab I 
_.. J work in order to our salvation, was testified 1 
mhf the name Ligljt, before, at, and after hin qomiog. J 
I the flesh \ so also did'Johu, in his Elpisttc, treat irf I 

n under the term Ijfe ; — " The life was liiaiiifested, 
and ne have seen it,and'bear witness,. and shew unto 
you that eternal life which'Wss with the Faiher. und 
'was jnaniirsted unto Tis."-'. So that this manifeststioff ' 
of' Christ within, though variously expressed in 
Scripture, according to jts several escejling prope 
and operations, as osperienced or foretold by the fa 
men of old, may wcU be treated of by the said a 
aa an uperative Spirit or principle, s ' ' 
(OJudgo llah'K CoiiteinpliilbnonVWWs.'mcy l?^^ 



^ri,»iJ<,hal,9. (8)JohnS.S. 1.1) \ lAw 
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it term, "Thb Lipb of Gon in the Soul 

SMan," as the title of his book is. and a " Divins 

;" " A beam of the eternal light ; a drop of 

t infinite ocean of goodness ; and [says he] those 

o are endued with it, may be said to have God 

6 dwelling in their aoula, and Christ formed within, 

Plhem,"' aa before noted. 



CHAPTER XI. 

This Light or Life the true ground of 
Repentance. 

7hib Divine life or light is that which la the trne 
ground of repentance, shewing men their corrupt 
estate, bringing reproof upon the souls of men in 
transgression. 

For, although too many have imputed this work 
only to a created light, or natural conscience, yet, if 
it be well considered, that man is plunged in sin, and 
a. depravity has prevailed in all his faculties in the 
ucregenerate state, me may well attribute, aa doth 
the Scripture, that work of reproof to God, Christ, 
and bis Holy Spirit. 

David, where recounting divers abominations of 
those times, speaketh in the name of the. Lord, say- 
ing, " I vrill reprove thee, I will set them in order 
before thine eyes ;" and thereupon goes on, and warns 
to repentance, saying, " Now consider this, ye that 
forget God, lest I tear yoti in pieces, and there be 
none to deliver."- 



THE TRUE OKODND OP BEPENTANCE. 

e ApoEtle to the Roisaiia, treating of the in 
l^cy of the law, takes notice of a twofold wor)c i^ 
' ' ; first, outward, — "In the likeness of s 

Secondly, " For sin condemned nin in th 
in order to a bleesed reformation, as he explain 
it, '■ That the righteousDess of ihe law might be ful 
filled in us who walk not after the flesh, but after tb ' 

It was also a blessed promise of Christ, to send tlia 
Spirit of Truth, which should guide its true followen 
into all truth i hut, says he. "He will reprove the 
world of sin i"^ so that it i« very plain this work ot 
reproving men fur sin ia in Scriptuie spoken of m 
the work of i;athcr. Son, and Holy Spirit. Arid' 
blcGsed are they that turn at hie reproof; for he will 
more abundantly on such pour out of his holy Spirit, 
and make known hie words unlo them, as he saith,— 
" If any man do hia will, lie shall know of tbe doe- 

It'is certainly a great disadvanlage to men profess- 
iag religion, when they fall in with those who under* 
value fhis work of reproof for sin in the conscicnMi 
KB if it were the act only of a man's own conecieMe, 
Whereasi did men indeed believe it to be the worfc 1| 
the Spirit of God, it is to be hoped they wotild hi 
a greater regard to it and its dictates, than c«" 
expCQted from tbem while they only esteem it a: 
of their owp consciences ; so that it must be olli 
such a belief is very likely to .citcite men to b' 
strict watchfulness against sin, and to a greater 
of drcn rasped ion in their ways ; and is, thi 
very necessary to be otoied with, llien, surely, ) 

(0 B«m. teiii, a,i. (2) Juhn x\i,tS. V^l S"'™-'"-'^^^ 




TUE TRUE OROUNII OF REPENTANCE, 

be rejected ; since so many plain proofs of it c 
occur in Holy Scripture, 
irthy to be noted, lliat this work of reproi 
•iag or condemQing^ sin nithiu, is not barely to brin^ ] 
Jlorror upon the 9ou!» of men, but it is that they may 
nbe awakened to fear God and depart froib evil ; and 
know him " To tarn Hia hand upon them, and 
purge away their drosa." ' 



CHAPTER XII. 

b i^irit which reproves, is ihat ichich 
\^{iptizetk the Saul, as yielded to. 

^BBN John the Baptist had a while been exerciaed 
in liia typical dispensation of water- baptism, he breaks 
forth, in a testimony of the effectual work of Cbriat, 
raying, '■ He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire, — he will thoroughly purge his floor, 
— he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."* 

This thorough purging by Christ his Holy Spirit 
is an inward work, greatly wanting among men, 
where corrupt desires and evil inclinations abound in 
the soul ; notwithstanding they may have had the 
baptisms in use in our lime, yet Ihey not reaching the 
sonl, do not purge away either the gnilt of sin, or the 
lore of it -, whereby the evil spirit holds dominion 
over many. Though in words tliey often soy. ■' Thy 
fcingdoro come," yet, not receiving the spirit, thev 
know nnl him to govern, nor his sanctifying work 

isd ;. 25, (.2) Mal,*ew \\\, W,^- 
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spoken of, as that of baptizing with the Holy Gl 
and fire. 

And this ia no small unliappiness to many, nhoi 
in some degree inclined to religion, viz: — Thai 
believe not in the only begotten Son of God, 
his spirituiJ work of baptizing, or " Purging the 
science from dead works, to serve the living snd 
God -," as is the duty of every man. bi 
every one professing to be followers of the boly Ji 

Certainly they who own the Scriptures, will 
agree to the following quotation, as ssith the b 
mentioned treatise, " That there is a new birth. 
" divine inward operation of the Spirit of God, 
" does constantly exert ilself io the souls dC 
" adopted sons of God, but chiefly in their i 
" tioQ, ia a truth to sacred and certain, that i 
" have any acquaintance with the inward 
" God. can so much as question it."' 

And those w)(o know the inward ways of 
cannot be ignorant, that he both reproves, bf 
Spirit, men for their transgression ; and that n 
torn at his reproof, he pours out his Spirit upon 
washing away the filth and guilt of ain. a 
delight in it ; and as this work is abode in. 
only takes away the old earthly demres, bnt 
" Ings into the new nature, and to bear the ii 

D who is holy. 

(l)ScoiipJ. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 
Of Ihe Regenerate Slate. 



And here is known the babes' state ; — " I write unlo 
you, little children, because your sins are forgiven."' 
(3 blessed attainment', as David sajth, "Blessed ie 
be wb-ose transgreesioD is forgiven, ivhose sin is cov- 
ered: bleesed is the man unto whom the Lord impnt- 
eth not iniquity, and in vrhose spirit there is no guile. "^ 
Wherein it may he noted, that the true entrance into 
B pardoned state, ia so far a sanctified state ; the babe 
in regeneration enjoys in measure both sanctification 
Bud remission. 

And if any should suppose such restoration not 
attainable, let them hear the aforesaid author, — " Did 
"not the Son of God come down from the bosom of 
" his Father, and pitch his tabernacle among; the sons 
'■ of men, that he might recover and propagate the 
" Divine life, and restore the image of God in their 
"souls? All the mighty works which he performed, 
" all the sad af&ictions which he sustained, bad this 
*' for their scope and design,"* 

Wherein is plainly confessed our scriptural doctrine 
of Christ, bis pitching hia tabernacle among men, or 
rather, in men, as the vulgar Latin reads, Habit avil 
in nobis. And that the propagating and restoring 
the image of God in man, viz. in the soul, was the 
very scope and design of all those mighty works 
which he performed. 

Also, concerning our being restored to a state of 
hohneBS, observes Edward Fowler, late Biabog of 

(DlJobnii IS, (3)Ps(ilmxKU, X,"!, t,^> 'Sicwi'ai.. 



SCRIPTUKE NAMES OP CHBIST. 



I John the Baptist he ia spoken of, i 
Ifeth awuy the sine of the irarld :"■ and, as " 
■ T with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.'" 
IB "A Sacrifice for Sin."^ — Some 
leproof forSiQ."* — Some speak of " Hie 
Work to purge out the corruption. uaA restore tofl 
« of holiness,"* — He ia also called '■ EraaDuel.'T 



P"WisUoni, the power of God and life," 



•'FsfldH 



e witness,"^ "A bright am! n 

And yet the various parts of this his woi 
treated of in Scripture, are all applicable to < 
aod his Spirit, though under many difTering e: _ 
eiona, divers of which laav be occasionally touched i| 
the following pages. 

Next, as lately hinted by Moseg. by whom 
called the Word.' " The word nigh unto thee, ii 
mouth, and in thv heart, that thou tnuyest do il 
In wliich expression, although Moses doth bo : 
mend them to the inward knowledge of it. y 
it no derogation to the value of the outward i 
or commands that have flowed, or do flow, : 
the word within. 

So that their aecuiatioDs have been vain, who h 
pretended tliat our being recommended to the V 
within, tended to the slighting or undervaloing W 
words without, which have been given forth fi 

No, no i it is by the virtue of the Word w 
come to fulfil the words without. 

As David s«tb. " Thy word have 1 hid in mjr k 

(DJolml. 3». (S)Matt iU, II. |») 1 l>r. *, 7iB 
•nil >, 1-1 (t) l>ulin I, -ill John xvi. 8; Uu 
(5t IiaUbW, 4; MaHhoviii, I3i Lukeiil. IG; '. 
(K)t».yii,H. (7)Uab.t,3. (in Bfli.iU. U. - 



eligion, reproach those that do eiperience "Christ 

* 1 their hearts hy faith,"' to be led by tha 

It of God, and 80 to be his children ; lo be taught 

« Lord, and so to be established in righteoui.' 

rf their peace lu be great ; their former iniquL— 

tt;d out, and their transgreseions pardoned; 

Irheart^ purged frnm an evil conscience, and their 

'w washed with the dean water of his purifying 

) BO th^r souls made meet recepiHcleB ot 

le favours which our gracious God deiighta 

bipart lo his prepared people. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Of the Progress of Redemption. 

PS some mourning ?oul may be ready to say, 

is thisbalm of Gilead ; where is this physlcit 

K to he met with ? " For mine iniquities a, 

iver mine head, as an heavy hortlien they are 

ivy for me,"^ Well, thou disconbolate i 

near, in whom atone thy help and salvation i»,i 

e Apoatle declareB, where treating both of Ihj« 

t of Christ, and his po^er that works it, unde^ 

n grace ; he says, — " The grace of Goff 

i brings salvatioo hath appeared to all meu."' 

bat Ihou mayest know this grace, he tells the ' 

f it, that it teaeheth — " That, denying u 

I and 'worldly lusts, we should live suberly, 

laaly, and godly, even in this present wortd."' 



^B6 OF THE PROGRESS OF « 

^H&irD, tberefore, O man ! to the grace tbnt ' 
^Heaclieth the beginning of thfg duty, of deii 
\TorldIy luats, and also leads on to that great » 
nient of Christianity, to live righteously and 
in this present world; and then thy sini th 
remembered no inore.'^ 

Thua, then, as men are reproved by UM 
Spirit, and as they mind its reproof*, it givM tii 
see their evil deeds, and seeing, to abhor then^ 
also themselves, for their pollutions ; and «« 
this to testify for God, that hla Holy Spirit dod 
onlv give ainful man to aee his miserable state il 
but (as heeded) -doth open his heart to cry to 
for mercy and forgiveness, even through bb 
Christ Jeaus, In this work many have known 
cries id their souls to the good Physician ; 1 
heal my backslidings, bind up the bones tboo 
broken i^ Thou who nert in all points ti 
like as ne arc;' deliver ua fiom evil, for t 
the power.* It is not any power of oar 01 
is able to keep from evil ; it is only the great 
server of men can do it.* Though we are no 
of ourselves, yet he is ; as the Apostle saiih. 
is laid on one that is mighty, able to skvc 1 
uttermust them that come to God by him,'' 

And if any thould say the salvation of Chril 
salvation from wroth, but not from sin, in 
let inch consider the saying of the Angel to Ji 
mentioned before in a quotation from Bishop ~ 
" Thou ahalt cull bis name Jesus, for he si 
his people from their sins,"' not in their* ijna 
Jobathe Baptist, who early confessed to CbriMl 



IBN MUST NOT BE NEUTER IN THIS'WOKK. 29 

shold the Lttinli of God. which ukelh away the ains 

irld;"' and ihia testimony of him agrees 

kFith the prophecy before bv Iaaitib,° which tbe 

■ends thas';— " There "shall come out of Slon 

erer, and shall turn away ungodtineES from 

Rejoice, therefore, and be thou comforted, thou 
IjfeoarDiDg Boul, that hast gone bowed down under 
libe weight of thine iniquities ; when none were able 
to apeak peace to thee, but under the sense of thy 
ganger in rebellion, thou wert ready to despair, and 
My, " Surely no one's case is like my case ; I water 
iny couch with my tears, and my nights are nights 
of trouble, and my days days of sorrow ;" hope thon 
now in tbe Lord, that thou shall yel see hia salva- 
tion in the land of the living. 

Few know how near the Lord is to those who in 
Immitity turn their minds to him, and seek him with 
their whole heart. 

Yet here we are not to sit still and say, if God 
will have me be holy, be c«n make me be eo ; but 
now, having; been quickened by his Spirit, and having 
teen and felt the weighty load of sin upon tbe eou- 
Mience, it becomes our duty to " Lay aside every 
weight, and the ain that doth so easily beset us, and 
run with patience the race that ia set bsfiire us."* 
Hertunto are we largely encouraged by IheApostle's 
•aying, "If ye thrnughthe spirit mortify the deeds 
of the body, ye shall live."* And the necessity of 
our being concerned in this work is, with us, owned 
by this author, where he prays, "That we may 
" cleanae oureelves from all filthioess of the flesh 

(I) John i, 29. (2) Isaiah Us, M. l^X-tB 
][j WHetrewsaii, 1. (ft) RomanB "r 



" and spirit, perfecting holiness in tby fear, K 
"which we can never hope to heboid and) 
"ibee."' 

This, then, to mind and to know going on 
is of great concern. Bat here we are to coi 
that though we are put upon this work, ant 
too as our duty, yet we are not to expa 
attaining thereof, either by any ceremonial pel 
. strength, hot alone hy t^ 
of Christ, who said, — " Without rae ye a 
nothing."^ And though " We are required ta 
I salvation with fear and trembH 
yet it is God's working in us, which brings 
both tbe will and the deed according to bit ow| 
pleasure: " He working in [us] that which il 
pleasing in his sight."* But this, on our f 
necessary, that we wait with our minds inmj 
IS God works against, and that ^ 
also working with him against whatsoever hot 
n* is nffenaive to him, crucifying in our floi 
affections and lusts thereof, putting off the cdl 
with hia deeds, which are corrupt. 



CHAPTER XV. 
Of Sancttfication. 

^ AT same power which purgeth away the , 
in, is the power that sanctities and makes oie 
9 it ie obeyed and followed. As the mind c 



OF JUSTIFICATION 



fields to the operation of il 
(bj it : which i» neceesary I 
'Munfort 1 for " Without holii 



! becameq sanctified 
ir seeing God with 
DO man shall see the 



i noric of BHnctificatian dulh not only bring 
the Lord, but also (o have coinrauriian 
with God, and lo be of Christ esteemed his brethren. 
•' He which aanctifieth, and they who are sanctified, 
are all of one ; for which cause he h not ashamed - 
to call them brethren. "" 

As repentance and forgivnesa of sin are alone to 
be preached in the name of Christ, and to he enjoyed 
through the work of his Spirit i so the Apostle 
ucnbes the real benefit of what Christ did for men 
(as an offering through the eternal Spiril) to be the 
eojoynnent of tiie sanctified; "For by one offering 
he bath perfected for ever them that are sanctified, 
whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness lo us,"^ 
Thus, by the sanctification of the Spirit, they have 
the benefit both of their inlquitiea being pardoned. 
, lad "their conscience* purged from dead works to 
serve the living God."* 

And in a sanctified state the worship or offering 
up of the Gentiles, is acceptable with God, " Being 
sanctified by the Holy Ghost."* 



CHAPTER XVI. 

On Justification. 

Many well know that the learned of late times have 
written largely of jaetification, and have vastly 



OP JUSTIFICATION. 

ered onef roin another ; aome Bllowing ju* tifical 
r works. otherB alledging justificfttion to b« by fl 
nly; liul thev that etpurience the esnctificatiol 
e Spirit, and abide in the will of God, Ibey ki 
ith a aunctified and a justified stule: and t 
nee with Gud llirougb our Lord Je^us Christ. 
f Sucli will know, thnt lo condemu the innM 
djustiry the wicked, are both an abomiDMioi 
' ; who t-aid, " Be ye holy, fur I the Lotd ] 

•■ Perhaps some may object, how then are • 
identand the Apostle Bpeaking of CliriBl's* jni 
g the ungodly ? I answer. Dot as if Christ ji 
d tbcm in their angodlinessi but first aanctitf 
tonii and then justifies Ibeia, as he exprestet 
r, the work ot Christ, iu such who once liad 
t the aboDiioations of those times, fornicators. ■ 
idolaters, covetous persons, drunkards. 
1," aavB he. " were Siime of you ; hut yi 
ihed, but ye are sanctified, but ye ari^ justified 
e of the Lord Jesus, and by ihe Spiril 
■ God."* And I desire to mention Dr. ~ 
■tiinony ; — " Mutt true it is, that Gud juatiE 

idly, that is. he makes an ungodly man JBtt»- 
■ ttntu compmlo. while he is ungodly, but hi 
■rise, by tailing his ungodlines* from bico.*** 
> lo this tense of jnmficatiou it i 

t which works both the ssnctificatioB I 

■•tifiratiuD a1«o : ns the Apostle laith, — " 

Is of the law shall no Htfix be justiBet) ;' 

ind Gentile being under condemiiaUi 

ult; before Gud In Irauagressiiig agviust th« H 



(I) Ur. xx,7. (IlRom.\v.S, a^ \ v- 



ai\v«t.-A,v 



OF JCSTIFICATIC 



33 



19 of the law; "But he that believeth on 
"' 19 justified From the condemDation he lay 
to the Idw; yet he that contiDiies guilty hefore 
I) transgressing the righlcousness uf the law, 
K)me under the power of Christ, inwardly con- 
ng- sin in the flesh, and obey thai power that 
;o fulfil the righleousueBS of the law ;* and aach 
lot after the flesh in which the condemnation is, 
ter the Spirit that sanctifies and justifies ihese 
sra in Jesus ; yet if any walk after the flesh, 
lunt Ihemselves justified barely because they 
e the history of Christ's coining and sufferings, 
it being sanctified by his Spirit, the law of 
ih dominion u«er them, and they are under the 
mnatioo of the Spirit of Christ, which he fore- 
lonld convince or reprove the world of ein. 
, those who are led by the Spirit of God, are 
I " Children of God," " Heirs of God." " Joint 
with Christ ;"3 and Ihese he justifies, whoever 

:8e are "come to Mount Sion, and unto the 
F the liting God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 
innumerable company of angels, to the general 
bly and church of the first-born, which are 
D in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and 

ppirila of just men made perfect."'' And of 
we may say with the Apostle, " Whom he jns- 
Ihem he also will gloryfy."^ 
re is the scope of a true Christian man'a faith, 
patience, sufieringa, acorns, reproaches, tereipt- 

ond conflicts, with the devil, the fleah, and 
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OF BELIEn 

lis is Cbristian faith indeed; Dot bsrely • so 
:ligioas opioioDs, which a man maj be edit 
acquire the notion of, and yet be neither 
tified nor juatified, and therefore not meet 
gloriSed. Never the I ess, he who is Biaelified 
notified by the Holy S)iirit, slmll have the ki 

ill truth necessary for hia salvation. Our 
lUTByed for his true foilomerp, — "Sanctify 
"htuughthy truth;"! and the Truth that aali 
bem, will upea divine truths tu them : the S[A 
)bri«t. which they have received, ehewa then pi 
if the Father. 

Thus the people of God come to undeiit&nd p 
ihal vvH« oDCe as parables, the myaterio a 
JDgdom of God revealed to them, the seals U 
ind the book opened :^ and they need not tbil 
'luuld leach them, hut as the anointing 
itm :^ for these are all taught of God, and I 

nghteoueneaa, and great 
iBt people.* 



CHAPTEIt XVII. 
0/ Selievinff. 

■■•■ are indeed the true believer* iu Cbrirt) 
ith aiands not in the wisdom of men, bat i 
wcr of God,' to whose power these »nb«[ 
bI* i lir*t to its re proof*, then lu ita refinioy 
d to grow up in faitbluhiess, and in oIm 

fJ>Johiisril,IT; xvV,\S-, 1&. t:i>tun.t%'4 
(tJJaba a. 77. (411«Mi.r.<.\V t^^^C^.l 



OF I 

Piereimto; to withal and nnd rc^st the teniptftlioDB 
f the evil one, whether it be tt) lead tliem into ev" 
T into the unbelief of the Lord's sufficient help, 
edoabts and distrusts which saixn often throws 
B |TBy, to make- travelling soula conclude ibey shall 
pever hold out to the end, 
- And herein he hath largely prevailed wilh manj', 
leir unbelief is as a great mountain, that 
!r be cast into the midst of tlie 
1 that perauaaion some have been read 

■ lo oveTcoming here. Bill blessed be the 

jord, he bath made known that faith that is a 

■pendance on the eternal Arm which nrought all 

t mighty acts iind, wondrous deliverances of hia 

'tt ages past, aod is the same this day; and 

P^B invitation ia as of old, — " Let him take hold of 

Btrength," ' 

The aforeeaid author litiewiae adviseth, s'lying, — 
"Away, then, wilh all perplexing fears and despond- 
"ing thoaghts; to undertake vigorously, and rely 
"confidently on the div' 
"half the conquest. '. 
" and the Lord will be w 
"in the souls of men is 
" and all our natural enc 
" it alone, ' 
" it must be w 



IS arise and be doing, 

mmediaie work of God, 
■urs can neither pniduce 

It ihoFe supernatural aids by which 

■ ■ The Holy Ghoa 



" npon US. and the power of the highest must nver- 
" sbadow us, before that holy Ihing can be begotten, 
'* and Christ be formed in us. But yet we must not 
" expect this "whole work must be dnne without eon- 
" curring endeavours of ours. We niuet not lie 
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" loitering in the ditch till omDipotence polls ' 
■' thence. — He created us nl first in a happ; 
" tion, and now, when we ore fullen from It. 
" committed the care of our souls 1o no meal 
" son than the eternal Sun of his love, 
"that is the captain of our salvation; 
" enemies can he too strong for us, when 
" fighting under his hanners?"' Again, sa] 
" My dear Fnend, let ua encourage oarKlv 
" those mighty aids we are lo eipect in ' " 
"warfare; for greater is he that is for a», 
"that can rise up against us. 'The eternal 
" our refuge, and underneath are ihe evi 
" arois.'- Let ua be strong in the Lord, 
" power of hia might, for he it is that aba 

From which I would obierve a few tbing 
serious reader : — 

L— Here U no room for Unbelief. 

n. — Our help is placed on Chritl, enabliilf 
Holy Spirit. 

m.— The certain success. " He [the Lor 
tread down our enemies." 

Come, then, and let all that have rested i 
forms, now took to Christ, on whom our 
who is spoken of as our Light in various 

Let men turn their minds inward to tU 
there to see those enemies that are of th 
honae, which heretofore broke tbeir peace li 



(7) ScougaJ. t2) Deut. xjltuu.II, 
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ibd wait to bear his voice in their eaiil^, hi of old 
if the Prophet, — ■■ Let the wicked forsake hia way. 
f Cease to do evil; learn to do well." "Tlie willing 
lod the otedient sliall eat the good of the land."* 
[ Learn, therefore, to obey his will, in wliateoever 
Mniade known by him, to be thy duty either lo do 
If to forsake ; be a dieciple Qf Jesu?,' and deny thy- 
IClf, and fallow bis roquirings; taking up a daily 
irOM to what he culls thee from. 
I Here tame may E»y. " Oh ! I now see an enemy 
tear, the flesh; and tl'iat 'lustethagiiinst the spirit."'* 
n>e spirit lea^s lo se'f-denia! ; the fleeh leads lo 
trsilify »e!f. to continue ita former sinful or vain 
Eelights. Well, consider now which is safest for 
Itee to follow, and remember the Apostle, in this case, 
Uth given a notable warning, saying, — " If ye live 
the flesh ye shall die, but if ye through the 

Kirit mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live."* 
J Advises farther, — " Mortify, therefore, your mem- 
bers which are upun earth ; fornication, uncleannesg, 
inordinate aflectioDS. e<;il concupiscence, and covet- 
which is idolatry; for which thinga' sake 
<tbe wrath of God Cometh upon the children nf dia- 
cbedience."^ Mortify, therefore, tbe flesh with the 
afiections and lusts thereof, through a pure Bubjec- 
lioa to that spirit that works all our worba in us end 
for oa. 

Like as in time pait, the evil one and his tempta- 
tions were hearkened to, now " hearken diligently 
[to God], hear and your souls shall live ;"^ hearken 
to the counsel of that holy Spirit that calls to holi- 
to fear God and eschew evil."' 
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acceptable wili of God, and to practice 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

Of the Scriplurex ; and that they 4 
read, tcitk our minds turned to i 
by which they were given forth. \ 

SOMI 

this great e 



■, is not the certain doty <_ 
:. found in the Holy Scriptlfl 
. by the help of the Holy S^ 
gave fnrth the Scriptures, men may Gad 
in them the general duties they one ant 
" Thon shall he holy, becauw God is hot*; 
shalt not kill, rtcBl, commit uncleannesr," t 
is the Holy Spirit which shews tbee who 
tempted to any particular eyil, and whitl 
thee when thou h»st committed it: auM 
art convicted in thyself, and fiudest abo^ 
against thee in Scripture, tliou ha!t a donhh 
thoD art a transgressor, and oughtest to | 
turn Irom thine iniquities, as thou art wan 
both hy the Holy Spirit in thyself, and a 
Holy Scripture, lest endlees wralb from f 
ju»t, heconic thy portion. 

Likewise those who love and fi 
led by his i^piiit in the ways of 1 
the evidence of bis Spirit in tliemael*^ 
are accepted of God, and the \ 
Hair Scripture are to rt\en\ * ccto^waJ 



ARE READ WITH EXCFJEDING PROFIT. 3!) 

sides, M the Scripture ahews the general duty 
m, ea it is tbe lluly Spirit which is our strength 
help in the performance thereof, which is the 
; point of religion wanting among men. 
le Seriplnre leaches we should deny ourselves, 
Holy Spirit ahens us wherein, and only can 
le UB thereunto; therefore we earnestly recom- 
I men to the guidance and help of it, that they 
be led into all truth by it. 
berefore we neither neglect nor despise the 
itures, which are certainly of great advantage 
encouragement to serious people, and the more 
ey are read with the mind turned to that Spirit 
gave forth the Scripture, which alone can open 
aetic testimonies, concerning Christ and his 
ifying work. 

le Scriptures contain many profitable accoonls of 
aith, hope, and esperiencea of the people of God 
e and under the Mosaical dispensation ; and to 
rue Christian they are comfortable to read, and 
-ve how several of them had a foresight of the 
ous day of salvation, "Of which sahation the 
lets have enquired, and searched diligently, who 
Qesied of the grace that should come unto you, 
hing what, or what manner of time the Spirit 
irist which was in them did signify, when it tes- 
. beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the 
' that should follow."' 

ley prophesied " of the grace that should come 
UH,"* which grace is come by our Lord Jesus 
It, to teach to deny ungodliness, and to live 
f in this present world. '^ 



m 



in them who propb 
and of the lufleriiq 
t «boald (oiluw. ' 



The Spirit of Christ i 
beforehand of this giac 
Christ, and of ihe glory 
this following glary shall any suppose ihc S|M 
Christ to be absent from hia people, aeein? Iboa 
aforesaid, under the law had the enjoyment of il 

And HB they were enabled by it to hope n 
Lord, &od do tils will, so we now have our hM 
terve the Lord, and resist the devil ibroujl 
Spirit. Il IB thereby that men may " Morti^ 
deeds of the body and live."' " If any mui I 

not the Spirit (if Christ he h none of his. 

if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesua frea 
dead dnell in you, he that raised up Christ froa 
dead ebull al»o quicken your mortal bodiet, b| 
Spirit Ihnt dwellelh in you."^ So that il ii U 
Spirit Ihut vre ascribe tbeae blceced enjojinntl 
operalions; yet we are truly thankful t 
the Scriptute teatimonies of the Spirit, 
providential mefcy that he hath preserved tl 
WlitlDgS to our day. believing " all ScriptOI 
by inspiration of God is profitable for doc 
reproof, fur correction, for instiuctioo in i 
neis; that the man of God may be perfect, tl 
furnished unto all good works, and able to n 
(into aatvHtioii through faitb in Christ Jno*,"* 
alto believe they were " written (or nur Ics 
that wc Ihrou;;h patience Bod comfort of tbv' 
Inrei might have hope,"^ to e:ipeiicnce the t 
fruila of the Spirit, tbrtehy to be ri'generateil; 
tified, juitided. and made meet lu be glorified i 
lbs uints in uur eterual state i ajid all thk^ 
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ne works of man, but by the work of God, " He 
forking in na that which ts nell-pleasing in bie «ight, 
ttrough JeauB Christ, to whom be glory for ever and 
irer. Amen."' 

It is to the power end Spirit that guides ns in 
Icing what God requires, we ought principally to 
hiBve regard. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

"kat it is Uie Spirit of God which leaches 
and enables us to practise our duty. 

refore, to that power, that Spirit that 
fcMproved for the evil before, «nd now showB the 
y when he comes again to entangle in the Bame 
lareB 1 Join with that Spirit which doth 
m; for therein i$ power to enable to witti- 
k^d overcome him. And let none tie down in 
and eay it ie impOFsible ; for " With God 
are poBBible."- And also, "All things are 
' (which God requires of us) to "him that 
faelieveth on him. and obeyeth his voice ; although 
it be in a cross to thy own will. The Apostle's say- 
ing may be here noted ; — " God forbid that I should 
glory save in the cro^B of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom the world is crucified unto me, and I u 
world. "^ And so the slate of sclf-deaial will become 
not thy duty only, but ihy choice also : thy vain 
companions and delights no more have hold on thee ; 

ll)IIeb.xiii,2l. (**) Marlix,2T. l^i"! - 



■B WHO AVX LED BY THE SPTBIT. 

Rbnt now wilh willingBeeB of mind, " Ch»t off 
E'worka iif darkness, uad— put on the a 
K.ind walk huoestly ni iu ibe day ; n<ji 
KdrunketineM, not in chambering: und wnnliinDca 
Ktn strKe and envying, but put re on the Ij>rd j 
B Ghmt. and make not provision for the ^c»h {• 
I llie IwtB thereof."' 

I These duliea are recommended in ihe ScrM 
llnd nnn thou art called to pinct'se ibem, « 

■ grace of Chtitt manifested Id thyeelf; cast off I 

■ worke of. dirkne^s, wheiein thou hsat nallcedt 

■ sight is far tpeni."' Who is it doth hot i 
P Light nad Truth is come. Perhaps thaa ■ 

that lia^t prayed for it in the words of tHiHi 
send out thy light and thy truth ; let ttiem ll 
let them bring me unto thy holy hill."* A 
light and truth i» come, " Walk in the li|l 
believe in the light."' that thou mayest-b 
of light; and nut al>ide in darkness, I 
light of life."i 

Thib walking in the light brings to be diill 
light : children of God ; for '• God is light."* 

Cutne, therefore, thou mournin|{ tim\, 
groaned nnder the weight of ihy iniquily, i 
the LMoib in the regenerdtiun : theo shall A 
ments be made clean in his blood, and thj m 
vered from the hurtful things, and be leaCnr^ 
as Adam to have domioioo over 111 subluauY 
and subdue Ihcm.'' , 

fui, be assured, that power that eokblatH 
stlf, to put off ihe old man «ilb hi* ipti 

0)Koni.!(I>l, l'>, ]3,H. (21 ..Si, 12. (3) | 

W -Ml* 111', as, 36. t.sv ■»«\, \i, yij 1 

C7> (ltM»i» I, 28. 
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Borrupt, will also lead to overcome ihe world, 

I belter glory now in view. The glory o( 

Id will not ao ensnare ihee, »s we see it does . 

i an that nothing mast stand in iheir way that 

d hinder their ambition from its lull ewing, 

after another. Now, some hunnari a) 

ase of worldly power; riches without r 

idyet a» none of these can satisfy the wc 

neither are they now prevailing baits to draw 

e trne Iraveller from foUuwing the Lord, who 

ie his delight, ' And truly, the waye of the ■ 

re ways of pleasantness, and all hia pa[ha 

liB of peace. ^ Sorrow and bigbing have 



, but 1 



' the 



a the joy of God's anlvatioii is the portion, of 
'e, and the Liird the lot of their inheritance;- 
influence the sinful pleasures of this wi 
I on them, now ceases to those whose soula 
□ God; 'their hearts are set on better plea- 
, such as ha gives, who, having weaned th^m 
p worldly vanities, and raised their sfiectioiis to 
B that are above, ^ satiates their souls with hi* 
makes them acknowledge to his praise 
iOrd hath dealt bountifully with Cbem.^ 
e- friendships of the world, perhaps, were' once 
y, BH they are to many at ihia day ; but thon 
ive the Lord to he their surett frieud in l' 
d will value his favour, and not be willing to , 
:o, or stand loose thereto for alt the favour or 

as the smiles of the world cannot, so neither 
Htlie froWns of it divert these from those edjoy- 

m,4. (2) l'toverAiB'u.i,\'i. t.^ ^Vv 
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ments of the love of God they have tasted d 
desire ttill to enjoy, and that notliing may inU 
between their souls and him which ia their ct 
good. 



CH^VFrER XX. 

The Children of God meanly etteemei 
woridly-minded 7nen. 

It is no wonder these, whose joyi 
■hould be meanly esteemed hy men who b* 
leliih but of earthly thingE, cannot taftte lb 
Lord ii gracious,' nor how good our God ia; i 
luiow where he feeds his Bock, and canaea tl 
net at noon. Like as their forefalhera, wi J 
delight in scorning, and mock at those that A 
Xord. 

That they who We r^igion. as well aa atal 
faasion of it, should have such treatment frfi 
knae libertines, to whoin all religiuo Is of law 4 
it r.ot ftrange. I 

Rut that any who do themtelves proFew ij 
and >eem to be wonderfully zealous for aooM 4d 
form, and would be accot ' 
that ihefe should despise the spiritual 
■• life is hid with Chrnt in God, 



I lor BOOM 4 
■neu Chrfl 

ritual ntn. 
^ tbia M Ofj 



But let u* look back on fornitr timea, nad « 
■ee an apparent difference among such 



e religious. The earliest saerifieers we read of were* 
' lio ond Abel,' and God, nho knew tlieir hearts 
d different eiBtee, rejected one, accepted the others 
■et did not cast off Caiii without some hint or infor- 
nation how he might serve the Lord with accepts 
'■ If thoa doest well, sbalt thou not be accepted ?"■ 
^icrificing will not eerve without faith and well- 
* ling, without which no acceptance, and where n 
oeptance, what doea all men's sacrificing avail? 



CHAPTER XXI. 
Of Worship. 

I CaH'. whose sacrifice was not accepted, was angrjr^ 
I with him wlios>e was ; and letting up his nrath becams 
I an ID example to ali, whose sacriSces not beiqg^ 
[.accepted, run into envy against their brethren, and. 
I so become first haters, atterwarde persScutora, j^et 
I'sonietim^B pretending eervice to God^ therein. 
I And BB there thus was a distinction even to envy, 
I to those that served the Lord and feared him, si 
\ find it again among Joseph's brethren^ they hated 
because beloved of his father ; as the carnal 
f Jew dolh those that are beloved of their heavenly' 
father who?e delight is in the law. of the Lord, and 

loncerned to do his will. But they who re ' ' 
cereniQny.* even to fasting twice a week, &c. and do,v 
lOt come to the life dF religion, are at beet but ai 
" Bounding brass and tinkling cymbals," and titeir 
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services are not acce|ited of the Lordfe 
offerings and ^acrificea tbou wouldst not (p 
the would 1 give them thee."' B^ 
written of me in the volume uf ihe bool 
to do thy will. O my God, yea, thy lawl^ 

But, alas ! instead of attaioing to do I 
Gud, there are too niaiiv like the formalut 
by the aFoiesaid author) "Who contentB hi 
" those performances whereunto he is pr 
"education or cusiom — yet [saya he] ca 
" be accounted a religious person than 
"called a man."' This nas the £tate of 
busy in ceremony, who yet rejected Cbrii 

Thus zealous have some raen been foi 
tiona of their fathers. " Our fathert," 
Samaritan Woman, "worshipped intbian 
yet neither that mountain worship, de*af 
no nor the Jerusalem-worship, mast itl 
gospel diapAsatioD, wherein the Lord mQ 
ahip him in spirit and in truth."' 

What was invented by man in the Sami 
(hip, gained not approbation with God: 
had held for ages from its establishmeDt, 
Jeroboam, and after, by the coming ia tt 
of other nations, during the time of tti 
captivity. So that their pleading tfaa I 
their father*, and the antiquity of their < 
uf no value : all raiisi give way to the spii 
■hip. .'Vi>d as thus the man-devised woi 
be left, so, also, must the Jerusalem-wor 
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'•- s&o we may understand those words of Christ- 
'^ Kiour Cometh, tLat neither 
^' Werueaiem must men worship the Fathi 
i that at those places God would never \a> 

shipped, but that he would not be worsliipped with' 
the forms of worship there established ; neither 
the Samaritan instilutions, contrived by mea, no, nor 
even by the Jeiuaalem- worship practised in those | 
days. And here it may be observed, what that Jeni> 
■alem-worship was. Besides their sacrifices, 

1. They had their hour of prayer.- ' 

•2. Thev had Moses and the Prophets read among^^ 
them ; among the Prophet? David also ; and withotAl 
qneetion, their hearing of the experience of th^n 
fathers, and of God's great wonders on their behalnl 
had an applause among the people, whom the Diviwui 
Original of their law and ceremonies therein directed, ' 
and the antiquity of divers of their traditions ren- 
dered them unwilling to part therewith.'' "We ; 
have heard with our ears, and onr fathers have told, 
m,"* were to them valuable assurances of their cue 
etitution : and though, while the first covenant wi 
standing, Christ distinguished between the Commani' 
' ment of God (the law)= and the Tradition of ttM 
Elders; yet the Apoatie to thawHebrews" declared 
plainly concerning the legal dispensation itself, thi 
law made not perfect as perlaining to the conscience. 
but the bringing in the better hope did, whereby wi 
draw nigh to God.' 

(I) John iv, 21,23. (2) Acta ui, 1, (3) ■ In SjnagngS 

Jail>eorani logebator prima tcxtus nliqiiia e safm Scriplar* 
■1t>inilfl ah a.lii^uo iIoctorB oddebatur exliortatio. — Piscator __ 

,. (JjPsalmiHv, I. (MMftiV.iu,&. l,^MA!a 

., . O) Heb. vij, m. 



48 OH WORSHIP. 

While Moses was read, the veil wps upon 

hearts;' while they rested, delighting in sh) 

and to hear of the experiences of others, the v 

over the heart : but, says he, when the hearl 

turn to the Lord, tha veil shall be taken away* 

it dispensation had macy figures and shi 

I and Christ himself.' made under the law,* 

I them in parables, and without & parable t 

l4iothing;^ but said, when the Spirit of Trutii it 

V^e sliail shew you plainly of the Father, ° thati 

W'iBg him they might fear him, serve him, a 

[faini in his own Spirit. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

E^Ofthe Promhe of the Spirit, nnil of the 
of the Church Iheiehy in the priinilive 
and of the falling away therefrom. 

B^B Bald, ■' Behold. I send the Promise of my 1 

I.Spoa y"U : bnt turry ye in the city of JeruEalea 

je be endued with power from on high."' VB 

the Promise of th^^'ather. which, »uith he, j^ 

16;" andxhey waited with o 

eived the gift of the Holy Ghosl. t 

I the Spirit gave them utterance, the 1 

orkaof God. I" 

I Having received the Spirit, they could « 

tOiaCor. iii, lo. (2) 2 Cur. liii, IC. (3) G»)M 

^ *')ttliew xiii. SJ. (5) Jolin xvi. 35. (6) Lnks 

tai,t. (8) Act* 11,1,3,4. l^-iVennU. 



THE PKDMISt: OF THE SI'iRil'. i& 

Sfoit, pray [in or] with the Spirit, aing [in or] 

the Spirit, and with the underatendiog also ; ■■ 

an effectaal door of Faith waa opened to the 

itSes," and they vrerc glad, and gloriGed the word 

God.^ 

Thus excellent waa the effect of their preaching 
len they had received the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
They idso enjoyed the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
id were all baptized iuto one body;* were of one 
sit and of one soul.^ 

They being many, were one bread and one body;* 
ey all had access [unto God] by one Spirit;' they 
night alt prophecy one by one, that all [might] learn, 
" at all [might] he comforted,* 
_^ Thus, by the gift of the Spirit, was the Church of 
Christ gathered ; and a glorioaa state did they etijay 
tor a season. 

' But whilst Paul waa yet aroong them; he saw an 
l|K)Btacy, and began to complain of it, saying, " All 
flley which are in Asia he turned from me."'-' And 
^fiha.saw a great red dragon, who made war withthe 
HflomBa, the true church, the spouse of Christ ; but 
Trfie] overcame him by the blood of the Lamb,, and 
By the word of her testimony ; and the devil waa cast ■ 
out into the eartii, yet lie went to make war with the 
remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments 
of God, and have the teatimony of Jesus. ^^ The sajd 
chapter is Jarge on .this subject ; but the enemy in' 
that work not wholly prevailing, went upon another, 
vMch John also saw, a beast rise out of the sea ; ' ^ 

(1) Ada xiii, 48. (2) 1 Cor. xvi, n. (3) Acts xiiii. iB. 
'■ffl 1 Cor. idi, 13. (B) Aots iv, 32. (8)1 Cpr. x. 17. CriEph.* 
^18. (8) I Cor. xiv, 31, t9)2Tim;i,U- ^\^^■%»■■^.1 
"■■ "— xui 1,3, 
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and all the world [worldly-minded men] n 
of^er the beast, and all that dwelt upon tl 
worshipped him,' whose names are not writtd 
book of the life of the Lamb Eloin, from the) 

1 of the world. And John saw anothei 
having horns as a lamb, and Bpake as a dra^ 

Here, saith John, is Wisdom, let him l' 
inderatanding count the number of the b 
did arise. 

Tlius, after the hreaking forth of the ( 
great glory and power, that neither the O 
Jewish priests, Grecian philosophers, 
tyrants were ahle to stop the progress of it; 
came over it again ; men got into form, and ( 
from the power and life of religion, and set u 
of their own ; and though they intended i 
golden (yet they were hut) images, and. lite 
chadnecar, would have men how down 
although they could not give life to their ii 
here the apostacy came in. " lliat the whol^ 
wondered after the beast;"- and those whof 
sot bow to heathen idols, under all thetormen 
endured, even many of their successurs bqweJ^ 
dGvices, euperstitione. and gross errnis broug 
men, under the Christian name, held the c 
Christian church, and as such persecuted 1 
conld not conform to their inventions ; audi 
church fled into the wilderness, into her plf 
she was nourished for a lime, and t* 
time, from the face of the serpent.* 

But, after a long night of darkness, I 
delighteth in mercy,* visited again the » 



BEGINNINGS OF A IlKFOKMA'i'lON. 

I gave at first a little remnant to see some abomi- 

'"tina of the great whore, and to deny them ; and 

mly believe, by the power and Spirit of Christ, . 

psiiy endured martyrdom in faithfulness to these 

Agrees of light bestoWEd upon them ; and their 

'iflerings did not hinder the jpreadin^ of the work 

a of tbe successors of these very u 

Ltyre, the enemy again wrought in a mystery, and 

hough their forefathers were endued with power and 

■ clear light to testify against and pull down some 

Bventions that were crept in, in the night of dark- 

t many that succeeded them, not waiting till 

ived counsel from God, to build as well ai 

mull down i the will of man set a working to build ii 

ooro of what they had destroyed, and so some 

; in one country, and others in other countries, devised 

L^ new forms and ceremonies, creeds and systems of 

■^ ^tb, and modes of worship and church -government; 

^ BOd as the apprehensions of men varied, so their 

^ ceremonies and worships varied ; and though ths 

Ik ' contrivers might suppose they took example by tbe 

i 'primitive practice, yet their disagreement in their 

fc fomaa and creeds, shews they were not led by the 

B< nnening Spirit of Christ, neither do any of them 

^ pretend to it ; which thnugh pretended to by that 

e Charch they separated from, yet it was not the error 

of that church, to hold that the true church is led l^ 

the Spirit of Truth into all Truth ; but the erro ' 

that church (as I believe all Protestants will own) 

ytBS, that whilst they pretended to be guided by thQ 

unerring Spirit of Christ, they in reality departed 

from it, and brought in manfelA \KseMissa ^ 

sapentitiom m worship and prac^Ace, 



^K2 NEW SUrEIiSTITiUNS (KIT IX. ■ 

B But bad tboBe who rose ap ofter the early Refon4 
VWaited to receive wiedom from God, I firmly belM 
Kthe Lord in tiia time would have led them to the tn 
■lapiritual worship, to a ministry from the Spirit, M 
E to all things necessary to salvation, that they «d| 

■ fiot have needed a man-made priesthood, trimiiid| 
Kwth the qualifications of human learnings id 
Bi&ough useful to a man be a man. yet are neithfl 
K^acb power as to make a man a minister of Chi»( 
I nor necesEBry to a Christian minister. For tb 

■ vHich makes a man such, must be the peculiar woi 
mf^ the Spirit of Christ, both to sanctify, endue, n 
■Mend forth iflto that service ; which too many da j 
KtraiC for. 

H .And yet it is evident their constitution doth a 
Bfais quaUfication to be, liecessary to a gospel-inii 
^na IB msnifest by their prayer, and by their quead 
■k ordination,- and in tbeir saving receive the Ht 
Bifftcsf ■■ yet the ordainer, and he that expects an ati 
Hsation, 1 donbt.'dobotb suppose the Spirit is not At 
Bgiven ; and if so, do such less than prevaritete ?<j 
fc Let them, then, draw their consequence fromlfl 
Bcftmed Episcopalian, — " Nihil dot quod nom AM 
fcj pce tbey nor have, nor hope for, that excdOi 
^npirit, bow can they convey that Spirit by laying i 
^U their hands in ordination ? If tbey have not tb 
HixceUent Spirit, how can tbey give it by their hlQ 
^■g. those whom tbey ordain ? "' And he. in the tfk 
^nge, going on notably concerning ministerial: MB 
■Bntions, 1 am willing to transcribe a little more jH 
^Hfae Raid place, 'wheie he saith, "O ray brethnA 
Hum are Kealone of Chriat'H government and diacUB 

^bpal. t. It (3) Oifice cl Or&\u>.'»Qn. l^Vy^^jj^ 



■ THE WORK OF THE sriRIT NOT WAITKD FOR. 53 

Jet ae first sit down in the lowest room, and yield 
Mnreelves disciples unto the Father,' and suffer ouT' 
pelveB to he corrected hy his discipline, and to he 
raistracted out of his law,° and hearing hia yoke, his 
|«ro9B and patience, that heing made conformable unto 
[Us death, we may be made partnkera of hia Spirit, 
'ihis Life, and Resurrection ; whereby we shall be 
I'enabled to bear the burthens of the weak, and one 
luiother's burthens ; whereby we shall he taught to 
Wnle ourselves, and so become rulers and governors. 
|of the Church of Christ ; so shall we be able experi- 
^raentally to preach Christ, warning every man, and 
lleaching every man in all wisdom, that we may pre- 
^-nent every man perfect in Christ Jeaus.^ For this is 
■■tile end why the Lord gives these his gifts unto men, 
I Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, pastors, teachers, 
fand HO elders and deacons, for the perfecting of the 
vsiats; for the work of the ministry ; for the edifying; 
l-of the body of Christ, till we all meet or come into the 
; unity of faith, and acknuwledgement of the Son of 
God unto a perfect man, to the measure of the stature 
■or age of the fulness of Christ. The Lord voucbBafe 
that great grace unto us all." 

Thus far he of the spiritual, which he calls due 
qnalificalions of churcb-goveruors, which, says he, 
•ome believe not possible to be attained in this life. 

However, some (zealous to establish, as their pre- 
decessors were to pull down) not waiting for that 
which should lead into all truth, went to modelling 
religion, and in ihe wisdom from below setting up 
forois and cereraoniea of their own, compeUed men 
. to bow thereto ; and such as could not conform, felt 

CUI^inh yiii, (6', (2) Psalm xoW,\. t^^ C^.N^I*- 




fi4 THE WOHK OP THE SPIRIT XOT MAITEU 

the falsely- called gentle aeveritiea of prisons, golli 
finee, sequestrations, and banishmentB ; end tbi 
did aid Some, by cruel persecutionH, fo did 
endeavour to destroy those in whom furthi 
manifest, and did really desire to walk therein. 

And in this worlt both preacher and hearer 
bined together, as if designed to stop the furthff' 
work of God in a thorough reformation. Thus piae* 
tising the wolf rather, which the aforesaid Bishop is 
his preftice thus deccaitly blames ; — 

" There is scarcely a more -unaccountable thing to 
be imagined, than to see a company of men profeE'ai^ 
that religion. & great and main precept whereof ia 
mutual love, forbeai-ance, gentleness of spirit, and 
compassion to all sorts of persons, and a^eeing in 
all the essentia! parts of that doctrine, difiering onlj 
in some less material and more disputable things, vet 
maintain those differences with a zeal to dispicgxff- 
lioncd lo the value of them, prosecuting all that do- 
agree from them with all pussihle violence ; or if thtj 
want means to use outward force, with all bittemeii 
of spirit. This mu^t need^ astonish every iinpaitid 
beholder, and raise great prejudices agaioai tboM 
persons' religions, as made up of contrndictioU, 
professing love, but breaking out in all the acts <j 
hatred." - 
* Neither did this work of imposition keep itMlf 
confined in the several countries where it was begmi, 
but nation rose up against nation, and many fnutful 
lands were turned into fields of blood, upon the s 
of their religious differences, which ia but too 
known in history to tieed a demonstratioQ. 

( !) Rev, xxi, 24. l?^ BKsiio? 'B'oonrfii. 



■ IMPOSITION I'ltEVAILKIt. 51 

m But as the true CbriBtian idhq sees all this, both w 
■a deviting religions, and impoBiDg thereof, to bi 
Kom below, he cannot join with it, but rather chooaes 
■0 sufier what God may please to permit, than bow 
Bo the will of man in opposition to what he believeH 
b tbe ^Ul of God ; hut as he cannot yield to im) 
Won, though join^. with furce, so neither doth he 
n^oEe force with force, hut patiently bears the cr 
which the aforesaid Treatise a. little hints at, 
'AdvieeE those ' iinposers, and recommends a better 
iCODdact, saying. — "I shall desire all those hot zealots, 
■•■ who think they have a true zeal for God, when they 
" are enraged with fury against those who are in 
" error, how gross soever, to retire their minds to an 
V inward serious contemplating of God, and attending 
"to his voice [ and then let t^em see if they caa 
" reconcile those hotter thoughts with the other seri- 
."ouspnes; they will find that th^ more they are 
."• filled with the falness of God, the more meek, ten- 
*'.der- hearted and gentle they are. And from thia 
" they may be convinced, that such heats are not of. 
••'God, npr of that wisdom which is first pure, then 
"peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated."^ 



CHAPTER XXIII. 
Of Forms iet up, and imposing thereof. 



AoAiH, our said author commends the patient, snh- 
missive practice of Christ in suffering ; entirely sub> 
mittiiig to that severe dispensation of providence,. 
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exlendijig hia goodness to all, recommending, 
forcing his precepts on men ; yet receiving his wi 
followers ■with great endearedoess, and every one 
hia friend who obeyed his hoiy commands, 
whosoever did the will of his Father, the 
to him as his brother, and sister, and mother. 
These were the terms of his comtQunion, as they eie 
of those who are his true followers ; and though ibef 
meet with cruel mockings from some, and severe per* 
aecutions from others ; yet they can pray for tbon 
who do it ignoraotly, and say, "Father forgive them; 
they know not what they do." But as to a confor* 
mity without conviction, [he said author seems pos- 
tively against it : — " We must join peace and tmlb 
together ; and no consideration whatsoever should 
make us do anything we judge unlawful or forhiddea 
by God."^ 

So that the spul resigned to the Lord cannot act 
offensively towards him, whatever is enjoined by law» 
of men, yea attended with sufferings for Ctiriat'» 
sake, accounting these but light afflictions, which 
work for us a far more exceeding and etcriial weight 
of glory.'" 

If they did these things to our Lord, in whom the 
power of his Father was so largely manifest, then 
those to whom hut a measure is given, may eapect a 
little of the same ; — If they did bo to the green 
tree, much more to the dry.* 

But as we have his example in his patient 
so have we also his example in looking to 
that was set before him, who endured the c 
dnpiied the shame, and is set down at the right h 



f PATIENT SUFFKHlXCi. 57 

ILof the throne of Go'l." and will come to judge all 
Muigcxlly pcrst^catore of him in his memhers ; far he 
Wonsiderf , as they have done it to the least of liis, 
no have they done it to him in his little ones, whose 
mortion herein was told theni long ago, "AH that will 
tuvc godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution." i 
Again; Bflith the Apostle, "it became him for whom 
iind by whom are all things (in bringing many sons 
to glory) to make the captain of their solvation per- 
fect through suffering. "- 
i Foraamuch, then, as Christ hath suffered for ua 

II in the flesh, lelus arm ourselves likewise with the 
same'piiod: for he that hath suffered In the flesh, 
haiii ceased from sin. that he no longer should live 

[the rest of histime in the flesh, to the lusts of men, 

[■bat to the will of God.-' 

!■ Some may think in their imposing,, that they a 
•erving God therein.^ and in persecuting those that 

I, cannot bow thereto ; but they should remember Zion 

I' it not budt with blood, nor Jerusalem with iniquity.^ 
It is the wolf, and not the Lamb nor hi$ Spirit, that 
tears and devours for religion, much less for ceremony; 
yet, alas ! it is that has been the occasion of much 
ornelty. The conscientious man that dares not con- 
form to things not commanded of God, is often e 
aofierer, where swearers, blasphemers, drunkards and 
pro^e persons go free. 

(l)STim. iii, 12. (3) Hab. ii, 10. <3) 1 Peter iv, 1, 2. 
(41 John xvi, 2. ' (5) Micb. iii, lU. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

W(if Persecution, and Testimonies affainst «| 

Tbouoh it is eo known a practice, tbat many d 
aecule for religion, and some do jastify it , y( 
of divei's persuasions on particuJar 
largely declared in favour of liberty of C 
which take a few instancea. 

I begin with Conituntine, a Roman Empero 
the empire was very large, who, embracing Chi 
anity, is by Nichi>laB Causin brought in thus apes' 
to the people ; — " I intend not that any r 
be forced in the matter of his religion ; the a 
of the world are oft-limes constrained ; but thoa 
render to God ought to be voluntary. We hnv^ 
greater proof of the divinity, than mercy, 
sheweth what he is in so long time, and with ^ 
patience, suffering the impieties and ingratitndt 
men. I would have all the world know, I inteixf 
to make Christiana by necessity, but discretion, 
it is a crime to deny true religion to those that n 
it, eo is it an importunity to seek now to jmpoae il 
force on such as demand it not. Tliey that i 
follow mv example, shall not, therefore, be 8 _ 
from my friendship. I am the common father o 
in general, and no man ought to be fruatnited (K 
preservation, which I owe him."' 

If this wae the free sentiment of a wise and I 
emperor, how would it exalt the prudence of the u 
of our age to follow his example, and be the o 

(11 Hu. C4.>ivl,\om'l. 



^^^KTSSTIMONIES AdAIN.ST PERSECUTION, 39 

^^^Br and protection of their people, and not let any, 
^^Vtaatters of conscience, be made a prey to furious 

^^Bow commendable n'as his moderation towards his 
^^^feiea subjecta, and how unlike are the practices of 
^^HjBi who persecute to gaols, galleys, tortures, and 
^^H& itself, for things not necessary to salvation. 
^^H»give now an example of the Protestant Episco- 
^^^hay, remarkable is that treatise of Jeremy Taylor, 
^^^^^ " liberty of Prophesying," published when 
^^^^Bpiscopal may was under some discouragement; 
^^^Mft quote him at large, were to transcribe much 
^^^Bw many chapters of the book : however, I am 
^^^kg to transcribe a little out of his preface : — 
^^^KAgainst this (imposing upoa other men) I have," 
^^^felie, "laid prejudice enough from the dictates of 
^^Hb' Scripture ; it is observable, that this, with its 
^^^Bidant degrees, 1 mean restraint of prophesying, 
^^^Hteing upon other men's understanding, being 
^^^Rin of their consciences, and lording it over their 
^^^■b'come in with Che retinue and train of Antichrist, 
^^^K IB, they came as other abuses and corruptiona of 
^^Vehnrch did, by reason of the iniquity of timea, 
^Sa the cooling the first heats of Christianity, and 
the increase of interest, and the abatements of Chris- 
tian simplicity, when the church's fortune grew better, 
and her sons grew worse, and some of her fathers 
worst of all; fur in the first three hundred years there 
was no sign of persecuting any man for his opinion, 
though at that time there were very horrid opinions 
commenced, and such as were esemplary and paralld 
enough to determine this question ; for they then 
were assaulted by new sects, ■wKvc^i iesXto'jti '^^wt 
n principles of nature, d£ Cbi'xrtiviuiA^ , 'AS 



TESTIMONIES, AGAINST PEBSECUTIOK. 

KveDce, and public eocicty; and they, who 
neans, Christian and spiritual, for their 
ttent and conviction, thought not of using 
, otherwise than by blaming such pi 
knd, therefore, I do not only urge their not di 
Mv argument of the unlawfulness of such proce 
It their defying it, and speaking agwnst studi 
les, as unreasonable and destructive of Ct 
r TertuUian is express, — ' Humani jurii 
"s potestatis, unicuique quod putaverit' 
ic religionie est cogere religionem, quee suscipi 
onte nan vi.' The same is the doctrine, ssil' 
it S. Cyprian, Lactantius, S. Hilary, Minatiiu 
Knolpitius SeveruB, S. Chrysostome, S. 
■Anstin, Damaacen. Theophclact, Socrates echt 
tnd 5. Bernard." 
To which he adds, — " That all wise 
y were over-born with factidn, or solitnl 
viah persons, gave toleration to differing 
orhose opinions did not disturb the publh: miea 
And having gone through and examined aa 
'lited the notions upon which some preteqd to i 
Ipon GDnscieoce, be concludes with these tic 
**orda of St. Ambrose (as he calls them)—' 
imperiale est Ubertatcm dicendi negare, nee 
tale quod sentiat non diccrc." > 

I could instance varieties of testimoaiee A^ 
persuasions, that have written largely aguiut i 
tion upon conscience, and could quote abuudt 
the like case from the writings of our Friends, 
iotend to confine myself to that of John WI " 
" Let this be a witness, now, and in agea to 

J} Vido Sermou on " \" e Vnow m^ *'Wv\ s^jvfif^i 
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pgainst such as murmur at, hate and persecute those 
ithat cannot in conscience join to their form of doc- 
itrhie and worahip, though they should make it as like 
[our doctrine and practice as possibly they can invent; 
Ulay. though it should be the very aame in outward 
Ebniearance, and in every circumstance provable by 
[Bcr^tures, and the words which we have left upon 
bccord, yet if men take upon them to preach such 
doctrines,, and imitate such practices, by virtue of any 
^tivard ordination or approbation of people, which 
^VB itching ears, without a true leading of the ' 
l&pirit of God ; though pretending to the anointing 
and leading thereof, shall do it for a name, honour, 
or lucre's sake ; and shall persuade, advise, or give 
[consent, that outward authority, or the civil magis- 
jtrate, shall compel men into conformity thereunto, or 
jelae in person, estate or otherwise shall outwardly 
ipnnieh such as refuse to conform, though upon never 
' so false grounds ; or shall compel any man from that 
I way of worship which, in his own mind, he is per- , 
snaded is right, or shall defend his own way of wor- 
I tbip by carnal weapons ; behold, I [who am a chdd 
ef the Virgin that is espoused to the Lamb, brought 
forth in the return of her captivity, and have the 
, mind of Christ herein] do testify in his name, and by 
I luB Spirit, that such are adulterate children, not 
begotten of God, nor bom of his royal seed, nor 
owned by Jerusalem, which is free, and is the Mother 
of UB all,"' ■ ■ 

hJohn Whitohead's Collection, called " Gospel Laboura," 



CHAPTER XXV. 
Patience under Persecution. 



EKoTWtTBSTANDiNa the varioua exerdtei tin 
I of God meet with from the ungodly world, 
I profane and empty professorB. yel they are o 
■.out epiritual support and sweet enjoyments of 
T peace, which the Lord gives and leaves nill 
ind nhich the world can neither give doi 
He that wa» after the 6eeh (of old), pen 
wh\m that was after the Spirit ;' aa it wa« then, 
Vnow. Michael and his angels, and the dru 
■.'Ilia an^U. are so contrary, that the one mu 
KtgaJDt the other. But though the old dragoi 
|irar with the woman, and the remnant of ho 
who suffered in the flesh, coraeti ia 9 
a ten thousand of his saints;' and th 
ind his followers shall prevail, not by sword e 
my Spirit, saith the Lord. 
Neither is this warfare only general, as 1 
tbete two greut lenders, but everyone thai ovi 
will first know their particular conflicts with 
one, hi* temptations to resist, and his evd inaii 
to wiihetand. 

Wherein the various workings of satan to i 

■ge the mind are met with, one while renderf 

work impoesihle, our difficulties invincible, mtil^ 

. oar fean, mustering up dielmst within, if p — 

§boder. Bui. m the upright tmit in the t 

e him their nnn. Ihcy shiJI go on, mod 



EH PEHSECUTIUS. 

P*"evail ; and by every faithful reaiating, the enemy's 
P*iwer will grow weaker, and the soul strengthened 
^id encouraged by every victory, to trust still in the 
'-•ord, and go on in the holy warfare till it is accora- 
^ehed. 

But Buch should remember, thev must have on the 
_eaat-piate of righteousness ;' for whoever entera 
into a warfare with the evil one, must as well make 
agoiost unrighteousness in himself, as against 
ftBtan, the author of it ; stand, therefore, upright to 
God, swerve not to the world, nor to favour the 
be]6sh man in his UDrighteous ways. 

Take, also, the shield of faith, and be acquaisted 
bow lo use it : and this is not intended of faiths, as 
Oreeda or opinions composed by men, for their foUow- 
band of society to distinguish 
tfacm from those of opposite creeds ; as the Apostle 
said, inrthe world there are gods many ; so we may 
t»y in our day, in t)ie world are faiths many. But 
that which I now intend is, the faith of the operation 
aS God,' the faith by which the just live,' the faith 
fay which Moses refused lo be called the son of Fha~ 
Tttah'8 daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures 
of eiD for a eeason ; esteeming- the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, for he 
bad respect unto the recompence of reward ; by faith 
he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, 
for he endured as seeing him who is invisiblci through 
fiuth he kept the passover and the sprinkling of blood; 
through faith some endured cruel mockings, and 
Bcourgings. bonds and iraprisoamenls;* yea tortures, 
and cruel death, not accepting deliver 
(i; Epb. vi, 14. 



(i4 nil', i.x.oiixt: Hi.' MusHS^^^B 

Here is a notable description of the power ol 
f^th. By it. Moses was enabled (o refuse the] 
and grandeur, and worldly honoor of an opulent 
dom, choosing rather aufferinga with the peg 
God, and enduring the reproaches of Christ 
the name Christian tvas not known), valuing 
Bcoms of the ungodly us greater richea t£| 
treaBures of Egypt. And tbis he did not di 
ioKnsible stupid mind, but his noble chcMce 
true wisdom, choosing from a sense of better a 
By bith he had respect to the recompence of I 
which as much exceeded what he forsook, as hi 
joy doth the earthly, or heavenly glory the g 
this world ; or an eternal pleasure in God dota 
the pleasures of sin, that are but for a seaM 
leave a dreadful sting upon the consciences at 
s worm that never dies. 

How great and excellent was his choice itb4 
worldly wiselingB now, wbo choose thia pmi 

By faith he feared not the wrath of Egypt'i 
having an eye to the King of kings, whoae | 
power was to be obeyed, and whose almigh 
vafl his preservation and deliverance. 

And as by faith it was that be refused tiM 
and its glory, bo by feilh was he enabled to | 
religious actions bIeo ; by faitli he kept tlie ft 
and the sprinkling of blood. 

And that which I desire in thia point ia, I 
. men miglit hove foitli. Take the •hield i 
I whereby to resist the fiery darts of the evil o 
I where this in not practiced, it is in vaii 
I boast of their faith. I1)e saints' ^tb c 
iimr/d; but loo many, nolwMw^andi^^'Ctiw ^ 



WHO POSSOOK THE GLOHV OF EGYPT. 

&)th, the world overcoraea them. Pride over- 
lies Bome : avarice, lust, wrath, malice, envy, pra- 
[ality, drunkenness and lasciviouEitcss overcome 
luy ; aod, whilst they call themselves Chnstian, 
iy are aDticbristian, and serve this present evil 
irld, and the sinful pleasures or pafsions of it. It 
in this feith the people of God make war againat 
an, that they may overcome him find his works 
tbemaelvea ; fiuth in Christ the arm and power 
God manifest near unto men that they may he 
rS tiSyrKjiHTTi ^i X|irS' by Chriet inwardly enabled 
withataud the wiles of satan ; and those who so 
ercome the evil in themselves, will be encouraged 

■withstand the temptations of the world from 
tbout. 

And by a continuing in the seme exercise, ^a on 
serve the Lord in righteousness and holiaesB.^ 
thout which men cannot see God,^ no more than 
ey can please him without this faith. 
Peter well said of old, " Ye are kept by the power 

God through faith unto salvation, ready to be 
renled in the last time."'> 

And those who thus witness the power and good- 
fa of God, to preserve tbera from evil, which was 
BIT sorrow, they will love him with a sincere and 
ry fervent love, and with a steady zeal go on to 
rve him, in resisting the allurements of satan, who 
ly ofier worldly vanities or sinful pleasures, interest 

ambition, the fading glory or transitory grandeur 

this world : bat they who are bom from above, 
d have tasted of the goodness of God (persevering) 
II have their eye to better pleasures, to lasting joys, 
'UCeU'sEssa/. (2) Luke i, xxv. V'i'l\\B\n:fc*%TS.A>'- 
„ (411 Petal i, a. 
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and to the glory that fades not away, which oui 
cious God liaa both proposed and promised to 
that love and fear his nttme;^ even to them, 
by patient continuance in well-doing, seek for 
immortalit}', eternal life ;^ and these look not 
things that are seen, but to those which are in 
and eternal.^ 

And though in these his conflicts the true CI 
finds his own weaknesB, yet he depeods on ( 
who is merciful to his iittle ones, and has res{ 
them in all their temptutiona, having been tero[ 
all things like as ihey are, yet without sin,* 
both able and willing to help them in their tt 
tions, that they being dehvered by him, may i 
to him the praise. 

Thus being supported by the Lord, he endi 
a faithful follower of the I^mb in the regenera' 
through many tribulations entering the kingi 
feeling as exercises abound, consolation dot 
much more abonndi^ and by daily tasting d 
Lord IS gracious, is encouraged to hold on ' 
self-denying life. 

Which state of self-denial is necessary to the 
a Christian ; for by dying to those things th 
evil, whereby in time past the enemy ruled ove 
he comes to live to God a new life. Of th 
Apostle gives testimony, where he saith, " I u 
dfied with Christ, nevertheless I Uve ; yet not 
Christ liveth in me ; and the life which I now 
the flesh, i live by the faith of the Son of Got 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

K Holy Life, that it is our duty and our 
erest, and is a life of yreal enjotfmenis. 

I the severities of ao holy life may be eateeined 
e of this woild 88 not to be cliosen, yet if we 
r the eicellent pattern of our Lord, it will not 
e followers ehould id some mea- 
e like him. Of his great example herein, the 
inthor speaks ; — " We many times hear of our 
' I sighs and groans, but never that he 
BO that through his whole life be did 
' answer that character given him by the 



)phet of old, that h 
_f * acquainted' with griefs.' 
> those that follow him are a 
loakiDg war again&t the i 
those hurtful incHaation 



E, and 
I No wonder, then, if 

exercised people, first in 
uies of their own houBea, 

themselves. Secondly, 



in withstanding temptations from without. 
many men delight to provoke others to sin, and where 
they can prevail, rejoice. But if a man, in fear 
towards God, resists their provocations, and dares 
not ran with the multiluite to do evil, then they ecom, 
revile, or ridicule, and are too apt, as (lishop Burnet 
eaya, to judge such persons are morose and auUen. 
And it need not be admired, that ungodly men's cen- 
Bures on those that follow Christ in the regeneration, - 
are as harsh as they were against our Lord in the 
days of his flesh, of which the learned Cell takes 
notice in his Paraphrase on those words, " Enoch 

(IJSooiigal. C?)Mtttt, s 
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I NEW THING 



walked with God and was not,"' Where be 
" How contemptuously and basely the world 
of Enoch and his Enochites, the exact walka 
God. For in such base esteem are the 
evil world, which think and epeak slightly M 
as the Sodomites of Lot, ' This feUow, 
apostate Israehtes of Moses, 'Tbis Moset 
Jews of Christ, 'ThU fellow^ and we foul 
fellow perverting the nation '; and of St. T 
pestilent fellow.' And what good man, who 
ours to walk with God, and please him, cftu 
please the Cainish generalion, or espect anjl 
opinion of him from them."° 

And he shows the reason of it, saying, rf 1 
world, "Thev put good for evil, and evil tea 
^rkness for light, and light for darkness ; 
sweet, and sweet for hitter. Why then 
discontent any of the true Shem's children 
esteemed by the wicked world."' - 

But though this be met with from the ■ 
from the Lord they have a better porlion. 

" What though the evil one cast his fiery • 

us ? What saith God to Abraham the Enoc' 

every one of his children — walk before me, 

thou perfect ; I am thy shield, that will qi 

the fiery darts of the evil one, whom the Lo) 

in his temple and tabernacle, and the secret ol 

I IB, in himself, must needs be safe : for bb thei 

f ites are liis tHbcrnacle or temple, so he is 

I hides them in the rock, that is, in Chrut, 

L Moses was hid when he saw God."'* 

I So those that are of aa inward retiremeBt 

I/O tee the Lord and wbW «\ftv Vimi, woi fc 
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THOUGH DESPISED OF THK 

nversation in heaven, it ia no wonder that theae 
; pilgrims snd strangers to the ungodly world, 
bnonn to them as to their spiritual slate ; and as 
; aforesaid author notes from the Apostle, "their 
e is bid with Christ in God ; and therefore liath 
< gloriuua shew or appearance in the world, and to 
e natural spirit will seem mean and insipid."' 
"The glory of the world, and the gaieties of it 
zzle not their eyes, because that eye is opened in 
;ni which can look to better objects ; and having, 
:ordiDg to the Apostle's instruction, learned not to 
ibion themselves accordiDg to this world," but to 

transformed by the renewing of their roinda;* 
jy see the fashion of the world passeth away,* but 
; goodness of God endnreth continually i^ and, 
!y having had a sweet taste thereof, are daily con- 
med to enjoy more of it," And he farther observes 

another page, "Alas! what words shall we find 

express that inward sartsfaction, those hidden 
iaanres, which never are rightly understood, but 
those holy souls that feel them ? 'A stranger 
;ermedd!eth not with their joy.' "^ 
And as the world ia a stranger to their joy, so 
ey labour and watch that the joy of this world (in 
e sinful follies of it) may be a stranger to them ; 
d though they receive the lawful comforts with 
anlifolness to God, yet like his ancient servants 
ey as pilgrims or sojourners here are seeking that 
iy that hath foundations, whofe builder and maker 

God,'' pressing forward thereunto, that they may 
tain an habitation therein, even with God Ibrough 
« Spirit." 

(1) GeH'H Essay. (2) 1 Peter \,\4.. \?,> ^jamMia wv*!- 
> 1 Ct^. yii, 31. (5)r8a.lii,l. (fi>¥tov.iOi-i,\^- ';v^'AA>. 
— i?) Ephea. i;, 23. 
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Again the aforesaid author bhjb, " If on 
country be mach in oar thoogbtE, It will 1 
strBDgerB and piigritns abstain from fle 
nbich war againet the eou), and keep 
nnspDtted ia thia world, that ne Why be 
enjoyments and felicities of the other."' 

And lieie I shall insert a little from th) 
poet. Quarles : — 

" What ravislied heart that feels those melCi 
WoDld DOt despise and iosth those tresdwrs 
Of DunghiJI eorthl What Boul would Dot be 
Of wry-mouth scorns, the worst that^eili ■ 
Hkd nuicnur to devise! Who would not be« 
The world'x derisiou with a thaokrol ear! 
What palate would refuse full bowls of Bpiti 
To gain a ininate's taste of such delight! "■ 

It is a truth to be lamented, that some, 
have had good beginnings of desires t 
before God, that they may have acceptancE 
have yet stumbled at the cross, wheo they 
llrait te the gate, and narrow the way. wh 
unto life, of which our Lord said, fen th 
find it ;^ and fewer there are that find he 
therein, when they find they ought to "re 
devil and nil his works, the pomps and 
this wicked world, and all the sinful li 
flesh."* 

Here seems an exercise to some too 
■armonnled ; but it will not appear so diffi 
consider help is laid on one that is mighty 
atl-seffieieDt power is present with us to o 
woric oF Cod in us. and us in a discharge i 



I KKS, SKEKING A BETTER INHEHITANCK. 

k iiim ; I therefore entreat all to lay aside the douht- 
Sb eatan would suggest, " Ariae, and be doing, and 
|te Lord will be with na."' And let not any say, I 
ki afraid I shall hazard my interest in the world, my 
fquaintance will look ehy at me, and great meu will 
Own. Had our Lord regarded tlieae tilings, an as to 
» stopped thereby, how could he have done the will 
' his Father, in enduring the cross and despising the 
tmme ; yet, mark the end of it ; he is set down at 
ke right hand of the majesty on high, eternal in the 

Since the Son of God hath left ua such an example, 
t us alsn endure the croiis, and despise the iihame, 
■olcing to that eternal crown of glory he hath in 
Mre for those that hold out to the end. 

Our afnresaid author h^ith another remarkable 
ste of ChrUfs. saying, " Hence did he refuse that 
ordinary compelialion of good masler, when address- 
ed to his human nature, by one whii it seems was 
ignorant of faia divinity. Why callest Ihuu me 
good (saiih he), there is none good but God only. 
A* if he had said, the goodness of any creature, 
(and such only ihou takest me to be) is not worthy 
to be named or taken notice of; it is God alone 
who is originally and essentially good."'- 

How far was he from approving Ihe many flatter- 
,g titles given and coveted after in oar day, as. 
Your Grace," -Your Worship," "Your Ejicel- 
ncy," "High and Mighty," &c. 

Although this holy life, this life oF self-denial, be 
i>tb the wonder and ihe scorn of many, yet it must 
t owned, it is the duty of every Christian man to 

0) I Cbmn. jLnJi, IG. (.1) S- 



LIFE WILL UliVlVt THll ULi 

renounce the devil and all bis works, the pa 
vsnitios of this nicked world, and all the <ii 
of the fiesh, ntid to keep God's ho1;f commi 
all the daya of our Uvea, as before hinted. 
it is our duty thus tu live, so thus to tm i 
despised of men, will revive ihe glory of til 
tian religion. How justly have many camp 
the pride, vanity, debauchery, covetousDM 
wrath, profanenesa, and coldness of zeal in I 
which abound among professors, and which 
ous will own } Yet, alas ! how can it be a 
unless men learn of him, who, as aforevai 
man of aorrows, and [well] acquainted witj 
And a« hit fol'owers do not want at firat i 
godly sorrow for their former transgreeaion 
tends to work repenlance unto amendmcn 
ao neither can they at times be without a a 
because of the abominations of the timea ; u 
these may not escape a being marlied by 
aingulor and morose, yet the Lord will m 
for good.^ 

And these mourners, that deny the vmt 
ainful follies of this world, do not only Ui 
glory of God. and the Cbristiao religion, 
also have a concern upon their mioila, tlu 
may glorify God in their day and generatioi 

For Ihey find greater joy in keeping the a 
of God, than in walking after the allurai 
tatao ; in the world tliey meet with Ironhl 
Christ they have peare. 

It will not avail in the great day for tbc 
tearocd of this world, or men in eialtad 4 

<I) iMiah Uli. *.^1t,»U< 
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a nhom this divine life is manifest and 
eigns., are morose, or are depressed wilh dull dej«ct- 
Ittg thooghtB of melancholy, when they come by the 
leadings of it lo he crucified to the world, and the 
World unto them ; yet he it known to men, though 
e dead to the world, yet they live unto God, 
bidden life the world knows nothing of; and 
tfaerefore perhaps thinks meanly of them. 

The heart of man in its follen state it too apt to 
in things below : — " But were it once 
'• rent from the world, and all the hewitching eojoy- 
■* neots under the sun, it would quickly search itfter 
"some higher and more excellent object lo satisfy 
" its ardent and impoiCunate cravings, and being do 
" longer dazzled with glittering vanities, wonid fix 
•' on that supreme and all-sufficient good, where it 
** ebould discover such beauty end sweetnesi as would 
"•charm and overpower all its affections."' 

It is, indeed, from the spiritual comforts found of 
those who live above the world, that they are much 
eacoaragedjo pass through the exercises here, not 
look-ingat the things that are seen, nhich are temporal, 
bnt at those which are invifibte and eternal ; and God, 
who calls to this eternal good, postpones not all the 
cnjoynientB of it to the life to come, hut gives sweet 
foretastes of it while we are here. " Come and hear, 
sll ye that fear Gnd, and 1 will declare what he hath 
done for my soul."- 

And what the Lord hftd done fur David, he abun- 
dantly tells of:— The Lord is my shepherd, I shall 
nnt want; he maketh me to lie di>wn in green pas- 
ture*, he leadelh me beside the still waters, he reelor- 

<l) Scoagtt. (2) Paato Ixvi, \G. 






sniUTHAL COMFORTS. 1 

eth my soul, he leadetii me in the paths of rigU 
nets, for his name's sake ; yea, though I walk iM 
the valley of the shadow of death. I will fear &4 
for thou art with me, thy rod and thy stafl" 
comfort me ; thou preparest a table hefore n 
presence of mine enemies, thou anointest* t 
with oil, my cup runneth over; surely goodnj 
mercy shall follow me all the days of r 
dwelt in the house of the Lord for ever 

To tell the worldling what ihese paslores s 
where the still waters, is a task indeed; but li 
follow him in the paths of righteousoesa,' 
abide the chastenings of the Lord,^ and h 
his staff shall comfort them, and they shall k 
table the Lord prepares. 



Though these 
nghing for a sea: 
theoilof juy fort 
for tlie spirit of hi 
they feel, the 
that dwellest ii 
to thy 



I know a state of eom 

ling, and the garment ol 
;'• joy and gladnt 
of melody and singin 

ompaDivna b 



But, I 



the gnrdi 
the worldly man. 



e cannot heM 



made the heart speak to the heart ? Doth he d 
' call the wicked to foreahe his way, and the 
roan his thoughts ? Hear then, and obey th 
forsake what he calls thee from, and thou 
what be calls thee to. even to taste of h _ 
which is sweeter than the honey or the hooej 

(1) Pttlm ixiii. (2) Proverb* viii, 20. 
I/O Pulm xjiiii, 1, 6. {a) VaaW mj., &. 
•* Ii, 3. l8) Caul, viii, \&. 



CHAPTER XXVI]. 

. Of Meditation and Spiritual Prayer. 

Tbebb, then, cannot but love so gracious a God, so 
ttierciful a Faiher ; they delight to draw nigh nnto 
ifctm, and medilale in his )am day and nigiit. ' Pri- 
vate retirement to wait on God they feel advantage 
'in, and by his goodness and love their hearts are 
qiore and more engaged to love him; and I doubt 
not the said author had a seme hereof, when he 
■peak B of inward recollection, saying, "That when 
" a EeriouB person feels some inward enkindlings of 
"divine lov«t and holy excitations to prayer and 
" retiremeht, these are always to be followed, if jios- 
" sible ; for God doth as it were invite the soul to a 
" heaveolv repast,"^ 

I am douhifnl some may think slightly of. nhat 
the aforeBaid author hints concerning the Lord's 
iDTiting men to private meditation or prayer, and 
may say in themselves — we have pur stated hours, 
and our appointed forms of praye^i and if we keep 
to theiti, we think that is well enough. But such as 
desire their prayers may be of advantage, would do 
weJl to try if they csnnot more sensibly ftel the Lord 
to be near to them, to bless their devotions, when he 
calls thereunto, than when they set themselves a 
work, or when they follow the prescriptions of men. 

Some, also, may ridicule such inward calls of God, 
and pat the name of fancy or entbasiasni upon it, 

d BO reject the secret voice of God as some delu- 



'2. C-1 Scnupi\. 
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Bion. But surely such have little true claim to teli- ] 
gioD. whatever farm they hsve, and are uDacquai 
with the merciful dealings of Gud to the Eouls o( | 
men. How he strives with men by his Spir 
did with the old world, to draw them from thktwhid 
is evil, and to incline them to that which is good,M 
seek his face right early. 

Yet I doubt not the Lord is eo at work i 
that ttaey feel at limee a tenderneaa opon their »jnm 
towards God, mid desireB that he may blees tbero W 
guide them whilst here, and prepare them in this 1| 
for a bleased immortality. 

Such I would hope my entreaty raig^ht prevai) spd 
especially to have regard to all the stirrioge of t 
which ie good, which they feel in their bouIs, it is ■ 
Spirit of God which works it, and Ills power is n 
whereby we can succesafully draw nigh to God^ i 
meditate upon him, watching diligently to have'] 
minds itaid upon him, waiting in pure itillnM 
feel his power, to season our spirits with an humtl 
holy BwfulncBS towards him, and to raise in oi 
lively and fervent desires lo God for a farther 
ment of his goodness and love, thereby to be engi 
more and more to walk in hia fear and delight ir 
precepts : for such do not go nithout their reward.i' 

Such who have had experience of the kindneMlf 
God in these spiritual visitations, I advise 
gent in joining therewith; watch, leal world Ijr • 
wandering thoughts intervene to drnw the mind fi 
thie inward touch of God's love. He is no 
near to thee with favours, whom thou once sought 
Mirrowing, and wouldst have been glad then to hi 
inotrn the fmiles of Viia countewunne, \\ibw[k 
eoaie may say. I liava thoa aovigN^^ ftit ^jRai.^ 
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ms OB if be hid himself from me ; what »hall such 

9 I do ? 1 answer, hope thou ttiti in 

i rememberiag hjs reward is with him, and hia 

It before himi in waiting Dpun him thou inayeat 

ft there is more of his work wanting in thee, than 

1 hast yet felt and submitted to, in order to pre- 

I pare thee for those sweet enjoyments of his love thy 

' ioqI loageth after. 

He that thus invites, will feed the hungry with 
good, thinga, though he doth send the rich, the fat, 
and Ihe full, empty away.' 

And since 1 am fallen upon the benefit of medita- 
tion in private, I am willing, also, to shew, that 
meditatioD in public, I mean in the solemn assembliei 
of God's people, is of eminent advantage to the souls 
of men, and of real use; yea, of necessity, in I' 
right worship of God, which is in spirit ; and 
would not be understood that this worship is barely 
in' the eiercise of onr own spirits. But, having 
proved from Scripture and divers authors, that there 
IB " a manifeBlalion of the Spirit given to every man 
to profit withal."" Surelv the profit thereof will not 
he denied, as at other times, so also in the seasons of 
worship, as the minds of men are retired thereunto, 
and exercised tl>erein. For. as Judge Hale saith, 
in the words of David. "In thy light we shall see 
light, "^ have a discerning of onr slate inwardly, 
where we are, what we are in God's sight, and there- 
by know our true duty, whether it be to humble our 
soals before him in a sense of any transgression or 
dieobedience, and to wait on him, to know his judg* 
ments more and more revealed against the traiis- 

O) Liikv i, .rj. (3) rC"r. xi\,". (^riTsai'm. ■».■*.■«;%,">. 



gretsing nature io ub, that the head of the I 
may be braised, and the soul teparated fli 
power : for as man cannot do this work of ■ 
ao it ia needful that he watt oo the Lord H 
him that is able to do it in us and for na. t 

Here the true peoitent man may come tal 
■oul opened io silent prayer to God, that be « 
Christ's sake, blot out his tranBgreaaioDa, 1 
away hia sins and the guilt thereof. As the ■ 
author eaith : — "A few of those inward aia 
" will do more than a great many Anient and J 
" expressions," > Let, then, none doubt of ■ 
cacy of spiritual prayer, as men receive the ■■ 
of the Spirit ; as he also says, — " Thia menui 
"is, of all other, the moat effectual to purify f 
" and dispose of it unto a holy and religiouu 
" and may be termed the great secret of ■ 
" and one of the most powerful inslrDncnli 
"divine life. And it may be, the Apoatlw 
•' peculiar respect unto it wheo he saith, "lip 
"helping our infirmities, makes i 
" with groanings that cannot be uttered ;'■ 
" origiaal may bear, that canoot be worded." 

And though tliese sighings cannot then b 
yet the Lord hears and knows what is the i 
•piiit, and as he is always ready to do oa g 
he regard to these breathings, which are iu 
own begetting ; and for the cries of the j 
the aigbinga of the needy will I a 
Ltt God ariae, and his enemies thall be m 

Dot u this state of prayer ii 
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needfol, that having thus prayed with the Spirit 
also wait to feel an answer of our prayer. Many have 
been busy in prayers, but ha>e neglected to wait on 
God to receive the return of their prayers, with tha 
nercy or blessing prayed for. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

tkirther of Warship, and of many cmnforta 
and advanfages thereby, as it is performed 

by Ike help of the Holy Spirit. 

A HAN can no more create himself anew than hs 
did create himself at first ; therefore, in order to 
regeneration, a man ougbt to have some time retired 
from the world to draw nigh to God, to feel the Lord 
to make him anew, in which retirement and drawing 
near to God, our eouI'e enemy sometimes comes to 
disturb the mind with vain and wandering thoughts, 
whereupon the sincere in heart will have uccation to 
pray agaiuat his temptations, yea to watch and pray,' 
that he who is the captain of our eatvalion, may 
nanifest his power to drive back our ^onl's enemy, 
And when have vce greater promises of his presence, 
iban when we gather together in his name," in his 
Spirit retired from the world to wait upon him, that 
Le ma^ work in us his marvelloua work of forming 
OS for himself, that we may shew forth his praise.^ 

Here we have no need that man should direct as 
either to read, sing, or praj by forms 

(I) Mntt. X. 



BppoiDtment, for the mind being singly t 
this divine gift or light, men will see what tt 
to praji for. and (as before observed) the Sf 
will help their iafirmitice, ves sametimei n 
Bad groans that cannot be uttered, aa aforM 
having a^ked in Cliriit's name, in hie Spirl 
movinga of it, (whether with words or nitbiH 
yet we are witbin the promise, ask and ye ihd 
but if we pray without hia Spirit, withoat hi 
and help, we are subject lo nak ainiM, ' 
eat hoT hints, " The ipiiitual man ought M 
himself lo forms," for as temptutions are vat 
the euuI'e exercisei and. nece'silies Tariod 
the prayers of the spiritual man be differia^ 
both vocal and mental prayers abo ; yta aa 
ritual state baih its growth (as well aa tli» 
ao i» it not possible for men to prescribe M 
man a set of forms of prayer. Observe tbe^ 
author : — 

"And let me here add one free thing, thM 
" obstructs more an advance iu « pi ritual ity ■ 
"God, than the fettering oursclvea by sou 
" of our own, to rules and forms which 
" always adhere to and keep up ; whcreM it 
"taioand general truth, that thctc i* « pn 
"the Bpiritnal as well as the natoral life."* - 

Let it be considered, be that une dsjr prayi 
Bod alfto wails in faith and putience, tDd-rw 
answer of his prayer in an increase of diviM 
or strength, or victory aver his aoul'i ad««f) 
an one may have uccB«ion anolhor div ti 
■ome further blesanig. and this 



l»)& 



SPIRITUAL PRAVKK. 81 

. forins. Aod though some noRy thiok 
«of otir experience herein, yet perhaps they 
jgard the aloresaid author, where treating of 
.1 prayer he sailh, " There is a third and more 
ime kind of prayer, wherein the buuI takes & 
ler flight, and having collected all its forces by 
; and eerious meditation, it darteth itself (so 
ipeak) towards God in sighs and groans, and 
ighte too big for expression. As when, after 
eep contemplation of the divine perfections, 
laring in all his works of wonder, it addressetli 
f unto hinrin the profoundest adoration of his 
Bsty and glory. Or when, alter sad reflections 
t9 vileness and miscarriages, it prostrates itself 
re him, not daring to utter one word io his 
enee."' 

ere, indeed, is the loftiness of man hrought 
and sclf-coutidence and niiUworship ahased, 
le Lord our helper purely depended on, who is 
ily ahle to help us io our devotions in private, 
80 in our public devotions, when we are gather- 
[h many others, to the like spiritual exercise; 
ere I desire Io shew, that modltation and men- 
ayer approved by the aforesaid author, as before 
i, are both necessary and profitable to our well 
mance of oar duty to God, in the times of pub- 
letingB for worship, as before hinted ; for as it 
iwed that recollection of mind is profitable to 
pirituul state, so it is certainly necessary in 
m of worebip, that we be In a true sense scclu- 
"Spa the world, really in heart and mind retired 
taid waiting npon God; it is true as it waa 
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yyrntleo, "Thou wilt keep him ii 
mind ia stayed od thee,* because he 
Aod this exercise of faith and tri 
and wailing to feel him to carry o 
na, tends lioth to our further kno 
to the abilitating as to ijerform thi 

I hope none will doubt that fi 
Christ may be gathered ii 
power) before eihorlalion 
tione should not he during the 
assembly ; for the promise of hia [ 
to timea of exhortation, but to : 
name; and, blessed he the Lord, 
prom-ised ; and those who dra 
draws nigh tn them.^ 

In this exerciiie, the apiritaal in 
not -in vain to dram nigh unto 
hlCBsingB are) to feel his power i. 
repentance, to conversion from tht 
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refreshing shall come from the pre 
whose promise was, where two or 
in [hisj name, there [is he] in t\ 
In whose presence is fulness of joj 
pleasures for evermore.^ That thi 
presence of God was known to the 
days ia evident from this fure-eitt 
when tlie Jews declined from the L 
of them, saying, "They have fori 
tain of living wuterij, and hewed 
broken cisterns that can hold no w 
But Chriit, the great repairer 
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VC]e> said, " If thou knewe^t the gift of God, and 
|>« it is tbat saith to thee, Give me to drink, Ihou 
Ktfdest have asked of him. aod he would have given 
)fe* living waler." And further, " The water that 
*Miall give him ^hall be in him a well of water 
(Wnging op into everlasting life."' Wherein are 
ifew things greatly worth the notice of thp aerioua 
iui ;* If thou kneweet llie gift of God, (this drop of 
IhC infinite ocean of goodness) this ia able to teach 
%Mk of Christ, and askiog in the moving of this 
Bt, Chriat will anawer in giving living- water. And 
here will Christ give it ? Within. It shall he in 
B) a well of water springing up unto eternal lire. 
tit the worldly wise, then, for ever he ashamed of 
diculing the experimental knowledge of Chriat, and 
1b -work within, and of fhe blesEinga he bestows 
itbin; "In the last day, that great day of the feast. 
teUB stood and cried, saying, if any man thirst, let 
im come unto me and drink. He that believeth on 
le. as the Scripture hath said, out of hia belly shall 
aw riverE of living water."^ Of which, more here- 
flter, concerning which the Evangelist goes on, eay- 
ig, •• This apake he of the Spirit, which they that 
eKeve on him should receise,"* even that Spirit of 
fe from God. which men dead in sins and trespaaaea 
re not in the enjoyment of, bat are aa dry bonea in 
M valley,'' in a low estate of religion, if it may be 
Eilled religion) but wheii the Spirit of life from God 
ntert into tlicae dry bonea, they live a new life, and 
ecome a great army, even the holy faMt that follows 
im who rides apon the white hoflB^ going forth 
onquering and to conquer,* bringing into captivity 
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every thought to the obedience of Christ, thl 
Lord might reign over hia house ;> who** in 
they, that hold the confidence and the r 
the hope firm unto the end.'- 

Where every thoagbt (ia thus) brought into J 
CDce to Christ,^ the will and affectioni nil^ 
bim, and mno redeemed from the power d 
there indeed ev/eet peace is,* that pasKi' 
Standing, and that to keep the heart and n 
from wunderings and telf- workings, to ' 
that he may work all our works in us 
whose IB the power, and to nbom b« h 
DOW and for ever. 

"Keep silence before me. isiandi, and U 
people renew their slrenglh."^ And at tf" 
tiieace is known, the Lord is heard, whoN ■ 
full of majesty.' 

And when can men more expect t( 
than in the most profound silence'' 
is retired frum tlie world, all the ii 
mind stilled, and the elate in son 

David said, 1 will hear what ti 



»peak. for he will speak peace u 

hi* saints, but let them turn no more to tiMj.* 

Solomon also had a sense of the swcel 
voice o( Christ, where he saith. My aoul a 
■DV beloved Kpake.^ 

Let men now own the voice of God may Wl 
that he iliat made (he heart can tpcak to itvp 
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(I) Rer. vl, 5. {'J) lltb. >>i, 6. {31 2 Cor. x. A, ( 
K<. (J) iMiah xavi, 13. \fi) xWA. t3>B ■ 
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JK voice at any time, nor seen his shape.' But the 
* spouse of Christ can say dow as of old. Hia 
'» sweet, and hia counteoance is comely;^ and 
idoved delight to hear the one and heboid the 
■e io an holy caution not to awake or atir 
1 he please,' who in his pleasure hatb 
1 unto the soul that waiteth on him. and is 
C concerning his promise, as some men count 
But when he appears, hia little one can 
p^or ever I was aware my soul made me like the 
1 of Aminadab, or of his willing people.* 
the Lord sends forth the rod of hia 
of Sion, to rule in the midst of his ene- 
; thy people shall he willing- in the day of thy 
'a beauties of holiness, [Margent] more than 
Mmb of the morning thou shall have the dew of 
ith.^ It ie he that sends forth the rod of hia 
h out of Sion to get dominion in hia enemies, 
n may labour in their own strength and wisdom, 
r bring forth nothing but wind, and may have 
ise to say, " We have not wrought any dehverance 
io the earth, neither have the inhabitants of the woHd 
f«IIeD. Thy dead men shall live, together with my 
dead body shall they arise : awske and sing, ye that 
dwell in the dust, for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, 
and the earth shall cast out the dead. ' 

When thus the Lord gives the word, great shall 
be the number of them that publish it, for his word 
becomes as a fire shut up in their bones, » they cannot 
hold their peace, they cannot stay, although they may 
meet with great opposition, as did the prophet Jere- 
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miah ; yet a people wailing for the salvation of G 
can Bay, " How beautiful upon the raoun 
feet of him that briugeth good tidings, that pabl 
eth peace, that bringeth good tidings of good, i 
publisheth salvation, that saith unto SioD, Thj ^ 
reigneth ; thy watchmen ehall lift up the voice, il 
the voice together shall they sing : for they shall ■ 
eye to eye, when the Lord shall bring again f* 
Break forth into joy, sing together ye waste pl«o 
Jerusalem, for the Lord hath comforted hia people.*^ 

Such eiperiencera of the Lord's work hare m 
earnest concern upon their souls that others (who I 
have long gone mourning from profession to profu- 
sion, seeking rest but finding none,) may come \a | 
partake with them of these spiritual enjoym 
the spiritual exercise that leads thereto, that thertio | 
they may be enabled to worship God in £pirii 
have no confidence in the flesh, in any bodily or ci 
nionial performances ; and therefore in Spirit t 
bow to God and woraliip him;- and such worshipp 
the Father is seeking, and gathering from the o 
lo! here is, and lo! there is; and they find their di 
and advantage is to seek the spiritual knowledge 
Christ within, and shall obtain favour of the 1 

The Lord whom they seek they find comes tg 1 
temple ; and where his presence is truly felt, 1 
the proper object of divine adoration is known, 
have no need of Laymen's Calendars to put tl 
remembrance, nor outward representation to I 
their devotions ; the Lord whom they worship IB 
beginner of a stale of wort^hip in their sotui ; I 
Spirit is their help to an holy composure of i 

(■/; /ofljah Jii, 7, 8, 9. (,1) i-Aca\t .11,. ^3.^ ¥•£(«. i 



GOSPEL- WORSHIP. 

pbeTeiD they revere that great Almighty power whicb 
^ heavea and earth, and who is in an CEpecial n: 
r near to those that in his own Spirit draw nea 

a state of gospel -worship indeed restored ia 
B latter age. 

"knd as the spiritual worship is restored, bo (under 
■ operatioD of his hand) are the various parta of it, 
'a the Spirit, as before hinted at, wherein th» 
ihath graciously led on and prepared some.tra- . 
ipg eoula, until he hatb been pleased to pour out 
'Ehem the spirit of grnce and supplication, ^ that 
r hearts and mouths also have been opened to call 
him in truth and righteousness, in behalf of 
i with themselves, that the whole assembly 
dkt be comforted with his goodness, and enjoy hu 
■li that they also might have in their soi' 

ime, and tell of his mercies, and thati 
snt all help of outward forms. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

Of Preaching. 

UCHINO is by many made (as it were) a trade; 
B prepare themselves for discourse, and study what 
p«ay ; but he that ia prepared of God by his sancti- 
^ig work, ia thereby brought to hear what God wiH 
ft and such will be capable to understand what hs 
fii, and whether it be given for comfort or counsd 
lumselves, or whether it be given (in his requir.^ 

(l)ZMKii,Vij. 
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ings) to speak it forth to others, that they also iii;r 
be comforted, and hope in the Lord, who givetli powe 
to the &itit, and to them that have no might U 
increasetb atrengtli. ' 

BleBEed be the Lord, many have found in his won 
his power, and that his word is nigh. Moses havitf 
delivered to Israel large instructions, wherein he h>( 
spoken forth many words from the word itself; he S^ 
of tbat word. " it is not in heaven, that thou shotlU 
est say, who shall gu up for us to heaven, and bria| 
it nnto U9, that we may hear it and do it ? N^tha 
is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say. «k 
shall go over the sea fur us, and bring it unto n 
that we may hear it and do it ? But the word is »orj 
nigh unto thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart, tint 
thou mayest do it."^ And this ihe Apostle con6niH 
of Christ the living powerful word, — ■'The rigto 
ousness which is of faith, speaketh on this wise, S^ 
not in thy heart, who shall ascend into heaven ? Tlitl 
is, to bring Christ down from above. Or, who sbil 
descend into the deep, that is, to bring up Cbial 
again from the dead."^ Here the Apostle tells u 
what the righteousness of the true futh teacbeth not 
then he tells what it doth teach, viz : — " The word ii 
nigh thee, even in thy mouth and in thy heart ; thai 
, is, the word of faith which we preach." Where, lei 
1 the serious observe, that the word of faith was whal 
Lthey preached, and that word was nigh in the muatl 
od in the heart ; and they that know not the wort 
I the heart, ought not to take his word into thai 
ntths.* 



OF PREACHmC. 

' Observe Dr. Gell on this point ; — ■' Thia inward 
Kntial word must first be in, and appear in those 
fba are the vehicles of it unto men, before tbey caa 
V the voice of God and Christ crying to them. " 
Ithe Son must first be in Paul, before he could 
IcIj biro among the heathen. " 
pThe inward in-speaking is God's oracle."' Thu» 
B learned Episcopalian. 

indeed, it is only those that know this inward 
tntial word, that are colled of God to speak forth 
fc word to men. Men may hear of it, they may 
i of it, and what they read, may speak of to others-, 
' may form discourses as likenesses of gospel- 
_ but they cannot give life to their words, 
b alone He, who is the Word of Life, can give 
■by his word, either immediately or in strum entally; 
e ought all to take heed what they bear ;- for 
My bear only man, life does not come by such 
ing ; and tbey should take care how they bear,' 
i, while the word of God indeed is preached, they 
r (profitably) hear with their ears, nor under- 
d with their hearts, those things that belong to 
r peace.* 

^e Lord said by Jeremiah, — "■ The prophet that 
li a dream, let him tell a dream, and he that hath 
• word let him speak my word faithfully. What is 
pi chaff to the wheat ?"^ 

i the Lord makes a plain distinction between 
e that really have his word, and those that have 
' verse 2'2nd, of the same chapter, he saith, 
f they bad stood in my counsel, and had caused , 
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I my people to hear my words, then they fhonli 
I turned them from their evil way. and the evil 
I'doings." And, verse 21st, "1 have not mi 
Ipropheta. yet they rao ; I have not spoken to 
Byel they prophesied." And again, veree 33nd, ' 
' Bhall not profit this people at all." 

So. it «eems. where men prophesy, that ia. | 
and the Lord hath not sent them, they shall M 
the people, they shall Dot turn them from thi 
their doings. 

Well were it for all profesiors of Chriatia 
consider the effect of the teachings they 
whether tbey learu thereby to turn from 
their doings. Alas 1 this practice of a maa'a 
too little taught and too little learned 
yet many would be counted Christians, thaa| 
begin and continue their profession, leaving 
the things they ought to do, and doing thMM 
they ought not. 

I would not here he thought to reHeot o 
who, in a penitent frame of mind, confeu thd 
greasione : snch I earnestly exhort, not only t 
of, but also to put away the evil of their doia 
hefore the eye of the Lord, lest he say to nc 
formed ones, as he said to depraved Israd, ' 
you make many prayers, 1 will not hear."' 

Srarce any in our age consider the want cf ) 
mlDisIry raised up by the power of God. bi 
chiefly to depend on eqcd eloquent, and hma 
ikill in tongues, forgclling that without the 
power of God, such a ministry I ' ~ ~ 
people:— 
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I . — To open their blind eyes. 

2. — To turn them from darkness to light. 

3. — From the power of satan unto God, that they 
tnay receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among 
them that are sanctified through faith that is in Chriat 

And where such power is wanting ia a ministry, 
BO wonder if the aforesaid advantage is wanting, no 
wonder if roea are nat turned from the darkness that 
is in sin, to the true Ught, Christ Jeaua ; no wonder 
if such are under satan 'a power, wanting remission of 
tana, always liable justly to complain of the miserable 
load of guilt and sia upon their consciences, remain* 
jng unsanctified, and so unfit for the inheritance pur- 
chased for us hy the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Satan is that strong man armed who keeps the 
house," till men are turned to Christ, the power of 
God, who is stronger than the strong man, and able > 
to dispossess him, to destroy the devii and his works, 
■which are sin,^ and the love of it : and where men 
are not so turned to Christ, (or do not receive him) 
they want power to become the sons of God ;* they 
Tra.ot faith in his name ; and then what hath their 
profession brought them to ? 

But when, by the Lord's work upon the heart of 
any, they become truly penitents, and mourn smcerely 
for by-past transgressions, and bow their souls in 
hnmihty before hira,''^ if the Lord is then pleased to 
pardon and pass hy their former offences, surely then 
they will love him. and loving him, fear him; and' 
fearing him. will serve him; and serving him. will. 
partake of such sweet rewards from him, that th^ 
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will readilv desire in their souls otherB might 
thereof with them. 

If the Lord shall pkaae to raise such an one , ( 
a ploughman, a shepherd, or fiEhermaD, to tell i 
goodneBs. aod how worth; the Lord is to be s< 
though they may not do it in the words which 
wisdom teacheth,^ yet he that tends them will prot-l 
per hia work, and they will be either a savour oi lift I 
unto life, in them that believe, or a savour of deal]) J 
unto death in them that perish. - 

The Lord hath a quiver full of a 
of them shall return in vain. 

Neither will those only he enabled to call to ■( 
to fear the Lord, hut as he plea 
enable some at his command to open the myiti 
of the kingdom of God, which unto many wi 
learned are as parables to this day ; the myat 
rehgion being as a book sealed," which the t 
wisdom cannot open, nor read therein. 

And though their speaking or preaching i 
plain, yet grave, scriptural and edifying to tl 
believer; not factious, nor for emulation and i 
glory, nor for applause of men, nor to get a g 
name in the world ; but from and in a living c 
rience will they testify of the goodness of Go*L ] 
Men, though unlearned, yet may be good witnc* 
and honest men deserve to be credited in what t 
testify : whereas thoi-e that are but mean 1 
though they are great talkers, are not likely b 
otbers further than they have gone tbemselvea ii 
strait and narrow way, which leads to life:* bat 
that have learned to deny themBclves, to follow^ 
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I-^rd, they can tell others how they were taa^ht, that 
Others may learn alao, and come to have fellowship 
^vith thera, whose fellowship is with the Father, and 
a his Son Jesue Christ. ' 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



'befs Prophecy, and of the pouring forth 
"the Spirit upon sons and daughters. 

If.AND here seems a fit occasion to mention that which 
some wonder at, that there should be tv omen- preach- 
ere in this g-ospel di^pensaiion, but they may remem- 
ber the prophecy of Joel, — " And ye shall know that 
I am in the midst of Israel — And it shall come to 
pass afterward, I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall pro- 
phesy; your old men shall dieam dreams, and yosr 
young men shall see visions ; and also upon the ser- 
vants and upon the handmaids in those days, will I 
poor out my Spirit " [or of iny Spirit]." 

I confess some have hmited this to the time of the 
great Pentecost, when it was indeed experienced ; yet 
that the pouring forth of the Spirit continued after 
that, will appear in ihe instance of Paul and his fel- 
low-helpers in the gospel, and in Philip's four daugh- 
ters, and many others ;^ and that it was not only the 
blessing of that age, is agreed to in the aforesaid 
treatise, saying, "This is most irreligiously retrained 
" to the extraordinary effusion of the Holy Qiost on 

^ (l)Mitt.K\l,2i. (2)JoeliS,^l,^a,15- (oSi 6i!A».-*Sv.'^' 
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"Pentecost. This ib clearly contrary to flic 
" of the Old and New- Testament, and tl: 

" cnrrent of the New ; and to nothing more 
" Saviour's toost divine praver, wherein he e 
" he was not interceding for his disciples t 
" for all that should helieve on his name throi 
"word. So that all these sublime effect! 
*' Divine Spirit, of being one in God, tha 
"might be in them. Sic, are there prayed 
" certainly granted them."* 

We havK also the eminent Matthew Ha 
Chief Justice, large and particular on our ni 
Contemplations on the Magnet; — "Certail 
the eun is to the sentient eye, that, and min 
is Almighty God to the mind of man." , 
quotes ill proof hereof, " In thy light ahftl 
Lght;"5 "This is ihe true light that enli 
every man that cometh into the world."* A] 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
"All thy children shall be taught of the 
" This is my covenant that 1 wdl male wil 
My Spirit that is upon thee, and the norda 
have put in thy mouth, shall not depart on 
mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy eeed, ni 
the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the I^oi 
henceforth and for ever."^ 

Thus this great man had a sense, that tbt 
aion.and seed of the true Prophets should 1>e 
with that divine gift for ever ; and with otl 
of Scripture justifving his testimony herein, 
quotea^at of Joel; — I will pour oot n 
upon alt Uesh, servants and handmaids, aad t 
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_ .1 Which he b so far from restraiaing' to 
__reat effusion at Jerusalem, that he declares — 
!b continued, and shall unto the end of tlie world, 
_ _ lason of the corruption of the lives and 
niiers of mankind, not with equal success. "- 
. The continuation, then, of this gBspel-prophecy 
Tog a lasting blesiiing to the true church, let none 
Ironder, that in this day of restoratioa the Lord is 
pouring forth the gift of his Spirit, that both his sons 
Bud daughters, servants and handmaids may prophesy. 
Tbe greut and fundamental question between us 
<Bn.d many professors ts, whether a manifestation of 
'fiie Spirit be now given ? And, in proof thereof, I 
may add a little more out of the Liturgy, and others, 
where thev prav, " That his Holv Spirit may in all 
ifiuDga direct and rule our hearts;"^ and at imposition 
of hands, " That they may daily increase id his Holjr 
' Spirit." 

And Dr. Lucas declares his experience herein, say- . 
ihg',-— " 1 can easily believe that my temper may be 
transformed, my corruptions may be put off, and I be 
made partaker of a divine nature ; since the Spirit of 
God will dwell with me. the Light of God will always 
shine upon me, and the power of God will alwaya' 
succour me."* 

E. Fowler, the late Bishop of Gloucester, in hia 
Design of Christianity, treats of the sending the Holy 
Ghost to excite us to our duty, and assist, cheer and 
comfort us in the performance of it. 

" This doth the gospel assure us of, as also that 

those which do not resist and repel his good motions, 

I shall be anre to have always the super intendency of 

(1) Joel u, 9S. (2) Matthuw Hale otftw'^a^'aC 
[(I}: I Ah Sunday after Triiuty. (,4) Oi , "Lucaa (iTi."fta.->jij'™sa». 
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this blessed Spirit, and that he mil new I 
them, but abide with tliera for ever, aod anj 
from one degree of grace to annther."' 

He alao ehewa our umon with Christ thni 
Spirit, and out of Patrick's Mystka Menm, i 
union betweea the vine and branches, wbicb it 
by one Spirit or life dwelling id the nbole. 

Since, then, bo eminent men do own tke a 
ance of that gospel -privilege ; since so nun; p 
it; since it is owned to be received; ainceitt 
is to eicite ua to. and cheer ub in our duty j i 
we do not resiBt the good motions of it, 1 
always have its Buperin tendency, let none aajr I 
doubt the promise of the Father is come. 

~ if any should doubt, let them alw o 
evidence of women. What prudent judge m 
testimony of eye or ear- witnesses , that 
women ? And since 1 hope none will d 
vomen do experience the work of regenentXM 
should they not be good witaesses that th« n 
oome, which works the work of regeneratioa a 

If we consider the testiraouy of Judge B^ 
dted, that what the sun is to the sentient « 
and much more, is the Almighty to the Duadi 
that Ib to say, to enligliten men to see thdr i 
God, and how to discharge it, why may at 
confess the same truth as they find it ? 

While men and wamen. in the Liturgy. ] 
the Spirit to direct and rule our hearts in all 
why may not women, who have received I 
the Spirit, leEtify it is come ? And, as the 
Gloocvoter laid, that those who do not : 

(I) IliBhup Voiiil«'»t>c^sp<A M^ 
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J hia good motions, shall be sure to have always 

EUperiQ tendency of this blessed Spirit, to direct 

d rule their hearts and minda. And it ought not 

be questioned, but that those whose hearts are 

rected and rtded thereby, will be guided iu the ways 

F peace Mnd holiness ; will enjoy that peace that 

Ihriet gives, which passeth the understanding of Ihe 

I IVorldly-wise, whose hearts are not yet directed and 

tnled by the Holy Spirit, which the Episcopal church 

iIbd frequently prays fur. 

'( And DOW, why may not women, who do not resist 
IJ^Ile good motions of the Holy Spirit, be witnesses for 
'God. that the day of his power is come, ' wherein ba 
Ifteople are willing' to serve bim, and serving him, to 
^tCBtify of the blessed rewards of peace and joy they 
feceive in their service ? Were it a time of outward 
fiuaine, should we not be glad to have faithful womea 
bring us tidings where we might have supply for all 
,, onr wants ? And inasmuch as ia the Apostacy there 
bath beeo a want of manv of the spiritual blessings 
' of the gospel, why may not women, who now espe- 
rience them, be good witnesses (in this day of refor- 
' aiation) that God, by his Spirit, is again opening hia 
■piritual storehouse, and invite every one that is 
WirEt to come and take of the water of life freely, 
luad call to the hungry to come and eat i^ that bread 
vhicfa Cometh down from heaven, that a 
thereof, and live for ever.= 

And we may note, Christ chose wooieo to be the 

first messengers of his resurrection, saying, " Go tell 

my brethren, that they go into Gallilee, and there 

I tiiey ehatl see rae-"^ 

nvi, 50, 5\. (,'iiW,*'A.i-'^-iwA'i- 



AN 0B.TECTION ANSWERED. 

But I am eenaible sume will object the A] 
Wying, " 1 Buffer not a woman to teach, or to 
othority over the tniin, but to be in Bilence;'' 
;We oaght to uote what sort of women these 
' :. Buch as needed {^erse 9) to be exhorted to 
Ibemeelvea in modest apparel, with shanfefao 
i sobriety ; not with broidered hair, 
u-lB. 
f 1 confess, I never heard such preach ; I 

either were nor are fit for it, but rather to 
ta silence with all subjection. - 

But again, some urge the Apostle's saying, 
your women keep silence in the cliurcLes, for it] 
permitted unto them to speak, but their an 
manded to be under obedience as saith the law, 
propheteiiecs were not forbidden in the time ( 
law) : and if they will learn anything, let thel 
their husbands at home, for it is a shame fora h 
to epeak in the churcb."' Here it is very ei 
the Apostle is speaking of women who wanted 
asking: and surely such are still unfit to prewdi, 
that this point may be set in a clearer lights 4 
to consider, that in those days they used, aa mi 
in certain meetings, to permit enquirers to leM 
doctrines of Christianitv by question and anawei 
tbis seems very probable to be the case inteod 
the Apostle (verse 35). And if they [the wo 
will learn anytliiog. danti suo» viros inlemigtn 
Iheoi ask their husbands at home ; as if he hftd<- 
let not the women be questioning in tl 
but let them there learn in silence with all sal 
and if they want to uik any questions, let 
at home. 



Such learners we well believe the Apostle would 
Utt admit lo preach : but it Is by no means to be 
EappoEed be would forbid Pbdip'a four daugbtera, nor 

' scilla. with Aquila her husband, bis helpers in 

^ Nay, it is reasonnble to suppose there were divera 
fophetesses in those days, and that too even in the 
_' church at Corinth ; why else should he give 

%ctioas fur the manner of their prophesying, and 
D^yingp also, as we ^nd he hiith done, eaying, every 
jlpoman, {not a few) but " Every woman that prayeth 
liir propbeaieth with her head uncovered, disbonoureth 
ner head ; for that is even all one as if she were 
ipaveu. For if the woman be not covered, let her 
n»D be shorn ; biiftif it be a shame for a woman to ' 
lie thorn or $havea«,iet her be covered."^ 
[/. Jt is plain this Apostle here treats of women that 
mrayed or prophesied in the assembly ; it ia ihese 
fcraying or propbesving' women dishonour their head, 
Sf they pray or prophesy with their heads uncovered ; 
it is these praying or prophesying women to whom it 
n a abame to be shorn or shaven ; but therefore let 
Ksays be) these praying or prophesying w^omen be 
[Covered. 

But he hath not done with it yet, for ver. S. a, 10, 
jlte shews tliut man was not created for the woman, 
;ibat the woman for the man ; for this cause ought the 
Iwonian lo have [yelameii]^ a coveriug on her head 
because of the angels. 

It were very uowise to suppose the Apostle thua 
[directing, how that the heads of the women should 
^iBoo^ered whilst they prayed. or prophesied, if there 

(I) Real, xfi, 3. (-2) I Cor. xi, 5, 6. (OS^Sta»mK~ 
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had been among- the Corinthians 
or prophesy ; or to think that when he had 
them to have their heads covered, he ah> 
wards forbid tliem to pray or prophesy at 

But the truth of the case seems to 'be 1 
11th chapter he adviseth that tboee that 
prophesy should do it with their heads covered: 
in the I4th chapter, that there were learners! 
Christian doctrines, who should either learn i 
Bsserablies in silence, or if they wanted to aek 
tions, they should ask them of their husbands at 
Besides, the case of the Catechumen' is soweQ 
to the learned, that there is no need to shew (t 
difference between such heginnera. and snch 
ao received the truth, that they were akilfv 
word and doctrine, otherwise no doubt t)ie 
would as well have reprehended the deficiency 
as have directed their heads to be covered, 
of giving offence. 

The being religious' indeed, the true C 
are the great things wanting in this age 
bUity of attaining it is, I hope, well proved % 
foregoing reasons, authorities of eminent Pi 
and quotations of Scripture ; especially m 
is so largely demonstrated the existence 
gift 1 a drop from the infinite ocean of wisdom ; 
power, and Spirit ; that if we do not resist the goal I m 
motions of it, our nature may be changed, our heB>' 
renewed to love God. and serve him, and deficit h 
the truly Christian life, although at first a strait ttii 
niirrow way. yet in the progress of it really lendilC 
4iBintbs of pleasantness, even where the conuau^ 
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8 exceeiliog broad. To such, a true retirement 

a God is known, and his words are found, 

it remnant do eat them ; ' and of the abundance 

B heart cannot but tell of ibe goodness of God, 

feiTite others to be partaiters with them, that their 

my be full, and God have the glor^ of his owe 

lat of the moutlis of babes aod eucklings;' 

B rather in regard of gospel- prophecv by Paul 

I from Isaiah to the Corinthians, that God 

I bring to nothing tiie wisdom of the prudent ;* 

' e hath made foolish the wisdom of this world, 

nysteries of his kingdom, and it hath 

d him by the fo^iebnesa of preaching to «i 

'>-at believe. "^ 

, then, since these gospel -privileges are 

J asserted by >icriplure, and divers of them by 

inthors aforesaid, who is it will confine the expe- 

e thereof to men only ? Shall men only experi- 

e life of God in the soul f * Sbail men only 

e the gift of the Spirit ? Shall none but men 

^Derated by it ? Shall no women esperiencc 

k ? And believe with the heart, ■and with the 

make confession to salvation }^ 

: I hope rone are so uncharitable a. 
nen (for whom Christ died as well as 
J from these blessings, experiences, and enjoy* 
o 1 hope none will exclude them from spe^- 
tfaereof to the glory of God, as they find them- 
S called of God thcreCo. 

e the promise was. Servants and handmaids 
K'prophesy, as well as, I will pour out my Spirits 
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upon them ;' if the Spirit of Gad Hhatl prqwreH 
require them to declare the wonderful work of G 
to their souls, who shall forbid f 

John says — " That which was from the beginn 
which we have heard, which we have Geen witba| 
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hi 
handled, of the word of life ; (for the life v 
fested, and wb have seen it, and do bear wtt 
shew unto you that eternal life wliicb waa 
Father, and was manifest unto us )"■' 

One great contest of our age having been, u bi 
observed, whether this gift of God, which is d 
lite,^ be received in this day aS restoratioa, we d 
all may know this gift is bestowed through J 
Christ our Lord, and many, to his eternal pm' 
witnesses of it, both men and women ; and that 1 
was from the beginning, which they have 1 
which their eyes hme seen, and which they h 
tasted and been made partakers of,* they cannot 
declare of : that others may have fellowship 1 
[them] whose fellowship truly is with the Fathtf-fl 
his Son Jeeus Christ ■* 

Here, in and by this heavenly gift, and the O 
tions thereof in the humble souls of men, 
of the gospel appearing again ; praying ir 
praying with the Spirit, and with the undera 
also, gospel prophesying, as the holy men of <M^ 
many, now, speak as they are moved by the 1 
Ghost, not by the will of man.^ 

I am sensible that this doctrine will eeero u 
to some men of moat professions, who auppoaep 
phesying, or as we call it, preaching, ought t ' 
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WBfltrained to certain sets of men educated at schoola, 
pad sppoiDted thereti) bv the 'will of man ; but what 
BKth that brought forth of turning men (as above 
itimted) from darkness to light, from the power of 
Mitaii to God, that they luay receive remisaion of 
pine, nnd inheritance among them that are sanctified, 
Wbroogh faith that is in Christ Jesus. ' 
]l Since, then, the gospel spirit is again manifest, 
(ittioee only that are sanctified and set apart of God 
3 that work, and by him qualified, are the proper 
l-preachers ; by him they only can be fitted ; it 
btm ly the hon of the tribe of Judah, the Larab that 
^in, can unseal the mysteries of the kingdom 
kl, which to others are as parables. Let men, 
:, wait on him first to learn, and then, if he 
t, to publish on the house-top [or openly] 
/ have learned in secret. 
b preaching of such (though plain) will be solid, 
"mental, and profitable to the edifying of the 
ttheir labour is and will be to turn men to God. 
V and learn of the Father, that men may come 
Thrist, and enjoy his great salvation. 

) people need not wonder that our mercifol 
a should, in this age, make use of unlearned men 
'imd women to tell of his gracious dealings to their 
hodIs, since it is witnessed to by Jeremy Taylor, — 
"And we hii\'e known whole nations converted by 
laymen and women, who have been builders so &r as 

»tO bring them to the Corner-stone ;"'^ for which he 
qootes Soeral. lib. I. c. IS, 20; Sozaia. lib. I. c. 14 i 
me/ih. lib. XIV. c. 40. 

Before I leave this, of women's preaching, I am ' 

f, in. (3) Jer. Tajlor'B'Lftwrt^o^Vtw^oc*^. , 
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willing to metitiun a passage in Psalm Ixviii. 1I1| 
Domintis dabat verbum arnivnciatricibus magni ti 
Arius Montanvf, Dominus dabU scrmoa 
eum exercitus mulCug ; God will gire the word, g 
Bhall be the company of she- publishers. It 
in the Marg«nt, earutn qux anauncianl, of i 
which publish it, Lyra Propkelica, by Bithner.f 
ham eb has serolh, aivatncialricM, i.e. mulieret.^ 
derive! it from the Hebrew root ; rem uovam el Mi 
annanciavil — bono nuncio vitam afferent 

So that these women -publishers were to be bringdi 
of good tidings, vilatn afferens. And I 8 
to doubt this prophecy to foretell the eame goepd- 
blessing as that of Joel ii. 29 : — Upon servants ■ 
handmaids will I pour out ray Spirit, and tbey Eb 
prophesy. Vet here I desire to leave a charge a 
caution, that although the Spirit is now given — tM 
neither men nor women do presume to apeak ii 
name of the Lord, without the certain motion of the 
Spirit requiring them thereunto : lest, like the falH 
prophets, they run when the Lord hath not sent thei*, 
and so the people not be profitted by them 
own words become their burthen. And that uooe 
mix their own notions, or the notions of others, wiA 
what they deliver as the Lord's message, but tliat all ] 
who speak, may do it as the Lord's oracle, and stop 
where that stops. 

The praises of those to whom the Lord gives i)m ' 
word, whether men or women, will be comely in ihdr J 
mouths, whilat each one magnilies the Lord forUi' 
goodness and wonderful work^ to their immortal H 
according to their experience. 




e all these religious performaotes both of men 
e natural (or proper) to theni, accnrd- 
_ to the nature of the new man creoledof God in 
(riBt JesuB. And these, as trees planted by tht 
' of water, will be bringing forih fruit in due sea- 
a, and their leaves also shall not wither.' 
The services of such will be acceptable to God, 
the produce of his own work, whereas the 
'.trorka of men, what they borrow from others, or as 
the prophet has it, stealing every man his word from 
Itia neighbour, having the hne made ready to their 
bands, as this was not approved of God in the time 
of the law. GO much less in the goepcl-times ; if that 
the state of false prophets then, what must we 
call it now } 

". A nd may we not here well apply the warning of 
:d, — Cease ftom man, whose breath is in his 
I, for wherewith is he to he accounted of ? 
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whing asmovt 
by carnal ii 



f the Spirit not acquired 
nor carnal means. 



Knezt thing I would show, is, that this exercise 
rue gospel -preaching is not acquired by carnal- 
minded men nor carnal means, for it is a fruit of the 
Spirit; it is bestowed on those that are born of ths 
Spirit, not of the will of man, or of the flesh ; it ia 
1 attainment of men unregenerate ; they may 

(I) Psalm \. 
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I have Jieard of the fame of wisdom (of Cbil 
I wadom of God) as Job Baid, " I have henrd < 

I ly the heariDg of the ear ; now inine eye f 

I I abhor myself, and repent in du$t and ashea."' 
f Bach dare lo set self at work ? Will euch i 
I talie hia words into their mouths while they ■ 
I onreformed ? 
I The man unregenerate may profess to be a 

' 'tian, hut a child of the spiritual birth is s C| 
more than be ; mid whilst ia the child's w-^Mit 
may be yet uutitled to speak of the wonderful, 
of God, there must be a growth in the Kvil 
t is hinted bv John : — " I have written > 



I, and ve hav 



c strong, and the 1 
ncthe 



It is the 



1 the word abides, tl 
; is he that hath [big] woi 
What is the i 



I declare the word ; 

I can] apeak hia word faithfully. 

I the wheat ?' 

It ia these young men in Christ that s 

I and have known au overcoming, that are his 

I axea against Bahjloh;* with iliese the Lard 

I war in right eousneaa, through whom he will | 

not by might, nor by power, but by ray S 

the Lord of Hosts.* 

This high elate of Christianity, of appeariog 
I {Doulh of God to men. is not come unto but lit 
ad an bumble waiting on God ii ' ' ' 
B the priests under Ibe law were lo preaei 
I's knowledge, and they were lo wwt fori 
t his mouth : so, in this gospel-day, Chdi 
fcffAPrical, is lobe waited uvofi.vli&t we m»f: 
(21 1 Jo'lio«,\*. W3«a.-«i 
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gne law at his mouth ; and none to send themselves. 
nir men to presume to send oue another. The Holy 
^hoBt smd, send forth Paul and Barnabas, and tliose 
Mfao are now sent forth by thiit holy power, and go 
9> the moviags of it, have that power with them in 
jSiieir service that reacheth the consciences of men, 
^lat opens their hearts to receive the word preaclied, ' 
Bot barely the words, though thev may for a time be 
Sighted therein, as some delig-ht If one play well on 
■n instrument.- But it is the word of wisdom, the 
Iford of power they ought to declare, that thereby 
nen may be born of it, as Petet saith, — "Being born 
it of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible by 
e word of God which liveth and abideth for ever. 
iad this is the word which by the gospel is preached 

,e men can compose large and florid discourses, 
a tickle the ear ; but if the word, the living 
aiuificum. the life-giving word, if that be want- 
[ tbey do but beat the air. They not having 
sdved' the word itself, they cannot turn men to it, 
Ut they may be born of the life-giving word which 
ibidCB fur ever. And from this deficiency, multitudes 
f hearers are as yet oot born again, but remain dead 
a old Adam, dead in sins and trespasses,'* not raised 
bom death to life by that immortal word which Uvea 
Knd abides for ever ; which, being with judgment 
treated of by Gell, I am willing to transcribe as 
follows:— 

" The Evangelist first describes the inward word. 
"ii fte beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
With God, and the Word was God.'* Then, before 

aiAetasyi,H. (SjJor. x 



JNCERNING THE LIVING WORD, 

the essential Word was to be uttered, he 
voice '. — 'A man sent from God, whose nami 
John; the same came for a witness to bear witc 
the Light, that nil men through him might be 
Then he describes the Word made flesh, and dn 
in us : \vhich cries in John, and John is the n 
the crier, irho hath cried in all men wh^iave I 
any divine truths from heaven from toe begi 
aaith V. Bede, as yet it doth ; sometime ieit 
and instructing, sometime cheet-ig and re^ 
Bometime com plaining, sometime comforting ; H 
are to be referred all the acta of conscience. 
are God*s cryinga in [he soul. And thus Christ 
(iitnpufii) unto the spirits in prison.' Thui wt 
Christ cries. = 

"To thee be il spoken, whoever thou a 
cailest thyself a minister of the word, look ii 
eelf, whether the Lord and his living word k 
appeared in ihee, and spoken in thee, 
whether, by thy voice, that word be conveyed to nii 
so that they who hear thee may be truly said to h 
Christ speaking in thee and by thee.^ If lliat w 
be in thee, thou oughlest to speak.* If yet tl 
doubt whether they will believe thee, because all 
not workers of miracles ;^ yea John the Bapdst 
a prophet, and more than a prophet/ yet did 
miracle. ^ Live thou the life of that word, unta wl 
thy voice gives testimony, and that life shall be 
light of inen."« 

Since this man's testimony. I hope, will be regar 
at least bv men of his i - . - 

to observe a few particulars out of these quoiadot 

(I) I Peter iii, IB, 19. (.'i'i ^>'co->. i.lft.wA-"" 
(3)1 Cor.ix, I. (4) A.ctBxi»,\S. l>1\^ '^^■"^.^^■J 
xi, .0. (!) Joha ,, «. W G««;*»— - 
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owns the word, the iHward essential word, 
,t this Word must be in and appear in tboee 
eacb, before they can lie ibe voice of God and 
at to men. 

Iliat Chriat must first be in Paul, before he 
■eacb hi in. 

rbat those who esteem themselves preachere.. 
D coDBider if the Lord and hie living word 
It appeared ia them, and ejioken in them or no. 
—That if tha. livinii word be in Ihcm, they 
it to speak it when God requires it of tbera. 
I C, — That therefrom it h iraphed, that if that living 
lirDrtl be not in them, they cannot fairly be expected 
to epe&k it. 

7. — That be that hath it, ougtit to declare it, 
*iough he work no miracles. 



^ Which I the rather now menlion, becauie some 
e objected against our testimony of the gift of the 
[Spirit and its operationB in these days, alleging, — 
'" No man or number of men, must expect any credit 
;tO their pretence ro these uncommon and miraculous ' 
liliomlnations, unless he or they be able to produce, 
la* the Pfophels and Apnstles did, such testimony of 
>tf)eir divine mission (by working miracles, &c,)"' 
\ But as the lenor of the forepiing quotations are 
ivtiy much an answer to tlie said objectiona, io pgr- 
licalarly this of Sr. Gell. 

Ab it was an objection of PapistB againet -the 
early Protestants, it is a stinine it Ehould be urged 
'tipoR the point by one Protestant against another. 
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However, as this objection was theo answer 
willing to give one of the answers as followl 
Anthony Saddell's Call of Ministers : — 

"It is an e»il and adulieroos generation ll 
eth after a sign.' And Paul tella us, the Jeir 
a sign.' And if, when miracles were fro 
the church, even then they were coDdemned 
seek after and adhere unto them ; huw in 
insolent are they who require them now | 
are ceased? Besides, what miracles did I 
Nabum, and eevcrai others of the ancient pi 
who declared heretofore the truth, yet w 
extraordinarily celled. And, to use Chry 
words, What miracle did John the Bapti 
instructed so many people and towns, for l\ 
gelist saith positively he did no miraclea,' 
will thereupon say, John had not the Spirit 
not extraordinarily excited to preach repen 
the people ? Moreover, when the Lord bids hi 
not to believe the miracles of the false pM 
he doth suffieieotly instruct ns what use to I 
miracles. In a word, since many true prophg 
done no miracles, and sundry false prophll 
dune some, it is a sign that miracles cannot! 
rational curiosity about a call or spiritual eodn 
It is true, that of Antichrist, his com* 
working of satau. with all power, and I 
lying wonders,'^ but God shall (saith thc^ 
confouud him with the Spirit of his niODthi^ 
brightness of his coming.* 

It is remarkable that some of the eooi C 
did offer strange fire, as Nadab and Abibo, 
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]ed with fire from the Lord ; therefore much 

in ibe giispel -dispensation ought men not to 

r with strange fire, or sparks nf their own kind- 

_, leet they lie down in sorrow ; but rather wait 

r the living word,' that is as a fire to wsna their 

KTotions, to kindle their zeal, that they may break 

prayer or praises, or preaching in his send- 

, and then tlieir work will neither be in voin to 

3, nor to the souls of those who uprightly 

tek the Lord ; yea, we can say, the Lord by *nch 

latruDQeots hath mercifully reached not only to the 

iry traveller, but also to the loose libertine, and 

|by his power and goodaesa hath drawn such to turn 

~W him and admire his merciful kindness to them in 

llietr unwortliinees ; so that the prophecy of Isaiah 

Mtb been fulfilled, — I am found of them that googht 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

Of Spiritual Eating. 

IT this spiritnal worship the spiritual bread is eaten, 
IS the spiritual birth hungereth after; for, being 
a from above, it must have the bread that is from 
n thai which comes down from heaven,' 
ll^ives life to the world. That whieh gives life 
The people of God,* nouriaheth them, is their 
' The Jews eat manna in the wilderness, and 
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they are dead ; but ChU bread, which coiDGthdt 
frona heaven, a man may eat thereof and not dit. 

I know many B«cribe this eating to the eatinf fl 
that which they call their consecrated bread 
man may cat thereof and die ; yea, they 1 
dead in old Adam, may eat any of thei 
bread, and be ^till dead unto God : and, tl 
those thuC are seriuua in religion, ought wtllM 
esftmine nhst they eat, for if they eat the metttb 
perishes, they eat that which Christ bid ibem a 
iaboar for. Thev that eat of the bread which pi 
isheth,! no i^onder if they abide in the periib 
state; but he that eateth of the bread wbicti CtiiU 
gives, shall live for ever. 

I am sensible I am here arguing against the ti 
of one part of the aforesaid author's dis 
he saith, "The same means which t 
this divine temper mu^C slill be practised ii 
(hening and advancing it:" and therefore |^ 
mends " the frequent and conscienlioas i 
hoty sacrament, which (he saith) i 
pointed to nourish and increase the epirita 
when once it is begotten io the soul."' 

But here our author might have a little f 
considered his own wav of arguing — The mear 
begets this divine temper. must nourish and iocreaM | 
the epiritual life. 

Whereupon, I observe, that wKch begets ibis ] 
divine life in the soul, is not any ceremonial perfora 
■nee; but in the said author's words, "It is «ioa(CIit I 
" in the souls of men by the power of [the] llol* I 
" Spirit, it is a beam of the eternal light, a irofil J 
I' that Jofiaite oce»u ot gooioM*." -> 

(lJJolm»i,2T. mSwraigii. ',■■'>% ^vwn- 
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|!Iow, 1 presume our eaid author will not say, a 
Hd of the eternal light is produced by any ce 
ualact; and, consequeotly, lieing not produced 
Wthy. according to his own way of arguing, is i 
Rtbed or increased thereby ; but es its birth i> 
babovQ^Bo must its nuurisliroent and increase 
K' Bs he allows, the same means which serve to 
■tit, must nourish and increase it when begotten. 
pfe charity obliges to have a tender regard to 
M who still are in a conscientious practice of th 
Hnal things, so we tenderly entreat them to come 
b aeriuna consideration of what is here above 
Bed, viz: — That the new birth is a being born 
Ba, or born from above, and must be fed by eoc 
pt proportionate to its own iiBture, The hi 
hght fnrth by this drop (as he calls it) of the 
kte ocean of goodness, must from the Eame ocean 
R its nourishment and increase ; and that I grant 
Boken of in Scripture, under the terra of the flesh 
■ blood of Christ, Hut as Protestants generally 
m this is not to be underslnod literally, so Christ 
B interprets his own words, saying, — " It is 
■Fit that quickenetb, the flesh profiteth nothing ; the 
Bd* that 1 speak unto you they are Spirit, and they 
■life."' As if he bad said, it is Spirit and life ye 
pt partake of, and live by, as regenerate men ; 
Mrding tu our author's way of arguing, as it is 
bit and life from the fulness in God, whereby the 
bis brought to be newborn, so it is Spirit and life 
toeby it must be nourished and incre»sed ; 
Bi he, the same means which serve to beget this 
pne temper [or divine life], the same must nourish 

t (1) John vi,63. 
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and increase it. And in this o' 

worda of Christ, the learned Dr. Gell l_ 

; — "As oar earthly fathers impart onto th 
dren eesence, nourishment, edacation and inhl 
the Father of Spirits gives to his children ]A 
nature.^ He nourisbeth ua with the fie^aB 
the Word and Spirit of his Son."" 

From nhioh 1 desire it may be well noti 
that eminent Doctor of the Church of I 
inderBtands tlie words flesh ami hloud ta ■ 
Word and Spirit of God, and this i« certat 
'mm ahoTe. 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 

Tfie Lamb in the Passover a Figure, • 
the offering of Christ the use thereof 
unnecessary. 

Spikitual food is so necessary to the ipiriM 
that be caii no mure live without It, than tidl 

n nithout outwnrd hread; and having i 
divine virtue, be prays, evermore give n) 

This neans the upright from all reseRibUnl 

m all representations of it: the figures of | 

things nil) not now do. he must have the I 

thing's themselves. 1 

During the Mosaical Dispensation, Ihf Iftn 

Ptfiover, eaten in sincerity, was a tervtce i 

(■)> 2 i'cter i, 4. (.31 GdV« ^asa-; t.'i^l;*^ 



JEWISH CERl 



115 



Mptable; but to the Jews (when dead in form) 

said to them, (by way of a prophetical coia- 

imporling the end of such external peiform- 

I.) bring no more vain oblation? : yet our Lord 

wed them the right use of the shadow, so long bb 

nue, when he said. This do 

ib remembrance of nie, ' 

And though some do plead therefrom the continu- 
ice of a part of the Passover, yet Christ said, " I 
Vitl not nny more eat thereof until it be fulfilled in 
Ue kingdom of God."^ And what was the MfiUing 
Df it, but the enjoyment of the substance, of which 
the Passover and other sacrifices were shadows, to 
pemain for a season. But when by that one offering, 
pffhich he ofTered once for nU,^ he had put an end to 
that dispensation, the obligation ceased both as to 
kPaasover-BacriSces and Circumcision ; yet it may be 
welmowlrdged, the use of them did not immediately 
«ea«e. For we find iu the New Testament,'' many 
Ihoueands of Jews which did believe, were all zealous 
of the hw, and some compelled Paul (the Apostle to 
llhe Gentiles) to use a legal purification i yea, the 
(*Veiy Aposlles themselves were at first apt to be using 
"' ' 'of the flesh, even when it cannot be 

iicision made without hands was ia 
lome ; so ready were thev to fall la 
J of Peter. James, and John in the 
make three tabernacles, one for thee, 
md one for Elias."^ 
the serious will consider the remark- 
able proposal of these three Disciples to Christ, Let 



^«ome 

,,vith that 
Mount, "L 
one for Mo 
Here I desir 



lift CEREMONIES NOT AT ONCB DlSCOm 

Us malie here three tabernactee, one for tbee, a 

'or Moaef, and one for Eliaa. 

They had a satisfactioa that Moaes was an a 
lervant of Gud, and Ibe great inetrumeot m 
the Ian end its ceremocies were delivered to til 
n of Israel ; and tliey were aleo acqaaint* 
eminent Eervice» of Eliaa, and beheld Moa 

as with JeBUB, and were for makiDgfore 
them a tabernacle. Who Moses nae, coald 1 
doubted ; but concerning Eliaa, it seems, tha 
tome queatioQ, till Christ said lo them, " I 
■Iready come, and they knew him not, but hn 
tinto him whatsoever they listed. Then the Di 
nnderstood that he Sjialie tu them of Jot 
Baptist."' 

WiiHt are we to learn herefrom, but tb 
making three tabernacles' was, the continuation 
di«pensfttian of Moses, the dispensation of Ja 
Baptist, and the dispensation of Christ, tbatri 
might stand together. And we find the prM 
the believing Jews spake as much, for they « 
circumcision, and the baptism of Jobn,^ as i 
that of Christ, which John described to he w 
Holy Ghost and fire : as if they had not heardi 
considered that—" While Peter yet spake, r 
cloud overshadowed them : and behold a voq 
of the cliiud, which said, This ia ray beloved' 
whom I am well pleased, hear ye hint. And 
the Disciples heard it, they fell on their fi 
were sore afraid. And Jesus came and touched 
and said, Arise, be not afraid ; and when th 
lift up their eyes, they saw no man save Jemsi 

f f; Mutt xvH, I'i. 4.^1 \oi«ii:v»,^- v,i> — 1 
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UT , 



nt Moaes and Elius disappeared, their dispenoa-, 

1,'Dot being to rtaiid nith that of Christ. And | 

• they of the Jews were about to impose upon i 

Hitiles the practice of the sbadnv 

; Paul Bttid plainly, " It ye be circumcised, 

JtMisnW profit you nothing ;"i nevertheless 

Ht avail, but they continued still the use of 

on ; insomuch that for fourteen e 

18, their bishops were circumcised, even to 

37, or thereabouts, as Eusebius writes, lib, 4, 

So zeairms were thev fur the ci 



1^0 first tabernacle,- for u 
1 aation of Moses was spoket 
'thereof can be no more i 
' other things than in ihe cat 
] Bat a little mure as to oi 



er that nime Ihe dispeo- 
)f. But their practising 
obligation to us in the, 



txard bread aud outward 



I We ought to suppose, the eating and driulting 
kvUcb our Lord recommended, was of the same snb- 
I'stuice, both in John vi, 48 to 58, and John vii, 38, 
, as. and 40. I am that bread of life. Your fathers 
j did eat roanna in the wilderness, and they are dead. 
i| Hiis is the bread which cometh down from heaven, 
I that a man may eat thereof and not die. I sm that 
Ulifqg brend* which came down from heaven ; if any 
maa eat of this bread he shall live for ever. 

"Who will say, thai the outward bread they eat 
. came down from heaven ? But it was food from 
j beaven they were to eat, and whoever eateth instead 
tbereof that which duth not come from heaven, are 
I not in the precept of Christ ; outward bread cometb 

(I) Gal. i> 3, (3) Heb. U, 8. (i) PUcotgr Vii!iJ.tua^\iSa- 
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not down from heaven, therefore outwEird bread ■ 
not that they were to eat. 

The literal Jews were apt to understand his 
in a literal sense, as many now do, suppOBing I 
had intended bodily eating, and as if he meant dj 
eating his visible body. For, Bays the EvangeU 
'■ The Jews therefore strove among themselves, M 
ing, Huw can this man give us his flesh to est?* 
Yea, it was not barely the Jews who understood hi 
in this manner, but many, therefore, of his Discipltl. 1 
when they had heard this, said, this is an bard BUfing, 
' who can hear it? 2 To whom Christ rei>Iied, " What. I 
and if ye ehall see the Son of Man ascend up wiieie I 
he was before? It is the Spirit that quickeueih. Ibe 
flesh profiteth nothing ; the words that I speak it 
yon, they are Spirit, and they are Life."^ Ab if he 
had skid, the fleah profits nothing, if ye could ealjl 
in a literal sense ; yet there is somewhat doth profit 
and that is the Spirit and Life. Believe bis c 
testiroony, It ie the Spirit that quickeneth, the & 
pro6teth nothing. 

What our Lord spake of in the 6lb chapter, mi 
the term eating, the same substance he also spake tl 
in the 7(h chapter under the term drinking, m\aA 
the Evengelist John brings in with a sort of solem- 
nity. " In the !ait, that great day of the feast, Jeaui 
stood and cried, saying. If any man thirst, let bin 
come to me and drink. He that bclieveth < 
the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow 
liverB of living water."' What poor divinity would 
men make of this, should they take Mb words litaf* 
ally, and expect his believers sboold bvm t 

0} John vi, 52, {i) 60. l.y) ^^.W, W— "2 
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'Biftterial wnter running out of them ? But aa he 
baid. It is the Spirit that quickeoelh, the flesh profit- 
mtii nothing. Uut this ipake he of the Spirit, which, i 
^ey that believe on him should receive; for the Holy 
jiJBhoet was not yet given, because that Jeeus was not 

r; glorified.' 
So that when he invited ihem, saying. If any man 

'tfairat, let him come unto me and drink, we ought 

} Dot to suppose he spake either of bodily thirst or 

'boflily drinking, or the drinking material water. 

'They were in the last and great day of a Holemn feast 
■ppuinted of God by Moaes,- wherein we cannot 
doubt they had plenty of good eating and drinkiag 

' of outward nutriment, and that when the Son came 
to invite Ihem to him, it was to higher entertainment, 

leaven living water, under which words he spake of 
the Spirit which they should receive who believed 

, on him. 

The Lord greatly complained of the Jews, saving. 
My people have committed two great evils; they 

•have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and 
have hewed out to themselves broken cisterns that 
can hold no water,' — no living water. We can, 
■with no reason, conclude the water here spoken of 
-was material water; nor that the cisterns here spoken 
of were material cisterns, but that both expressions 
were figurative. 

They had forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living 
water; Christ came to restore them to what they had 
foFBaken, inviting those that were a-thiret after living 
water to come unto him and drink, as he said to the 
Samaritan woraan, — "Whosoever drinketh of the 

(1) John ril, 39. (2) Lev. smri, 36. V?! 3es,u,\'(.. 
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r that I shall give him shall never thirrt; M 
cater that I ehall give him shall tie m him i 
aler springing up into everlasting life."' 
an was like eooLe of our days, apt to u 
of material viBter, and of liodily drinkiogi ■ 
s faid. Give me thte ^ater that I lbir«t i 
e hither to draw,^ But this Bpa^e 
asme water, of wliich he apake after ia the 
great dav of the feast, of which John ibe L 
EBith, This ^pake he of the Spirit which they I 
h«lieie on him should receive.^ 

At it nag the«ianr.er of his Krvants the Vrof 
to Epeak of diviiie things b; figures, ao 
the days of hia flesh, spake of religious thing! !J 
parahles ; as when he said, I am the vine, ye art tb 
branches ; I am the dour, &c. If any should likl I 
these words literallv. what strange inlerpretatioa'H 
would they tnHke? Yet, why will not n 
allow, that be spake by way of parable aU 
forth B spiritual mystery, when he «aic 
eatelh me shall live hy me? 

Those who eat and drink of the soh^tance, tb^^ 
reteive th>il which is meat indeed ;* in the eating hii ] 
flesh and drinking his blood is the fellowship of tlM I 
saiots ; the heavenly bread that he hreak« be b* 
eth, and the wattr that he gives becoraes a well 
living water within, springing up within them I 
everlasting life. This is the substance uf I 
figurative things ; and the substance being e 



the 



9 Bee a 



I have considered the allegations of eome »tt, 
people, who are conscientious in their oatward-Ol 



(OJobuiv. U. (1) V 
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iz. of eating the bread and drinking of the 
a nbence they conceive they hare had sorae 
t and inward aatisfaction. 
Perdn t apprehend thece lies a mistake ; for 
; teA comfort any such do inwardly receive, 
^ i pot obtained by their outward observation, but by 
iij^ding upon Christ through faith in their hearts. 
Ut i» the smcerilv of heart, and not the outward 
UbrmBlity God has regard to ; and many such hatb.he' 
UlTther enlightetied to see the necessity of the sub- 
l^atance, and discern the Lord's body, the end of type?, 
flriutdows, and veils, that they may enter into the new 
1^ and living way, wherein Ihey may draw nigh unto God, 



CHAPTEB XXXIV. 

%e eating of spiritual meat strengthens the 
^, spiritual man in Ike holy warfare. 

Ipartaliihg of the spiritual ment strengthens the 

TmJ man to persevere in the way and work of 

iord ; though be meets with oppoailion without, 

rengthened within, and enabled to go on 

I Bcrving God, whose very work is wages. The afore- 

Wid aathor hath a hint of it:— "What our Saviour 

■aid of himself, is in some measure applicable to bis 

I, that it ia their meat and drink to do their 

Father's mill." 

To experience a child's stale ia very comfortable i 
' for those to become children of God, who once were 
.childreii of wruth, ia cause of true juy. Tbei.ec«.n. 
I read that saying of John, "1 wnVe onVo "jnw.^KOs 
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children, for your sins are forgivcD yon/'i 
state h a. good state, but is more easily throoo d 
and hurt, than after a greater growth is attaiu 
therefore wk must not always remain as childreil,fl 
by receiving that sincere miikof the word, *^0¥r iff 
afurlher state, that we may become strong m«ii,]r 
men strong in the Lord, and know hie word tit 




in the Lord's hand to lurn many to righteDUin 

aa it waa eaid of Levi :— " My ( 

him of life and peace ; and I gave ibem to him. I 

the fear wherewith he feared me, and was i' 

of my law ; the law of truth ' 

and iniquity was not found in his lips ; be \ 

frith me in truth and equity, and did turn mBDyfil 

their iniquity."'' What was here epokei 

of Levi, may, in some sort, he applicab 

Priest of our profession, and to his ministere n 

their iniquities. Thus Peter preached 1 ' 
Jews: — " Uuio you first, God having raised npldM 
Son Jesus, sent him tu bless you. in turning awi]r 
every one of you from his iniquities,"-* That ii 
indeed from a state dead in sins, to a being quickened 
by him who alone can beget to God, yet he is pleastd 
that bis servants may be concerned with him jo thii 
work. Thus Paul can say to Timothy, My own loa 
in the faith;'' yet in another place calls him, Tiow. 
theua our brother and fellow- labourer in the gotpti 
of Christ ;' and to the Corinthians. In Christ I baft 
begotten you through the gospel.'' And yet it is tbc 
work of God, as he saith, God who if rich in mer^. 

(I)Johaii,\2. (^) \PBl«tw,1. VT-I ^ i^<a>"K\^. <» 
itat.ii,S,6. (5) Af^iii.^fi. 1,6^ VT 
,LJ.- 2 Thea. ui,2. W \ C<«.\i,\B. 



1 STATE OF man: 

i;«ven when we were dead ii 
'.together with Christ.' 
~ as there is an ' 

_ n the spiritual 

, itometimes pleased to a 
I'.beg^t men unto God, 

]Iife, from the death i 
■'Christ the second Adi 



IN CHRIST. 



, hath quickened na 



ftrength, and » 
fe is attained, the Lord ii 
:e Qse of such as fathers to 
turn them from death ta 
old Adam, to the life in 



I Christ 



that 



a Iher 



1 life i 



to live t 
dead roer 
) procreate living ch 
in sin beget childt 
to children, useth 11 



head, every true r 

of the same hfe that is in him, thereia 

serve and honor God. But what have 

to do in thia work ? Can dead men 

ving children? No more can men dead 

God, God, who gives life 

truments i so 



doth he also in the spiritual birth ordinarily make 
Vae of spiritual men, such as have not only known 
«ceiving life from him, but have grown therein 
B state of manhood. It is these the Lord employs 
to turn men from their iniquities, wherein they 
lutve been dead unto God, though alive to the 
irorld ; nay. perhups alive to forms, and earnest 
for some external ceremonies; yet have really beea 
dead while they live, aa to the life of God in the 
■oul of man. 

Though I have shewed that it must be living men 
vbo are usually the Lord's instruments to b^et men 
to life, yet I would not be understood to intend that 
tbe Lord doth not prepare the heart both to believe 
and receive the gospel, yea many times doth the 
Ijord visit immediately without instruments. Wo 
bave the instance of Paul in the primitive times, the 
work was begun immediately. Of MiT^wti % vi 

(l)Eph, ii,S5. 
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said, I called him alone aiid bkesed bini, and ci 
him to increase. ' David was a keeper of the d 
and the Lord made him a prophet ; and Amot ttttl 
" I waa no prophet, neither a prophet's too. T 
Lord took one as I fallowed the Socka : and theb 
said lo me, Go and propheay to my people Itrti 
Besides divers other examples that might be gitd 

And blessed be his name, he hath in this difl 
restgration visited diverB alone, and blessed iUT 
and causedthem to increffse in the knowledge of tl 
will, power, and goodncsa. 

Bat, be it be^on immediately or instro mentally J 
IB (till the Lord's doing ; either the preparing oif 
heart to receive bis word by inslrumentt, orbfl 
Spirit manifesting thia divine life in the SOUl, ■> 
therein we may grow up and become young men j| 
fathers. 



■ ^ . CHAPTER XXXV. 

^■" Conoernirtff an established state, and U 
l^ glm-ious promises pertainitiff thereto. 

In which state, an establishment, I believe, is 
able. That Holy Power that hitherto hath b 
atid preserved bis obedient followers in their tM 
nies and Eervices, notwithstanding they ham i 
with various tcmptntions and exercises, as theyfl 
on to follow the Lord, he leads unto aD esUblid^ 
state. 

That a being so established in Chriet, hath. 1 
doctrine both doubled aid iumei \i^ iu«&.>||tUM 
ivowD. 
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_ .. .- frequently lecominended io Holy 

I SCTipture. 

■And ought to be believed attainable, 
-To thuse that attain thereunto are glocioaa 
< promises annexed. And of these I am willing to 
'' treat a little. 

r"irst, — That it is recomroended, whereof many' 
instBDCea may he given, of which I shall only note 
s few. 

The Apostle lo the Ephesians writes : — " Finally; 
my brelhren, be strong in tlie Lord, and in the power 
of his might. Take uulo you the whole armour of 
iGod, tlmt ye may he able to witheiand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to -stand. Stand, there- 
fore, having your loins girt ^bout with truth, aod 
.having on the breast- plate of rig-hteousness, and your 
feet shod with the preparation of the gospel. Above 
»ll, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 
■ble to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked, and 
take the helmet of eaUaliun, and the sword of the 
Spirit, wbich is the Word of God : praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance."' 

Here the Apostle eihorla to all perseverance, and 
in order to it, to be strong in the Lord and in the 
power of his might I then he proposes armour, the 
whole armour of God, with the girdle of truth, and 
breast-plate of righteousness, the shield of faith, and 
helmet of salvation ; and he doth not forget that 
prevailing weapon the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the Word of God. And having thus recommended 
such Boldier-hke furniture, that the Christian may be 

(1) Eph vi, 1 



complete, he adds prayer a\so, Praving alwayiiridBki 
all prayer tind aupplicatioD in the Spirit, and watcbii^b 
thereunto (viz. to the Spirit) nilh al) perEevermoe, Vi 

So that thi» duty and altninment of perfeTersHlS 
ia not recomitiended to a naked professor of religWiiSl 
but to a true ChriMian man, who knows the poacll 
of God, how able be is to (trenglhen by hi« mi^li 
in the inner man.' This experienced Cbristiml 
knows the defence of his armour, even the wbokl 
armour of God; the shield of faitb be hatb trieJ.1 
end is not unacquainted how therewith to resist eniB 
the fiery darta of the fcicked; with the sword of Ihll 
Spirit be knows bow to make war against lu (oal^I 
enemy, to the cutting down temptaiion, and witbl 
prayer and watching unto llie Spirit, he witbatndt'l 
the adversary in bis various asi^aults^ and ksnafl 
done all, to stand. ^ 

Again, the Apostle prays the Lord to make [tbeca] 1 
to increa!>e and abound in love ; to the end he mty 1 
Btablish [iheir] hearts unblameable in holiness betort J 
God eveu our Father.' I 

David, representing the stiite of the saints, is Ctft^t 
ous in this matter : — " The sleps of a good maa M^l 
ordered (margin] ectablished by the Lord, and b^| 
delighteth in his way."^ ■ 

" He brought me up also out of an horrible pi flB 
out of the mtry clay, and set my feet upon a nt^fl 
and estuiilished my goings ; and he hath pnt a W^| 
>ong in my mouth, even praise unto onr Gad^| 
many shall eee it and fear, end shall trust in tkr^ 
Lord."* I 

"The rigbleous aball be in everlasting renwtt;J 
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OF PERSEVERANCE. I27 

; he shall not be afraid of evil tidinga ; hia 
s fixed, trustiog' in the Lord ; hia heart i» 
tttbliahed." ' 

e sayiDgg of David are ao dear to the poiat, '. 
e ia DO need of comment, 
I The prophecy by Isaiah, of the ^spel-charch, L 
trery plain : — "All thy children shall be taught of the 
[X*>Td, and great Bhall be the peace of thy children ; 
4a righteousnesa shalt thou be established."* 
'. "Now, he which establiaheth ua with you in Christ, 
jlmd hath anointed us. is God, who hath also sealed 
j,iiB, and given ua the earnest of the Sjiirit in i 

,1 That men should come to be established need not 
I'be doubted, if we consider the reason of it ; the^ a 
' not SQch as resist the Holy Spirit, but receive it. God 
Iiath given ihera the earaest of hi%.Spirit, and they 
Iiave received it, and are scaled thereby unto the day 
of redemption.* 

Now the whole state of the question is, whether 
tiiat power which bringeth to this experience is not 
' able to preserve therein, which 1 hope none will deny. 
', There ia also a reason for their perseverance j thoee 
■who attain this established estate, are they who have 
put off the body of the ains of the flesh,* and put on 
the Lord Jeaua;^ as they have received the Lord 
JeiuB, so they walk in him ; ' they are crucified to 
the world, and ihe world unto them;!' hqJ it ia no 
longer they that live, but Christ that lives in them ;" 
■ud the life they now hve is by the faith of the Sod 
of God. 

(1) PB^m CKii, 6, 7, 8. (3) Isaiah liv, 13, H. (3) 2 Cor. 
Xp.SZ (4) Epb. iv, 30. (5) Co\. ii, U. IB-] ■ftOTm. iw. A^- 
<fjail.i!, 6. (a) C«I. vi, U. (.!>) «,^M. 



1 g]ori< 



i redemption, through our Lord JeM 1 



Lord, help many hearty travellers to Bttilft I 

hereunt-o ! 

But whosoever would hereunto attain, they oof^ I 
to helieve the attainment possible. He that deani I 
to be cleauBed of his former sins, ought to believe it I 
possible ; so, likewise, he that truly desires to h 
sanctified, ought to believe the Lord is both able n 
willing to work that blessed work in him and fiirlii 
and even until he hath attained, he ought to be jn 
ing forward, believing in him n'huse power is 88 lol 
cient to complete the work, as he was to begin it. i 

And therefore, all you who have known 
progress in this work, trust in the Lord, for in U 
everl^ting strength is,' to help to the end bU t' 
lay hold of him, These shall be sure always to U 
the Euperintendeniiy of this blessed Spirit, and t 
he will never forsake them, but abide with tl 
ever, and carry them from one degree of g 

But wherefore should I descend to various ( 
ties, where the Scriptures are so express ; y 
willing to IrBiiEcribe a little out of Cell, upon 1 
bers i. 3. "The Lord's soldier must c 
Egypt, otherwise how can he be said to '. 
out of Egypt J" A price, indeed, ia paid for r 
tion ; but it profits not them who contkiue in tl 
elavery, but those who come forth of il 
their Redeemer in hie wars ; for being redeemed 4 
of the hands of our enemies, we ought to w 
without fear, in holiness and righteousnecs befctvll 
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hU the days of a 



r Ufe." 



OF rEnsEVEn.vNri;. 

If^This holiness is in part at the first, when men 

iw!y come out of Egypt. The filthiaeaa of flesh 

e the two sorts of enemies against which 

^srael of God is to he [making war] set in rank 

■Oh ! ye trae Israehtes ! who are of the church 
int — Ye yonng men who overcome the wicked 
e the true choice young men, strong and 
_ e to wage the spiritual warfare. Oh! ye veterans, 
I ye old Boldiers of Jesus Christ ! who have known 
^uim yiho is from the heginning. There is no limita- 
3 stint of time for continuance id your service, 
fttwenty years old and upwards, or above;* how 
h above is not defined."'' 

wait upon the Lord, and renew their 

trees of righteousness;^ for as the daya 

l^'tree are the days of God's people, which hriug- 

! froit in their age. Let us do so, brave 

Let us fight the good fight of faith, let us 

Chfiil unto the death (of all .and every sin) and 

d of hosts will give us a crown of Ijfe, da he 

nit unto that cJd soldier, St. Paul.. I have 

a good fight (aaith he) I have fimshed my 

I, I have kept the faith ; henceforth is laid up' 

i a crown of righteousness, which the Lord the 

I righteous judge shall give mc at that day, and not t(r 

me only, hut to them also who love his appearing,*' 

'AiSfl^iSt, O vfl brave, valiant soldiers, quit yourselves 

like men."' ' 

Second. — Bat, as 1 said, these blessed attaiomente' 
being recommended in Holy Scripture, ought to be 
believed attainable, or else who will press after them ? 

GeU'3 Esaay. (2) lJohnu,\a,\4. l,^^ "StoAi, W. 
dl'sEsaay. /<5J Isft. Ui, 3. 0) ^ Tioi.\l,l,%. IJS'JS*^ 
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They who do not believe the g-ood flgbt of faith p( 
Bible ill our day, and thereby an overcoming', i "' "" 
heartily undertake a war^re against those I 
lusts which war against the soul ? Will they •» 
believe not that by Ihe shield of faith they n 
able to resist the fiery darts of aatan, will these ti 
be able to overcome ? 

Third. — But let'such consider, to them that o 
come it is [promised] and g^ven to sit down n 
Christ in his throne, as he hath overcome, Mid U 
down with his Father on his throne.' 

Let us consider, help is laid on one that Sb ) 
it is by him the saints overcome. Were i 
naked to make war against satan, self, or t 
the battle would go against us ; hut, blessed b( 
Lord, he is at our right hand, that we be not mo* 
We £ght under the banner of the Lamb, and it is 
who fights our battles for us, and we by him, to B 
putting to flight the armies of the aliens.* 

Probably it will be acceptable to some t 
what encouragement the aforesaid author givee t( 
spiritual warrior. 

He says, — " My dear friend, let us encourage d 
" selves with those mighty aids we are 
" this spiritual warfare ; for greater is 
" for us, than all that rise up againet ua. 
" eternal God is our refuge, and underneath MTI 
" everlasting arms.^ Let us be strong in the 1 
" and the power of his might, for he it is that ri 
" tread down our enemies,"" 

Biuce, then, greater is he that is for us, or mtlier 
i saith the Apostle John, than he tbM i*i> ■ 



Wms 



:<,> Jfeb, xi, 3*. (S) Deul. »"•" *>■' " 
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)fihe world, let ua trust in kim, and go oa in hia 

, doing his will. It is oot every one tiiat saith 
I me. Lord. Lord, sbiill coter into the kingdom 
leavea, but he that doeth the will of my Father 
Fwhich ia in heaven. > 



CnAPTER XXXVL 

Those thus established become as pillars in 

the House of God. 

.1» this established state, the faithful in Christ Jesus 

1 pillars in the house of God," to go no n 
ferth; these eat of the hidden maana.^ these have 
the white stone, and therein the ne# name which n 

a knows but he that baih it ; yet those stand not 
by any strength in the earthly man, but their estab- 
■ lishment is in him, who is the rock of ages, against 
whom the gates of hell cannot prevail ; by faith these 
Btand. 

And now I desire of al! that have known true 
beginnings, and a gladsome travel in Zion'a way, that 
they watch carefully on the one hand, and do 
jiresume, or suppose themselves farther in their jour- 
ney than really they have gotten ; nor oa the other 
bsiid to suppose aaoe have attained, because them- 
selves have not. 

Bat let the sincere Christian bless the Lord, who 
bitberto hath been his helper, and watch through hia 
help to be preserved in the new nature to grow and 
increase therein, and e*peri Jce that promise, " They 
go from strength to strength, till every one of then 
\r before God in Zion.'' 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 

Of the UHion of the soul with God. 

Herb is, iodeed, the union of the soul witb G 
treated of by the aforesaid autlior, " They VM 
said to have God dweUing in their hearts, and C 
formed witiiin them,"' 

These have, indeed, put on the Lord Jesus; 
abide in him ia whom there h no occaaion of Btam- 1 
bting' ; those who stumble are short of this state i bat I 
those that abide in him, know their concera tii w " 
even as he walked ; and though they are listed n 
despised, and many be persecuted as he was, yet tb 
reward is with the Lord, and their recompence w 
here and hereafter. 



CHAPTER XXX\'UI. 

Those not hereunto attained, are recamm 
to watch to the lAgkt. 

Many may have attained an estate in some i 
blessed, that are not arrived unto the high atti 
■foresaid, who still have great need of the armM 
light on the right hand and on the left ; ]eet. I 
eicaped the [common] pollutions of the world.* 
lall iato more secret snares of the devil, who i 
denre to winnow these, to try if be can. find c 
unoQg them i^ anything whereby they may, bf | 
(rf his winds, be driven from the rock wher^ aT 
ia security. 
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B read of the dragon drawing, with his tail, one 
part of the stars from heaven,' whom he had 
ntrayed by his teeth. So that the armour of 
aught to be had regard to by them as well aa 
y first entered into the Epiritual warfare, that 
t light which sees all the snares of aatan, they 
e them, and reeiet them steadfast in the f(dth.' 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 

Jf who experience this Ihward work afore- 
mid, discern beUceen the Christian indeed, 

I him who only hath the name. 

B who understand the inward work of the Lord, 
9 Spirit in its enlightening, bringing to repent- 
''ance, regeneration, and the growth therein, they 
discern between the true Christian and him who hath 
only the name, but not the nature of a Christian 

Such may boast themselves of being believers, and 
may have some form of religion by education, or may 
hare imbibed some opinions and notions learned of 
men ; yet if they liuow not the Spirit of God, and 
that to lead tliem, their religion is cold and scanty, 
as saith the aforesaid author; — " Heavy and languid, 
like the motion of a. weight forced upwards ; whereas 
the spirit of true religion is frank and liberal, and he 
who hath given himself entirely unto God, will never 
ttunk he doeth too much for him, whilst he is doing 
^^iBt God requires of him,"-^ 

^^hfJJBev, Mf, J. (2) 1 Peler V, 3. (,'iiacoM'SL\. 



CHAPTER XL. 

Ifliose charity i.i generalltj scanty, i 
bounded to their own party. 

Thbsb, wliose religion is barely by education, i 
the work of God upon their hearts, their chart 
too generally hounded to their own party ; whf 
thoae who have religion from the work of God W 
in Berviog him, do %a partake of his love, that 
hearts are enlarged tiftrehy with love to all men 
loving all men, can injure none, much leBS (fa 
them. 

The increase of this love in the world tend 
bring oq that excellent gospel -pro|)hecy (not y 
filled in the general), " Nation ehnll not lift np ■ 
Bgninst iiHtion, neither shall ihey learn wu 
more;"' the fields no more be stained witli t 
but the earth enjoy its sabbaths. 

Whereas, too many are envying and hating, I 

ing and destroying one another ; calling theou 

Christians, but not taking Him for their extt 

, who died for us whilst we were enemies in our I 

n hia meek and Eelf-den3dng spirit. 

(1) Isaiah ii, 4; Micali ir, 3. 



CHAPTER XLI. 

I they are apt to suppose are the electa 
in no possibility of falling away, not- 
mthstanding the Apostle's testimony, Heb. 
\ 4, 5, 6. 

y also there are, who, although they break 

rat always to such violence towards others, yet 

" ' ' 1 their love, unless to those of party witli 

9, and such they are apt to conclude 

; and these they think cannot miss of sa 

'og they are in no poaaihility of falling away,. 

dly if they caa give an account of having 

me work vf true grace, ae if they had never 

.t the Apostle writes, of some '" who 

^ ealightened, and had tasted of the heavenly gift. 

e made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and had 

|ed the good word of God. and the powers of the 

''' Yet the Apostle plainly allows it. 

ible for such to fall away, yet impoBsible to reoeir 

D again unto repentance, (which renewing them 

'mphea they had heea renewed before), and he 

this reason for the im possibility , " seeing they 

i£ed to themselves the Son of God afresh, and 

n to open ehame,"- They had once partakea 

e benefit of his sufferings, had been enlightened 

, they had once repented, they had tasted of' 

I heavenly gift, they had been partakers of the 

' Ghost, which Christ prayed his Father to 

; yea, they had tasted the good word of God 

vers of the world to come, and yet, by thO' 

B words, thi 

0) Hub. > 
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You that are concerned herein, pray consider ? 
good beginnings of the work of true grace did t! 
want, but they might fell. 

I therefore tenderly desire all that know a 
work of grace, that they do not presume as if all i 
done, or that they were now in no danger. 
suppose they have been enlightened, and seen tin 
own corrupt estate, and somewhat of the 
of sin, and have had a true sense of the defert 
their own rij^hteousness, and have prayed that I 
Lord would send his Holy Spirit to sanctify the 
and had indeed been made partakers of the Hi 
Spirit in some measure, yet they may be etill in dl 
ger; for those the Apostle here describes had reoot 
the Holy Spirit as certainly as «ny now, and < 
might fall. Nay, few of these will pretend the Hi 
Spirit is received by them in this day. whereby tl 
shew themselves abundantly abort of these who nuf 
fall, (aa the Apostle notes) which certainly had koff 
a great work of the g^ace and Spirit of God; u 
therefore, true beginnings are no further a seem! 
than as men go on to know the Lord, to believe 
him, to rely upon him, and subject themselves tu 
the leadings of his Holy Spirit; for ae the ApM 
saith, " He became the author of salvation nntO' 
them that obey him,"' 

CHAPTER XLII. 

77/e conclusion. 

Tbib Diviuc life, which, under the Scripture iwa 
of the Spirit," the Gift oJ G-^d.^ Lig,ht,* Fowv 
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and Wisdom,- bo often meotioaed in the forC' 
pages, is that which works that wonderful 
e in the soul called regeneration, or the new 
in the whole prog^ress of it ; enlightening men 
their Bins, and their state of wrath therein, in 
thereof to cry for mercy in the came of 
t ; and, in ohedicace to this divine life or gracsi 
to deny ungadhnesa and worldly lusts, and to 
roceed to a Christian life, to live aoherly, righteously 
d godly, in this present world, ^ 
In the progress of this work, the sinfii! habits are 
iken off, the inclinations to evil mortified, the 
purged from the guilt of sin, and forgi^e- 
of the sins that are past received; and through 
the mercy of God these enjoy the benefits of the 
■offerings of Christ, that as he was raised up from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
(being guided by him) should walk in nevcnces of life, 
knowing this, that our old man is crucified with hfm, 
that the body of sin should he destroyed, that hence- 
forth we should not serve sin.* Tills crucifying the 
old man, or mortifying the deeds of the hody.^ is 
the work of this divme life or spirit, although we are 
not to be unconcerned therein. 

It is thereby that men come to grow up in a true 
Christian life, to love God, to delight to serve liim. 
to wait daily for heuvenly bread from him, even bread 
of life,^ and to drink of the Uving waters;'' to sit at 
the table of the Lord, to partake of the feast of fat 
things, and wine well refined upon the lees ;^ to know 
the eommunion of saints, and the fellowship with the 
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living members of the royatical body of Christ,' 
worship God in spirit, pray with the Spirit, : 
iu the Spirit ;^ and, as God requires, apeak of tl 
wonderous works to their immortal souls. 

Here are no imagies, no image-makiQg, 
dependence on the living word, and from tbeo 
declaring what their ejes have seen,^ what their el 
have heard, and what they have tasted of that 1> 
of life,* which gives life to the world, and vritbt 
which men have not eternal life abiding: !■> them, B 
are in the death of the old Adam, shut out of d 
paradise of God, and by their own strength oi 
to return thither again. 

This is the state of men in all professions, * 
do not know this life, and are not born again of ^ 
though abounding in ceremony ; or. although thiQ 
hold as opinions true doctrines of religion, yet wit % 
being bom of this divine life, this living and immortil 
word, they are dead unto God, thongh alive it 
world, and busy in outside shews of religioi 

Whose state soever this is, I tenderly recommend 
them to seek the spiritual knowledge of God, who ii 
a. Spirit;* observe what God calls thee from by his 
spiritual voice iDwardly. Perhaps some may say, T 
do not know that God speak spiritually to i 
"What ! dost thou not know a secret voice in thee.* 
that calls to amendment of life, that colls thee I< 
forsake some darling sin which no mortal is privy to } 
Whose voice is this, but His, who scarcheth- tbe hekit 
and knows the secret thoughts of men ? He is God, 
and there is none besides bim. Turn at his reproob. 
and he will pour out of his Spirit upon thee, B ' *■*" 

(l)Pbilm,3 {■i)\Cm.\k,\h. TO\S«>«»s^ 
.Rt* (ij John iii, 2*. <,«! Xew »"«.->»■ 
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tiovn luH words unto tbee.^ It may be thou haat 
1 secret mouroer for -thy traosg^reBsions, and' 
lid in thy soul, No one's sorrows are like my, 
rs, WeU. the I.ord is near, who hath thna 
Jght tliee to mourn ; turn thy heart towards himi * 
1 of kim the ways of uprightness, so he wilji 
[Hide thee in his unerring path, and hy his hght lead 
e through the valley of the shadow of death, an^ 
■bring thee to behold his light. 

Many, with eloquence of speech, and great coni- 

BUte of argument, have treated largely of religion;' 

pet bat few have taken notice of and recora mended'- 

Po the observation of men) that power which enablas 

S man to live a true Christian life, and withoat which< 

|lQap ia unable. 

Too many seem secure as they are, and either dor 
Ettot eipeet, or do not believe so great a naercy may 

■ be now received hy men; hut when, with senonsneag, 

■ tiiey shall ohaerve that divers not of our persuasioD 
I liave asserted so plainly this tmlv scripture -doctrine,- 
1 ^rhat then can hinder men from being guided by it^ 

l]at a love to their evil ways, and satan's leadings, ti^^ 
They become misertible for ever. 

Why should so sad an end he stdl the choice t 
jpen f And yet their chrace- it ia, who. either hat& 
e refuse to be reformed. 

;an of old beguiled Eve, insinuating — ye may £14 
and not die; but why should any go on still and' 
choose to be beguiled, since Christ is come, and help- 
by him, to resist and overcome the evil one, and ' 
'ng overcome, to sit down with Christ in his th 
i9 he hath overcome, and is set down vrith his Fathec*; 
iahia throne.^ 

(l>Froy.i,23. (2) laaiali \ii.vi,4. (S\'&'-"i.w,1^- 
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To doubt the posaibilify of this atlMDinent, ia ■ 
question Holy Writ, wherein it is so plainly teatiSedl 
of, HB the experience of God's faithful people, m^ 
much commended, so strongly commHiideil, and siic^ I 
helps of the Holy Spirit promiaed, with the renarda I 
of everlasting blessedness to those who ihereonto 1 

Thou, therefore, who indeed desirest these etersil 
blessings, trust in the living God ; be guided by 
counsel, and he will afterwards bring thee to glory. 

Wiiea men thus come to the knowledge of C 
in Spirit, or the Spirit of Christ, and are led thf 
into ail truth, can they be ignorant of true gosj 
doctrines ? Will these doubt which are the gospel- 
• ordinances, whet is the spiritual baptism that baptizeth 
into Christ 1 Will they thirst any raore after maleriil 
water, or will the bread that perisheth be any mote 
depended on by them for spiritual food ? Or m« 
we not safely say, having tasted of the bread ttiit 
Christ breaks and blessetli, their prayer will be. Lord. 
evermore ^ve us this bread. And our gracious Lord, 
who taught us to pray for it daily, will answer tliC 
prayers of his true children : they shall eat and drink 
in his presence, and be satisfied h^im his fulness, lud 
in the enjoyment of his abounding goodness have is 
their sods to praise his glorious name. To wbom. 
for hia unmerited love, mercifid favours, and renewed 
blessings, be hallelujabs, holy and eternal, wqiU 
■without end. Amen. O Lord, bring in thy oihw 
sheep that are not yet so of thy fold with us ; tlwt 
Ibey also, partaking of tiiy divine goodaesa, mfiy iBi 
the sense thereof glorify thy name here and h< 
for ever. ' 
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To doubt the posaibili^ of this atuinment. b H 
queation Holy Writ, wherein it is so plainly I 
of, as the experience of God's faithful people, I 
much commeDded, so strongly commanded, aod a 
helps of the Holy Spirit promiaed, with the n 
of everlasting bleesednesa to those who iher 

— -ipi— ^-thomfnpo whn indeed desirest these eten 



nt us to pray tor ii aaiiy, 
his true children ; they shall eat and Ami 
ia presence, and be satisfied from bis fuhiCM, 
■<fhe enjoyment of his abounding good 
their soula to praise his glorious name, 
for his unmerited love, merciful favours, 
blessings, be faallelajabs, holy and et( 
without end. Amen. O Lord, bring 
sheep that are not yet ao of thy fold 
they alsi). partaking of thy divine gc 
the flCDse thereof glorify thy name ' 
/or ever. 

tut, ^'MVl. 
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